The Psychomachia of Prudentius by Snider, Louis B.
Loyola University Chicago
Loyola eCommons
Master's Theses Theses and Dissertations
1938
The Psychomachia of Prudentius
Louis B. Snider
Loyola University Chicago
This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Theses and Dissertations at Loyola eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Master's Theses by an authorized administrator of Loyola eCommons. For more information, please contact ecommons@luc.edu.
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No Derivative Works 3.0 License.
Copyright © 1938 Louis B. Snider
Recommended Citation
Snider, Louis B., "The Psychomachia of Prudentius" (1938). Master's Theses. Paper 372.
http://ecommons.luc.edu/luc_theses/372
pt.. 
------------------------------------------------------~ 
THE PSYCEOE.ACIIIA OF PRUn_~l~TIUS 
Introductionl Text, 
Prose TranslatiDn, 
and COlmnenta~" 
r. 
Louis B. Snider, S.J. 
Augustl 1938 
A ~hesis submitted in partial fulfillment of 
the requirements for the degree of Master of 
Arts in Loyola University 
'" 
... .
.'13 
Vita Auctoris 
Louis Bernard Snider, S.J. was born in Cincinnati, Ohio on 
b"anuary 10, 1913. He attended elementary school at St. Stephen's 
~n that city. Graduated from St. Xavier's Hirh School, Cincinnati 
fin 1931, he entered ralford Novitiate of the Society of Jesus in 
September of the same year. In 1935 he transferred to ~!{est Baden 
pOllege of Loyola University where he received his degree of Bach-
elor of Arts in 1936. 
.l 
PART I 
.' 
LIFE OF PRUDENT IUS 
Our knowledge of Prudentius is scant. "Indeed, aside from 
the forty five verses on himself which he has left us in the 
Pref~~ to his works, little is known about his life. Still, 
these few lines, interpreted in the light of the history of his 
time and supplemented by occasional personal touches in his lit-
erary works, give us a fairly clear and distinct picture of the 
poet and show him living a life as full as most men's of his ,da~ 
A consideration of Prudentius f relation to the political 
and T'eligious agi ta tion of the fourth century may serve to mea-
sure the stature of the man more accurately. Rome, the Empire, 
was expiring in the arms of the children of the North who were 
to foster her remains with the reverence of sons. The Church, 
triumphant over her persecutors, was humbly mounting the throne 
about to be vacated by the dying temporal power; whence she was 
to consolidate all nations in Truth and Unity of Faith. Rome, 
as mistress of the world, had come to realize the futility of 
her claim. The Church, as spouse of the heavenly King, was but 
starting to appreciate the power and glory that were hers- that 
would be ever hers. 
Prudentius courted both Rome and the Church, for to him 
both were surpassingly beautiful. The poet saw in Rome his 
2 
country, a well-ordered society worthy of deep respect ~nd 
honor because of the traditions, the culture, and the peaceful 
security that her laws and moral attributes had built up 1n the 
natural order for her citizens. Prudentius was a patriot. He 
1 devoted most of his years to service in the Empire. Neverthe-
less, when old age comes on him, he feels that all the worldly 
honors he has borne with dignity pale into nothingness before 
2 
the brilliant deeds done for Christ and His Eternal Kingdom. 
More patriotic than most pagans, Prudent1us was at the same timE 
extremely Christian. Indeed, he viewed the Church as a source 
of new life for Rome. The old ideal so long cherished among 
Romans, an ideal with which Prudentius was thoroughly imbued 
by contact with his national literature, taught the citizens 
that Rome Vlould rule all. This ideal took on a new meaning for 
Prudentius. Rome would rule all, spiritual Rome, suckled at 
the Church's breast. It is this working of Rome and the Church 
into a lli~ity that gives the poet some of his noblest moments of 
inspiration. 3 
Though Prudentius the man is little known; yet three cit-
ies now strive a~ong themselves for the honor of claiming him af 
their son: Tarragone, Calahorra, and Saragossa. Most scholars 
4 
award the claim to Saragossa. In his age Prudentius was not 
hailed as great, except, perhaps, in Spain where he was born. 
ss. Jerome, Ambrose, Augustine, and Cbrysostom lived the greater 
3 
parts of their lives while he was working and writing iJf Spain; 
yet not one of these prolific writers mentions Prudentius. In-
deed, it was not until the end of the fifth century that he be-
gan to take his place as a vital factor in the life of Chris!'" 
tendom, a place he held tenaciously throughout the Ididdle Ages 
when he was looked upon as the Christian Virgil and was studied 
closely in the class-room. 
Prudentius, the boy, received the education of his time. 
Virgil's perelli~ial text-book was used by grammarian and rhetor-
ician alike, and from it were dravm complete courses in grammar, 
f style, archaeology, religion, philosophy, prosody, and history. 
Nor was the master's teaching a gentle natter. Prudentius him-
self tells us: "In my childhood I shed tears beneath a cracking 
6 ferule. tt After three years, when he was about sixteen years 
of age, the boy was probably put to writing suasoriae, advice 
to heroes of antiquity in time of vital deliberation, and~­
troversiae, pleadings in an imaginary trial in which he often 
had to take one side, now reversing his opinion and maintaining 
the opposite vie\", with equal conviction. 7 Such sophistry as 
thiS, prevalent in Roman rhetorical schools of the Empire, WaS 
hardly conducive to character training; and like St. Augustine, 
Prudentius decries this deceitful rhetoric of his time: "I don-
ned a toga, and, though I was not innocent before, I now began 
to utter culpable lies. u8 
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.' To enumerate all the influences at wor}: to form a given 
character is like nroning all the causes of a known effect. Sure-
ly it is beyond the scope of this thesis to try to eive a full 
acco"U.11t of the various influences that forr:leo. Px'udentius f charac-
ter and left their imprint on his poetry. '~/e ht?cve already treate 
t}'"lree: his esteem for ancient Rome, his ardent affection for fue 
ChUl'ch, and his rhetorical ed"l1.ca tion. As far as hi s ad.vanced 
training is concerned we can only infer from his vIorks that he 
YlaS fam.iliar ·wi th the Latin and Greek9 writers of the Church, par 
tj.cularly with Tertullian whose influence is especially strong in . 
P h b_4 d -]- t· i 10 the syc omac u..,a an .. _amar ~gen a. 
In his Preface Prudentius gives us an insiGht into other 
formative factors in the preparation of thB man. First of these 
seems to be a genuine disgust for impuri ty. In all his v!ork Pru-
dentius hammers constantly at this vice for which he cannot find 
words strong enough in the Psychomachia. '\~:as he trying to instil 
in the hearts of youth a noble c1isdain for a vice before v{hich he 
himself had succumbed in early years? Or was he, in bis humble 
Cln"istian fashion, pouring forth profuse cont):"'i tion for the mis-
talres of his youth? At best we can onl:r fOI'm a conjecture. 'fie 
shall never know vTi tl') certainty Ylhetber or no Prudentius vras one 
of the great converted 3inners of history. He has left but a 
bare account of his innel~ life in those early clays: uThen, alack 
yrhu t ::::ha1:1e and loa thing! Bold wantonness and lustful sensuality 
5 
.' 
lefiJ.ed my youth with the foul stains of sin." 11 Perhaps :he 
'I8.S exaGger'a t~ng. Perhaps he [i ve s himself a fair .estima te. Viha t-
ever may be the truth, we Imow one fact: in latel~ life Prudentiu8 
~ntertained the hiGhest regar:d for h.oly pu.ri ty, the Blessed VirSi:q 
12 ~nd the doctrine of our redemption by Jesus Christ. 
Prudentius was a Spaniard, and Spaniards see and live vivid-
~y. Pl~oud, Sincere, hasty to act and not too quick to repent, 
,-,he Spanish hidalgo is a picturesque fieure. Prudentius, too, in 
his youth seems to have been fired with the same spirit, the spir-
t of Xavier at Paris more than a thousand years later. He could 
~ot bec.r to see anotb.er slu"pass him in attt=linment. "After that, 
~erbal clashes kept my restless spirit in arms, and an ungovern-
p.ble obstinacy to come off best threw me into painful straits. It l~ 
-!owever, the powers of argUli1entation acquired in these early (lays 
pf his legal Career were to stand Prudentius in good stead for the 
Dole:xical warfare of n8. t1.Ti ty, particularly when he '70uld. meet 
S::rr]J1lEl.chus over the statue of Victory. 
Eis training finished, Prudentius entered publi c service. 
tTwice I held the reins as magistrate in noble cities, dealing 
R.oman law to the good and terrol" to the evil-cloer. n 14 lIe prob-
9.bly filled these positions satisfactorily fop the emperor in 
c;rati tude raised him to a hi2:h place in the court. 15 ~Tlho this 
6 
emperor was or what was the nature of the honor he bestowed on 
., 
PruQentius we have no way of knowing. In all probability the 
ruler was either Theodosius or his son Honorius. As in so muc 
of his writing, so in the account of his life, Prudentius is 
obSCure and somewhat confusing. Whatever else we know of the 
man we must gather from the occasional rifts in his poetry 
which give us a view of the personality behind the thought of 
the poem. 
Surely Prudentius visited Rome for scattered throughout 
the Peristephanon are allusions that lead one to believe that 
the poet in his later life paid homage to the martyrs' remains 
and was dee~ly affected by the monuments of ancient Rome and 
the basilicas, catacombs, and tombs of Christianity.16 So grea 
was his admiration for the city that it is not difficult to 
picture him returning to his 'study after carefully poring over 
tablets in churches and deCiphering the inscriptions, many of 
which were written by Pope Damasus (366-384), a fellow Spaniar 
and setting himself to molding such lines as these: uRome and 
other countries are as much unlike as bipeds and quadrupeds, as 
those who speak and those who are mute, yea, as much as those 
who follow the full precept of God and those who perform fool-
17 ish rites with all their errors." Prudentius saw Rome, and 
the city convinced him of the great mission she had in history_ 
But, as we have said before, his full life as a pubiic 
figure was not altogether pleasing to him. He felt that he was 
7 
.' alled to another service; and, so, when fifty seven years 01 c . 
he decided that tlthe day should pass in continual hymns that 
would go on tbroilgh every night raising song to the Lord. I'.ly 
voice shall war against heresy, bring out points of Catholic 
d~ctrine, grind paganism under foot. 0 Rome, make way for the 
fall of your idols! I will dedicate my songs to martyrs and 
sing the praises of APostles.n18 
In that brief plan of campaign for Cbrist Prudentius 
gives a catalogue of all his ':!ork. His hymns he calls the 
Cathemerinon. With open apoloGetics in the Apotheosis, he 
meets heresy; while Catholic doctrine is discussed in the 
Hamartigenia. The poet subdues paganism in the Psychomachia; 
Rome's idols fall with the death-blow to the statue of Victory 
in the Contra Symmachum; praise and veneration for the martyr 
is the purpose of the Peristephanon. These poems, in addition 
to forty nine quatrains in hexameters called the Dittochaeon, 
comprise Prudentius' work, in bulk just a few verses short of 
Virgil's extant poetry. 
The Cathemerinon is a compilation of twelve hymns, vary-
ing in length from eighty (VIII) to two hundred (VII) verses, 
not meant for public Singing as were Ambrose's but for their 
literary pleasure and for private devotions. There are hymns 
for cock-crow, for morning, hymns to be sung before and after 
meals and before falling asleep, hymns for fasting and for e 
~_c ____ ------------------______________ ~ 
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of the canonical hours, a hymn in tharu{sgiving to Chri~t and 
another to the dead which is replete with hope in the resurrec 
tion of the body. Finally, there are hymns for the two great 
feasts of the early Church, Christmas and Epiphany. Yet, of 
all these odes, the Roman liturgy has taken verses from only 
the hymn on cock-crow and the one on the Epiphany, the first 
last in order of the twelve hymns in the Cathemerinon. 19 and 
Lyrical, like the Cathemerinon, the Peristephanon20 cel-
ebrates in fourteen hymns the :r.Hlrtyrs of Spanish and Roman 
legend. Though Prudentius lacks a true literary tact and re-
straint in several instances (delicate little Eulalia spits in 
the eye of the mean old praeter, and St. Lawrence makes two 
speeches, one of thirty two lines and the other of ninety thre 
after his tongue has been cut out); still his clear exposition 
of sound doctrine masqueraded in the rhetorical finery of the 
school makes him well deserving of the title of "the greatest 
of the early Christian poets. n21 Teuffel would make the Peri-
stephanon the finest of Prudent ius , works;22 while F.J.E.Raby 
insists that: "Its importance arises from the fact that it 
presents a new genus of poem, a combination of the epic and 
the lyric which can almost be described as a ballad. 1t23 
The remainder of Prudentius' poems, with the exception 
of the prefaces to his polemic works which seem to serve as 
texts for his didactic expositions, is hexametrical. The Apo-
~------------------------~----~ 9 
theosis, in 1084 hexameters with a preface of fifty si~ iambic 
verses, isa refutation of the errors on the Trinity and the 
Divinity of Christ. The poet's great concern is with the per-
son of Christ, and through Him with all mankind. Sister-piece 
to this poem is the Hamartigenia. As the Greek title declares, 
one question is under discussion, the origin of sin. It is a 
doctrinal subject on evil, directed immediately against Mar-
cion'S Gnostic dualism,and though, perhaps, the poet is not 
more than superficial in his comprehension of I~Iarcion; still, 
for the educated Ch~istian of the fourth century he fulfilled 
a crying need. Now,ufor the first time, Christians had an im-
aginative presentation in excellent verse of the inmost myster 
ies of their faith.,,24 They would soon be intellectually eman 
cipated from the pagan classics whose pages held so much that 
was detrimental to the Ch~istian religion's views of God and 
His relation to man. 
The longest of Prudentius' poems, Contra Symmachum, is i 
tYro books. Some knowledge of their setting and the occasion 0 
their composition is required for a full appreciation of them. 
Briefly the history is this. In the chamber where the Roman 
Senate met once stood an altar to Victory and the statue of th 
goddess. Constantius, about the time of Prudentius' birth, 
caused these to be removed. Julian restored the statue. Gra-' 
tian, influenced by Pope Damasus, ordered the 
The action raised a storm of rotest from the 
~~' ------------------------------------~ 10 
Headed by the able orator, Symmachus, an embassy starte~ for 
Milan (382). Gratian refused an interview. Two years later, 
the new emperor, Valentinian II, was approached, but Ambrose 
with a prepared speech to the emperor won the day for the Churc • 
The event was closed. However, it seems that about the year 40 
symmachus, or some of his party, made a fresh attempt to have 
Eonorius, son of Theodosius, restore the statue. On this occas 
ion Prudentius wrote his Contra Symmachum. 
The whole of the first book, with its 657 heX~leters pre-
faced by eighty-nine iambic trimeters, is directed against the 
heathen Bods with practical thrusts at sun-worship, astrology, 
and fear of Fate. :r;ot until we come to the second book does 
the real attack on Symmachus begin. It is in this second book 
that Prudent ius answers the pagans point for point in all their 
argunlents. Intense patriotism and affection for Christianity 
burst forth in this poem as nowhere else in Prudentius' writ-
ings. Here we find the poet's grand conception of history, Go 
joining all nations under the Roman. sway so that the Church 
might the more easily propagate. Yet, tithe noblest thing in 
the whole poem is his final appeal to Honorius to free "golden 
Rome t' of this disgrace (the Vestal Virgins' presence at the 
gladitorial shows) and forbid the slaughter of men for plea-
25 
sure." 
The Dittochaeon was, perhaps, written to grace some Span 
~-~ --------------~ ,-1 I 11 
ish basilica for each quatrain describes a picture and~was in 
all probability meant to help understand the paintings along 
the walls of the Church. Twenty_four of the pieces refer to 
the Old Testament, and twenty-five to the l\'ew. We know no mor 
about them. Prudentius does not mention them in the Preface. 
~!Ie have yet to consider the Psychomachia. This epopee l 
didactic in tenor, allegorical in form, is by no means the 
finest of Prudentius l poems. Ebert, indeed, describes it as 
the weakest in point of aesthetics, yet, from an historical 
point of view, the strongest. 26 It was the Psychomachia that 
maintained for Prudent ius a place throughout the Middle Ages, 
and Helen \"foodruff tells us that "on no other book except the 
27 Bible are so many Old German glosses found." Despite its 
pedantic heaviness and lack of simplicity and naturalness the 
psychomachia was given as a text-book, along with Virgil, to 
• 
the lively school-boys of the thirteenth century. Even morel 
the Virtues and Vices of this poem found a place in the beau-
tiful stained windows of the Cathedrals. Miniaturists and 
sculptors, painters, poets, dramatists: all represented the 
warring maidens as they were created half a millennil~ before 
by the prince of Christian'poets. 
The good we say of the Psychomachi~ is doubly true of 
Prudentius l other poems; the adverse criticism we may make 
must be somewhat mitigated when speaking of the Apotheosis l 
~--------------------------------------~~ ~ 12 
pOl1 t l"a 3:.'1 ll:1a chul'll, Har:mrtic;enia, and the others. Gran t t~'a t Pru-
~ 
dentill.S is artificial in the handlinG of this theme, c;rallt that 
1.(', 1 OI"l1iJ.llont is not for8i:m to his de!"tcrlolltions and that one flo.. SO ~ ~ 
~roi"!S weo..ry over hie prolix 0pGeches. and wi:lces, perhaps, at his 
occasio~lal play on words or li1::e8 not his alliteration, assonance, 
PI' )8.. tont ini ta tion of Vircil; still one must aeJHi t that all these; 
'leaDS of presenting 8. subject vvere fru]iliar to, even expected by, 
Il:::te educated Cl1ristian reader of tlLe fOlJJ:'th centul"'::''". These Chris-
ltiall:J were interested to hear Prudentius sinG tb.eir doctrine in a 
cultivated strain, usinG all the artifices of the schools. We whe 
J.ave a ;)ante, a ~."ilton, a Spenser, [u1Cl a host of lyriCists '.'rho 
lone Since have i"ledder} literary forrls to the thOUGht of Cbristian-
i+':~~, sor'etimes fail to see and Grasp tho ,::::ituation of an rcGe Yfhen 
irl9.~;i~lative Cbristian letters were un'rnoYTn. We fail to reco~;nize 
;':te,t it ;,oant to those culh.U'ed Catholics to have one of their. 
m'm, one \'!i tb. all the zoo.l Qnd fervor of an apostle, impartinG to 
tl:o classical molds of literatu~""e the fresh outlool: of Ch..ristian-
. ty. The domi~1[ltion of +.:~:.e Cbristian view2)oint . , . In IllS ,oetry has 
;:;i7en Pruclentius a perennial life. Eis paSSion for turninG r,18n 
f'ror:i Sin nn(l error to the liGht of TrutlJ freq·u.ently complied with 
+:he rhetorical tastes of the time, but 1:i8 faulty nedirlln, if faul-
28 <T ~!. t is justly called, did not detract from the poet IS nobili tJ 
0: conception. Indee c1, Pl"uc1enti us fully :,leri ts Hand r s craceful 
complinent: "A worthy descendant of the royal poets of antiqui-
bT tt 29 
. v • 
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2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
NOTES TO PART I 
Preface, lines 16-21. This preface seems to have been put 
at the head of his complete works by the author when he 
published them (404?). There is also a ~eface to the 
Psychomachia vlhich will be referred to as the"Preface" to 
avoid confusion. 
"What is to be gained from such deeds after death, be they 
good or evil, for all that I have ever been will be efface~ 
when life is done?" See Preface, lines 28-30. 
Numquid talia proderunt 
carnis post obitum uel bona uel mala, 
cum iam, quidquid id est, quod fueram, mors aboleueri t 
See the Apotheosis, lines 582 and following; also a pas-
sage in the .Peristephanon beginning with line 433. 
See Sixt, Die Lyrischen Gedichte des A. Prudentius Clemens 
page 3, nore-l. - -
T.R. Glover,Life and Letters in the ~ Century, page 251 
Preface, lines 7-8. 
Aetas prima crepantibus 
flevit sub ferulis, 
J. Wight Duff, A Literarl Histor. of Rome in the Silver 
~e, Chap er tI, Romrun-Eaucation under the 
pire." 
Preface, lines 8-9. 
mox docuit toga 
infectum vitiis falsa loqui non sine crimine. 
9. It is a disputed question whether Prudentius knew Greek 
well enough to study the Fathers in the original. T.R. 
Glover, Life and Letters in the 4th Centurz, page 260, 
note 1 marnt'ains: ilpruden"tius pernaps had no Greek. Nei-
ther had Augustine nor Ausonius very much. The Greek 
titles of the books may be a fanciful imitation of Virgil.~ 
Pierre De Labriolle thinks otherwise as he has expressed 
in his Histor! and Literature of Christianity from Tertul-
lian to Boeth uS;-translated from the French by-nBrbert 
WIlSon, page 465. . 
10. Pierre De Labriolle sees evidence in the Hamartisenia that 
Prudentius had read Tertullian's Adversus Marcionem, Adver-
~ Praxeam, De Carne Christi, and perhaps De Patientia. 
,--" -----------------------------------1-4--1 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
Preface, lines 10-12. . .' 
Tum lasciva protervitas 
et luxus petulans - heu pudet ac pigetl -
foedavit iuvenem nequitiae sordibus et luto. 
The passage in the Psychomachia beginning with verse forty 
bears this out. 
Preface, lines 13-15. 
-Exim iurgia turbidos 
armarunt animos et male pertinax 
vincendi studium subiacuit casibus asperis. 
Preface, lines 16-18. 
Bis legum moderamine 
frenos nobilium reximus urbium: 
ius civile bonis reddidimus, ter~uimus reos. 
15. Preface, 'lines 19-21. 
Tandem militiae gradu 
16. 
17. 
18. 
evectum pietas principis extu1it 
adsumptum propius stare iubens ordine proximo. 
As for the controversary on militia, enough words have 
been expended. Bergman, Puesch, Brockhaus, and Glover all 
say there is no question of the army. Militia is not un-
corrnnonly used for a civil office. 
See the Peristephanon: II, passim; IX, 3 and following, 
also, 99-106; XI, 1-18; 179-180, 231-234; XII, 65-66. 
II Contra s~achum, lines 816-819. 
-- Sed ta~ distant Romana et barbara, quantum 
quadrupes abiuncta est bipedi vel muta loquenti, 
quantum etiam, qui rite dei praecepta sequuntur, 
cultibus a stolidos et eorum erroribus absunt. 
Preface, lines 37-42. 
Hymnis continuet dies 
nec nox ulla vacet, quin dominum canat; 
pugnet contra hereses, catholicam discutiat fidem; 
conculcet sacra gentium, 
labem, Roma, tuis inferat idolis; 
carmen martyribus devoveat, laudet apostolos. 
19. The hymns for Lauds on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 
are taken from the first hymn of the Cathemerinon. Besides 
these the Quicumque Cbristum quaeritis for Vespers and 
15 
.. Matins on the Transfiguration of Our Lord, the Audit tyran-
nus anxius for Matins of Roly Innocents and the Salvete 
!!Ores marttIma for Lauds of the same day, and the 0 sola 
magnarum ur urn for Lauds on the Feast of the. Epiphany are 
all taken from the twelfth hymn of the Cathemerinon. 
See Rev. 1'Ia tthew Britt, O. S. B., The H~ns of the Brev-io8'l and Illissal, Benziger Brothers, We 6~ 63-;-6~1~ 
, and 283. 
20. It is interesting to note the variety of metres Prudentius 
uses in his lyrics in imitation, no doubt, of the supple-
ness of Horace. We find acatalectic iambic dimeter, cat-
alec tic iambic dimeter, catalectic trochaic tetrameter, hy-
percatalectic dactylic trimeter, catalectic anapaestic di-
meter, phalecian hendecasyllable, short asclepiad, sapphic 
strophe, glyconics, elegiacs, archilocbian. 
21. This is not an uncommon title, being found in most treat-
ments of the poet. 
22. Teuffel's History of Roman Literature, revised and enlarge 
by Ludwig Schawbe,~ranslated by George Warr, Vol. II, pag 
414. 
23. See F.J.E. Raby, A History of Christian-Latin Poetry from 
the Beginning to ~e Close or the Middle Ages, page 50-;--
24. E.K. Rand, Founders of the liliddle Ages, page 184. 
25. See F.J.E. Raby, cit.op., page 66. The parentheSiS has 
been inserted. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
See a. Ebert, All~emeine Geschicte der Literatur des Mit-
telalters im Aben lande, volume I, page 271. --- ---
Helen Woodruff, The Illustrated Illanuscripts of Prudentius, 
Harvard University Press, 1930, page 4. --
Prudent ius was no writer of the sermo familiaris, nor was 
he a slave to classical forms and words. Lease gives no 
fewer than fifty four words which the poet cOined, most of 
which became common property for succeeding generations. 
For a fine study of Prudentius' literary qualities see:E.B 
Lease, A Syntactical, Stylistical, and Metrical Study of 
PrudentTus, Baltimore, 1895. --
E.K. Rand, cit. op, page 183. 
16 
.' PART II 
THE PSYCHOMACHIA AND ALLEGORY 
To appreciate the place of the PS'l.chomachia in literary 
history it would be necessary to trace with great care the de-
velopment of allegory through the Greek and Roman classics, an 
undertaking definitely beyond the intention we have in present-
ing this early Christian poem to English readers. However, a 
brief discussion of the history of allegory, and especially of 
the allegorizing spirit of the ancients, may prove profitable 
in measuring the value of Prudentius l work. 
A short reflection on Beatrice's words to Dante about the 
souls who live in the planets may clarify the nature 
Her explanation is but the teaching of Aristotle and St. Thomas 
on the human faculty of intellection: "Nothing is in the in:te 
lect which was not first in the senses. tt To be intelligible, 
therefore, an object must first be sensible. Hence, to explain 
an abstract or supersensible truth one must use a means that is 
readily grasped by the senses. Beatrice makes this plain: 
Here were they shown thee, not that fate assigns 
This for their sphere, but for a sign to thee 
Of that celestial furthest from the height. 
Thus needs" that ye may apprehend" we speak: 
Since from tl':l.ings sensible alone ye learn 
That" which, digested rightly, after turns 
To intellectual. For no other cause 
The Scripture, condescending graciously 
To your perception, hands and feet to God 
Attributes" nor so means: and holy church 
Doth represent with human countenance 
Gabriel, and Michael, and him vrho made 
Tobias whole. l 
.' 
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Poets have always recognized this limitation of human 
intellection and language; and they have struggled with the 
natu~al exigency of turning the original and primitive import 
of an expression so that it may represent something which has 
only a resenblance or analogical relation to the words in their 
natural meaning, for universal and spiritual notions must be 
concretized so that they may be more easily grasped by the 
human intellect. Perhaps this turn of expression is but a word 
or phrase dropped, scarcely consciously, in an effort to attain 
a clear enunciation of an idea. Such a turn is called a meta-
phor and is so vital a part of language that much of daily 
speech and idiom in any tongue is of necessity metaphorical. A 
species of metaphor is alleGory. rrnere the idea to be expresse 
transcends the power of a word or phrase the artist speaks in 
extended analogies, consistently developing a theme which is 
partly the same as the idea he finds it difficult to transmit 
and partly different; while he consciously intends the more 
spiritual element veiled beneath the outer cloak of his less 
spiritual expression. Allegory, therefore, is consciously ex-
tended metaphor. 
In its strict acceptation allegory usually refers to an 
expression of supersensible ideas that cannot be directly re-
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presented; but it has also been correctly applied to s~ch 
themes as the allegory of the Aeneid which merely signifies 
the parallel developnent of Aeneas and Augustus 2 or the alle 
of the Eclogues wherein Virgil insinuates his personal charact 
3· into his '."[orks under the guise of a shepherd. However, if we 
stop to consider all such instances in literature, there would 
be no end of discussion; so it l11ay be well to confine allegory 
to the literary express.ion of Lil11a terial realities which force 
a writer to "speak otherwise" (~ d.Y'¥'f.U'I\! ). 
Evidently allegory and religion will be closely associate 
since the one is a facile means of expressing the truths of the 
other. Perhaps the most sublime allegories of all tirnes are to 
be found in Hebrew literature, for the writers of the Old Test-
ament, trying to catch the inspiration of prophets and seers f 
future generations, reached out into the infinite and grasped a 
abstract notions and eternal values which they were called upon 
to invest with concrete representations. Isaias is filled with 
allegory. The Canticle of Canticles is a song of Christ and Hi 
spouse the Church under the figure of lovers. David sings of 
the Jewish people as of a vineyard. Ezekiel and Daniel cons 
elaborate allegories. Likewise Jesus' parables are meant to 
press a train of thought symbolized in the analogous sequence 
ideas on a more familiar plane. 
It is not, however, in Scripture alone that allegory is 
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found. Indeed, though Cicero coined the word, the lite~ary for 
itself goes back into Greek antiquity. Xenophanes denounced th 
imID0rality of Homer's gods, and Plato ba~~ed them ·from his com-
monwealth. When the Greeks awoke to the disedifying character 
of their deities, their moral minds were confronted with two 
courses. Either the gods must be abandoned, or their vices ex-
plained away. Two schools began to treat the poets' gods. The 
allegorists, probably begun by Theagenes of Rhegium, attempted 
a vindication of the literal meaning of the divine doings by 
trying to clarify the VlT6VOI~ or hidden meaning of Homer. Arnon 
these interpreters were the Heracliteans, Anaxagoras, Metrodoru 
of Lampsacus, and Anaximander. Plato scoffed at their efforts, 
and in the Phaedrus Socrates, having referred to the rational-
istic explanations of the myth of Boreas and Orithyia, goes on 
to say: ttNow I quite acknoY/ledge that these explanations are 
very nice, but he is not to be envied who has to give them; muc 
labor and ingenuity will be required of him; and when he has 
once begun, he must go on and rehabilitate centaurs and chimera 
dire. Gorgons and winged steeds flow in apace, and numberless 
other inconceivable and impossible monstrosities and marvels of 
nature. And if he· is skeptical about them, and would fain re-
duce the:m all to the rules of probability, this sort of crude 
4 philosophy will tal{e up all his time. n 
However, despite Plato's disapprobation of this method, 
the ods became for these aIle orical interpreters mere physica 
~------------------------------~ 
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forces which were taken up by those who had atheistic tenden-
cies founded in materialistic metaphysics and were explained 
away until Zeus became ether, Neptune the sea, Vulcan fire, and 
Saturn, gobbling his children, Time who calls back to their 
source all that proceeds fl'om him. zeno,5 Euhemerus, Democri tu , 
and prodicus fell in with this interpretation so altering Hes-
iod's idea of the gods, as Cicero decries, that the deities 
became but names for soulless, dumb things. 6 
From the Greeks this allegorizing spirit passed over to 
the Romans. Lucretius attempted to disperse the fears of non-
existant Acheron on the plea that Tantalus is a s~abol for "pre 
of superstition," Tityos is the "victim of passion," Cerberus 
and. the Furies are but "guilty consciences and fear of retribu-
tion. 1t ttThe conclusion of the whole matter is that the fool's 
life becomes a hell on earth. n'7 There is nothing after the 
atoms of the soul break down. 
Such was the spirit of allegol'ical interpretation among 
the classical pagans when out of piety or impiety they wished 
to change the general notion of the gods created by Homer and 
Hesiod. Indeed, by the time of Augustus everyone was finding a 
second meaning in everything that was written. So widespread 
was this tendency that no vvri ter was deemed great unless he 
wrote in allegorie~.8 Yet, with all this interest in allegory 
neither Rome nor Greece produced what may be called a pure aIle 
, 
~ : 
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poem that from beginning to end contains a conscious 
meaning other than the literal one. 
Besides this feeling for allegory on the part of the lit-
erary critics, there was also a tendency on the part of the 
writers to couch their thought in figurative language that some 
times approached the proportions of a.l:legory. T:b...is inclination 
is best manifested in the ancients' love of personification, an 
almost inevitable accompaniment of allegory. This figure of 
speech is as old as literature itself. Homer gives Sleep 9 a 
personality, and in l,iarn ,. train Terror, Rout, and Strife 10 goad 
on the Trojans in their battle with the Greeks. Hesiod apothe-
osized many abstractions, among which were several psychic ex-
periences and moods,ll favorite personifications of the Middle 
Ages. Indeed, it is just in such apotheoses that a great dif-
ficulty in treating allegory lies. How real, as persons, did 
the poets consider Concord, Peace, Modesty, Strife, Terror, Car , 
Pallor, Faith, Mind, Health, Necessity, and all the other pel"-
sonifications that we meet in literature, on cOins, and in 
statues from. Homer to Claudius? If they were really gods, and 
not mere representations of attributes men recognized in a su-
preme being, then we cannot speak of them as gods at all but 
must consider them as part of pagan polytheism. For instance, 
when Ceres wished to punish Erysichthon for cutting down the 
sacred oak, she commanded a rustic mountain deity: "There is a 
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.' place on the farthest border of icy Scythia, a gloomy and bar-
ren soil, a land without corn, without trees. Sluggish Cold 
dwells there and Pallor, Fear, and gaunt Famine. So bid Famine 
hide herself in that sinful stomach of the impious wretch. Let 
no abundance satisfy her, and let her overcome my utmost power 
to feed. u12 
The poet seems to be using a figure. We feel that Famine 
is nO more a god than is Cold. W~ sense that this personifica-
tion is verging on the allegorical. In Horace's ode to Fortune 
however, there is more cause for doubt: "Before thee ever 
stall{s lJecessi ty, grim goddess, with spikes and wedges in her 
brazen hand; the stout clamp and molten lead are also there. 
Thee Hope cherishes and rare Fidelity, her hand bound with clo 
of white, nor refuses her companionship, whenever thou in hos-
tile mood forsakest the houses of the great in mourning plunged It 
13 
One hardly feels that this is an allegory, but that Nec-
essity, Hope, and Fidelity are in reality personal gods. Sti 
there comes a time when we are certain that the personification 
has passed into allegory. Recall the passage in the Aeneid 
wherein Sleep glides lightly down from the stars of heaven and 
seeks out Palinurus to bring him baleful dreams and simon the 
hiGh stern in the semblance of Phorbas waiting an opportunity 
14 
to fling the unfortunate helmsman overboard. Sleep has done 
more than close the tired eyes of a dutiful seaman. She has 
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a living ct!aracter in epic. She has sone beyoncf'the 
set down by Johnson: "Fame tells a tale or Victor:x: hov-
ers over a general or perches on a standard; bu~ ~ and Vic-
do no more. It lor! can 
Once a personification r~s broken out of its stereotyped 
activity and begins to live and act as the substance in which 
it inheres as an accident, allegory is born. Frequently, es-
pecially in later Rome, personification took this liberty whi 
is the third and perhaps most important step in the development 
of allegory. Philosophicall~ there must be a need to express 
an idea which transcends material means; then this abstraction 
becomes personified in some concrete form. Lastly, the form 
lives and breathes and, if it is a psychic state connected with 
morality, struggles. 
The Greeks had long disputed over the allegorical inter-
pretation of their gods. The Romans, their practical minds 
peculiarly bent toward personification, had long since concre-
tized the abstractions of their literature and religion. One 
grand influence remained to summon allegory to a literary fore-
ground, Christianity with its supernatural truths that defied 
direct transmission. From the day St. Paul v~ote to the people 
of Corinth, "and the rock was Christ~t15 allegory became a means 
of Christian propaganda. Not only did the Greek Church in the 
persons of Justin, Clement, and Origen and the Latin Church wi 
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ertul1iD.n, ~Iilar~r, Ambrose, [",usustine, c.na Grecory the B'teat in-
erpret passases of Script1..1re allegorically, but all the earl;T 
bristial1S ~.·!ho wrote poetr:r ~.·rorlced alleGoI'ical theneG into their 
"'(rric s and hymns • 
.J 
It '.70.S into tbis o.t:::.ospher'o that Pruc1.ontius introduced his 
oetry. Until tho advent of the PsychOEl8.chia, no poet had endeav-' 
red to sustain hi3 allei~ory 30 fully throu:::;h an entire Ylork. 1n-
oed, it 300111od as though tho literary aCos had beon long in prop 
for t:liG p1..U~O alleGory. All the perGonifications already 
xisted to be nanipulated at the poetIc wish. The minds of mon 
{ere trained to follow }l.iddon tbreads of a Cl.ou.ble therle. CbJ."'isti-
nity ~:o.d taugbt men an D.:r;preciation of supersensible truths and 
ad l'elpec1 :'1en recocnize the p3yc1::.olo..:;ical value of the noral war 
vit}~in t::enselves. The world's days were aCCOi:iplished, and unfor 
ur..!:'.tely a l~ITic poet chose to perforr:l a feat reserved for epic 
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1i nc1c • After so IlUCb. preparation·r/e should have to confess 
a(n:"" t:Jat Ita :'lOUSO ''las born" ~,"Tere it not that the influence of 
l~e Pcycr,owlchia was far superior to its literary excellence. rrhe 
3truGsle of the soul ~ith passion passed into a favorite 
of nediaeval letters, nnd the literary form that fir3t 
·o1..mcl expression in Prudentius becar:.e the model for W01"'!cS of sur-
~assinc literary 1".,eri t~ t1::.e Romance .£f ~~, the Vision of 
leI'S Plm"1J:l1an, ~he Faerie Queene, Pilc,"rim's Pro:;ress, and the mass 
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Prudentius gave the impetus to pure allegory. T~re~ore, 
in calculating the position o~ the Psychomachia the question i 
not so much~ How great a poem is the Psychomachia? but rather, 
'Nhat influence has it had? Chie~ly because of this historical 
eminence in the field of allegorical poetry have we set the 
poem down in what we sincerely believe to be its first English 
dress, hoping it may still retain something o~ the rustic air 
that characterizes the original. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
NOTES TO PART II 
~radiso iv, 37-48 •. (H.F. Caryls translation) 
D.L. Drew has an interesting monograph on this subject, The 
Allegory of the Aeneid, Basil Blackwell, Oxford, 1927. 
See Frank Russell Hamblin's dissertation, The Development 0 
Allegory in the Classical Allegory, submittea to the Univer 
Sity or CEIcago. 
This passage is taken from Jowett's translation of the Phae 
drus, Vol. 1, pages 535-536, (1899). ----
-
See Cicero, De Natura Deorum, I, xv, 36. Cum vero Hesiodi 
theogoniam ia-est originem deorum interpretatur, tol1it om-
nino usitatas perceptasque cognitiones deorum; neque enim 
Jovem neque Junonem neque Vestam neque qIemqlam qui ita ap-
pelletur in deorum habet numero, sed rebus inanimis atque 
mutis per quandam significationem haec docet tributa nomina 
A fuller discussion of this allegorizing spirit may be 
in Anne Bates Hersmanls Studies in Greek Allegorical Inter-
pretation, Chicago, The Blue Sky-Press, 1906, and in PaUl 
Decharme's La Criti~e des Traditions Religieuses chez 1es 
Grecs. 
See Lucretius, De Rerum Natura, III, 978 and following. 
"Hic Acherusia TIt stultorum deni~e vita." 
For examples of such allegories see Hatch, Hibbert Lectures 
1888, pages 50-65. 
Homer, Il1iad, xiv, 231. 
10. Ibid. xviii, 535. 
11. Hesiod, Theogony, 211 and following. 
12. Ovid, Metamorphoses, viii, 790 and following. 
13. Horace, ~, I, xxxv, 17 and following. 
14. Virgil, Aeneid, V, 838 and following. 
15. I Cor. x, 4. St. Paul also has a decided allegorical inter 
pretation of Abraham and his two wives in Gal. iv, 22 and 
following. 
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Clive S. Lewis in The AllegO~ of Love enunciates an 
interesting thesis. He '5eIieves t t-;-aS'"iil'en became more 
conscious of the moral struggle in their natures and as th 
tttwilight of the gods" dimmed, men turned within themselve 
in an effort to express their bellum intestinum. He sees 
in the Thebeid of Statius the gods without their personal-
ity playing allegorical roles that signift the mental 
states of men. Therefore, the Thebeid, if Lewis is right, 
would be a forerunner of the Psychomachia. Lewis himself, 
I fear, would fall under Socrates' censure. However, be 
that as it may, the Thebeid can scarcely be called a pure 
allegory, nor can any other literary product of classical 
antiquity. 
Note: In the translation that follows the asterisks indi-
----cate places in the poem that are treated in the Commentary 
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PART III 
THE PSYCHOII1ACI=IA 
Preface 
Senex fidelis, prima credendi via 
Abram, beati seminis serus pater, 
• 
adiecta cuius nomen auxit syllaba, 
Abram parenti dictus, Abraham deo, 
senile pignus qui dicavit victimae 
docens, ad aram cum litare quis velit, 
quod dulce cordi, quod pium, quod unicmn, 
dec libenter offerendum credito, 
.pugnare nosmet CUlll profanis gentibus 
'I 
'suasit suumque suasor exemplum dedit 
nee ante prolem coniuC;alem gignere 
dec placentem, matre virtute editam, 
quam strage multa bellicosus spiritus 
portenba cordis servientis vicerit. 
Vic tum feroces forte reges ceperant 
Loth inmorantem eriminosis urbibus, . 
Sodomae et Gomorrae, quas fovebat advena 
~ 
pollens honore patruelis gloriae. 
Abram sinistris excitatus nuntiis 
20. audit propinquum sorte captum bellica 
• 
• 
PART III 
TRARSLATION OF TEE PSYCHOMACHIA 
Preface 
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.' 
Abram, the fai thful{} patriarch, is a guiding way of 
belief. ~~ In his old age ft he became the parent of a glori 
lineage and had another syllable added to his name. He wa 
called Abram by his father, Abraham by God. ~~ He consecrat 
ed the son of his late years* as a sacrifice wherein he 
taught all those who wish to make an offering at the altar 
that they should freely give the God of their belief that 
which is dearest, most reverenced, and irreplaceable. Ab-
* raham exhorts us to give battle with unholy tribes, and 
the exhorter himself gives us an example that we should no 
bring forth legitimate children* pleasing to God, childr 
whose mother is virtue, until a great carnage wrought by 
* * our warlike spirits has vanquished the monsters that en-
slave our hearts. 
* Fierce kings chanced to overcome Lot and take him 
prisoner while he was sojourning in the wicked cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrha. He loved those cities, and they hon-
ored him because of his uncle's greatness. Abram heard 
sad tidings and learned that his nephew was a prisoner of 
war bound by cruel barbarian chains. He armed three hun-
, .-, I 
'ar,mat trecentos terque senos vernulas, 
pergant ut hostis terga euntis caedere, 
quem gaza dIves ac triumfus nobilis 
captis tenebant Inpeditum copiis. 
quin Ipse ferrum stringit et plenus dec 
reges superbos mole prae~rum graves 
pellit tugatos, sauciatos proterit. 
trangit catenas et rapinam liberat: 
30. aurum, puellas, parvulos, monIlIa, 
greges equarum, vasa, vestem, buculas. 
Loth Ipse ruptis expeditus nexibus 
attrita bacis colla liber erlgIt, 
Abram triumfi dissipator hostici 
redit recepta prole fratris Inclytus, 
ne quam'fidelis sanguInIs prosapiam 
vIs pessimorum possideret principum. 
adhuc recentem caede de tanta vIrum 
donat.sacerdos ferculis caelestibus, 
, 
40. del sacerdos rex et Idem praepotens 
.. 
(origo cuius tonte Inenarrabili 
secreta nullum prodit auctorem ,suI,) 
Melch1sedec, qua stirpe, quis maIorlbus 
. 
Ignotus, uni cognitus tantum deo. 
mox et trItor.m1s angelorum trinitas 
senis revisIt hospitis mapalla, 
~~ 
1 30. 
40. 
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dred and eighteen* servants to make a rear attack ~n the 
enemy as they fled encumbered by the rich treasures they 
had taken in their glorious triUl!lph. Abraham himself~ in-
spired by God~ drew a sword~ struck down the proud kings 
as they fled under the weight of their booty~ and trampled 
over the wounded. He broke the chains and released all 
that had been captured: gold~ young women~ children~ jew-
* els~ herds of mares~ vessels~ raiment~ and heifers. Lot 
was set free from his bonds and freely raised his neck~ 
* abraded by the links of the chains. ~Vhen Abram had thus 
put to naught his enemy's triumph~ he returned with the 
glory of having saved his brother's son so that none of 
* his faithful blood would pass into the keeping of the 
* wicked princes' power. 
\Vhile he is still bloody from such a slaughter the 
priest offers the man sacred dishes - God's priest~ a pow-
erful king whose origin and father are shrouded in mys 
Melchisedech~ * whose family and ancestry are unkno\m to 
save God. 
Soon three angels*visit the 10dge*of the hospitable 
* old man~ and Sara's withered womb becoming fertile~ the 
shriveled mother in her wonder knows the function of yout 
* joyful over her heir and repenting for having laughed de-
risively. 
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50. 
et iam vietam Sarra in alvum fertilis 
munus iuventae mater exsanguis stupet 
herede gaudens et cachinni paenitens. 
Haec ad figuram praenotata est linea, 
quam nostra recto vita resculpat pede: 
vigilandum in armis pectorum fidelium 
omnemque nostri portionem corporis, 
quae capta foedae serviat libidini, 
dQmi coactis liberandam viribus, 
nos esse large vernularum divites, 
si, quid trecenti bis novenis additis 
possint, figura noverimus mystica. 
mox ipse Christus, qui sacerdos verus est, 
60. parente natus alto et ineffabili, 
cibum beatis offerens victoribus 
parvam pudici cordis intrabit casam 
monstrans honorem trinitatis hospitae; 
animam deinde spiritus conplex1bus 
I 
pie maritam, .prolis expertem diu, 
faciet perenni fertilem de semine, 
tunc sera dotem possidens puerpera 
herede digno patris inplebit domum • 
• 
50. 
~ 
t 60. 
Ie 
r 
I. 
I 
i 
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This is the line which being figura ti vely set·' down 
~} 
our lives graven deeper as we follow it along. We must 
be watchful with the weapons of a faithful heart, and s 
some part of our bodies fall into the slavery of vile pas-
sions, we must rally all the forces of our household and 
set them free. We are more than rich in slaves if we but 
know the power in that mystical number, three hundred and 
~~ 
eighteen. 
Soon Christ himself, '* who is the true priest born of 
an exalted parent transcending words, will offer food~1- to 
His happy victors and will enter the lowly lodge of a hum-
ble * heart manifesting the 3;lory of a visit from the Trin-
"t * ~ y. Then the soul, His affectionate spouse, will be em-
braced by the Spirit and fecundated by His perpetual seed 
after her long sterility. i} ~l. In her years,~ the endowed 
mother will bless her home with a son worthy of his father. 
PSYCHOIvTACHIA 
Christe, graves hominum semper miserate labores·· 
qui patria virtute cluls propriaque sed una -
.unum namque deum colimus de nomine utroque, 
non tamen et solum, quia tu deus ex patre, Chrlste -
dissere, rex noster, quo milite pellere culpas 
mens armata queat nostri de pectoris antro, 
exoritur quotiens turbatis sensibus intus 
seditio atque animam morbor.um rixa fatigat, 
quod tunc praesidium pro libertate tuenda 
10. quaeve acies furiis inter praecordla mixtis 
obslstat mellore manu. nec enim, bone ductor, 
ma·gnarum virtutum inopes nervisque carentes 
20. 
"I 
christicolas vitiis populantibus exposulsti; 
lpse salutiferas obsesso in corpore turmas 
depugnare lubes, ipse excellentibus armas 
artibus ingenium, quibus ad ludibria cordis 
, 
obpugnanda po~ens tibi dimicet at tibi vincat. 
vincendi praesens ratio est, s1 comminus ips as 
v1rtutum facies et conluctant1a contra 
v1r1bus 1nfestis liceat portenta notare. 
35 
PSYCHOMACHIA .' 
* . o Christ, whose tender heart beats pityingly for our 
heavy travail, Thy Father's power is Thy diadem. 'Tis Thine 
as well as His, for Ye are two in one. We bow before one 
though we call Him by two titles.* Still, we do not 
* one Person, for Thou, 0 Christ, art God, seed of Thy Fa 
Teach us, 0 loving King,· what soldiery the mind can marsha 
* to rout the sinful hordes within the sanctuary of our 
breasts whenever our troubled senses fan the flame of insur-
rection in our fallen natures, and our spirit charges cease-
lessly upon our lower appetites. ViliAt garrison will then 
stand a more impregnable protector of our freedom? What 
10. phala"rue will be irresistible in the face of the raging de-
mons'i: in our souls? King of our hearts, when Thou subjectest 
Christians to the ravages of sin, ~~ Thou showerest them with 
grace and virtue. Thou orderest troops":- to strengthen our 
souls and war within our beleaguered bodies. Thou armest 
our natures with valiant weapons so we can beat down the 
foibles of our hearts, give battle in Thy name and in Thy 
name conquer. 
Our impulse to conqler will be quickened if Thou s 
est us fair Virtue's countenance in close familiarity and 
o. then pointest out what grave monsters' hostile strength is 
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Prima petit campum dubia sub sorta duel1i 
pugnatura Fides agrestl turblda cultu, 
nuda umeros, intonsa comas, exerta lacertos; 
namque repentinus laudis calor ad nova fervens 
. proelia nec telis memlnit nec tegmine cingi, 
pectore sed £ldens valido membrisque retectis 
prdvocat insani £rangenda pericula belli. 
ecce lacessentem conlatis viribus audet 
prima £erire Fidem veterum Cultura deorum. 
30. ilIa hostile caput falerataque tempora vittis 
altior insurgens labe£actat et ora cruore 
de pecudum satiata solo adplicat et pede calcat 
e1isos in morte ocu10s animamque malignam 
tracta intercepti commercia gutturis artant 
'\ 
di£fici1emque obitum suspiria longa fatigant. 
exultat victrix 1egio, quam mille coactam 
martyribus regina Fides anlmarat in hostem. 
nunc fortes ~ocios parta pro laude coronat , 
f10ribus arde~tique iubet vestirier ostro. 
* The first to take the field and try to swin~'the 
ance of War is belligerent Faith. . * Her rustic dress is 
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ordered, her shoulders bare, her hair disheveled, her arms 
* uncovered; for suddenly a love of praise has flared up in 
her, driving her on to fresh conflicts. She has no mind 
for weapons. She has no thought of a shield. Trusting 
* own valiant heart and unarmed body, she challenges the 
threatening enemy to come out and meet their doom in the 
mad war. 
To pick up the challenge the first champion daringly 
leaps from the opposite ranks. She throws her whole fury 
into the attack and strikes at Faith. It is Worship of the 
* 30. Ancient Gods. Faith rises to her full stature, strikes 
off her enemy's head with its fillet-bedecked brow,* brings 
to earth those lips that of yore had drunk deep draughts 
blood from sacrificial victimS, and grinds her bulging 
glassy eyes beneath her heel. Communication with the outer 
air is severed by the Cleavage of her throat, and thus her 
wicked breath is penned up in her body. Long, drawn-out 
sighs sap all her strength. Her death is agonizing.* 
A dance of victory goes round that legion of a thou-
sand martyrs emboldened by Queen Faith* against the foe. 
Now she orders flowery crowns and robes of brilliant purple 
put upon her brave allies* for their new-won honor. 
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40. 
50. 
Exim gramineo in calnpo concurrere pr01:1pta 
virgo Pudicitia speciosis fulget in armis, 
quam patrias succincta faces Sodomita Libido 
adgreditur piceamque ardenti sulpure pinum 
ingerit in faciem pudibundaque lumina flmamis 
adpe~it et taetro temptat subfundere fumo, 
sed dextram furiaG flagrantis et isnea dirae 
tela lupae saxe ferit inperterrita virgo 
excussasque sacro taedas depellit ao ore. 
tunc exarmatae iugulum meretricis adacto 
transfigit Gladio; calidos vomit ilIa vapores 
sanguine concretos caenoso, spiritus in de 
sordibus exhalans vicinas polluit auras. 
"hoc habet"tt exclamat victrix reGina" Itsupremus 
hic tibi finis erit, semper prostrata iacebis 
nec iam mortiferas audebis spargere flamraas 
in famulos farnulasque dei" quibus intima casti 
vena animi sola fervet de lampade Christi. 
tene" 0 vexatrix homim.uu" potuisse resumptis 
viribus extincti captis recalescere flatu" 
60. Assyriurn postqurun thalamum cervix Olofernis 
caesa cupidineo madefactun sanGUine lavit 
gemmantemque torum moechi ducis aspera Iudith 
sprevit et incestos conpescuit ense furores" 
;1 
r __ ------------------------------~--, 39 
o. Then, onto the grassy field, eager for combat, bright 
in her beautiful armor, dashes the virgin Chastity.·:~ Lust, 
Sodom's daughter, flourishes the brands of her birthplace a 
she rushes forth to meet the Virtue. She thrusts her pitc 
faggot of pine, aflame with sulphur, into Chastity's face 
as she lunges at those modest eyes with her fire and tries 
to stifle the Virtue with murky smoke. Undisturbed, the 
maiden strikes the raging fury's right arm and the wild 
strumpet's fiery weapons with a rock, fending the pitch 
torch from her face and knocking it to the groUnd.* In a 
thrice she sweeps out her sword and pierces the throat of 
o. the disarmed courtesan. Steaming clots of fetid blood pour 
out upon the ground, and the foul stench of her breath pol-
lutes the air about. oI} 
o. 
* ftVictorylU cries the elated queen,·~ Uat last thou 
hast really met thy doom. o!~ Be the dust thy couch forever. 
Never more shalt thou dare to flourish thy death-dealing 
brands in the midst of the children of God. Their chaste 
hearts are kindled only with the flame of passion for Christ 
UThou, scourge of mankind, couldst regain thy stl"'ength 
and breathe new life into thy death-chilled form once Holo-
i L fernes' . hacked-off neck had drenched the Assyrian chamber 
with his lustful blood."~ Stout-hearted Judith spurned the 
jeweled couch of this lecherous chief and balked with her 
famosum mulier referens ex hoste tropaeum 
non trepidante manu" vindex mea caelitus audaxl 
at fortasse parum fortis matrona sub umbra 
legis adhuc pugnans" dum tempora nostra figurat" 
vera quibus virtus terrena in corpora fluxit" 
grande per infirmos CaPut excisura ministros: 
70. numq~id et intactae post partu~ virginis" ex quo 
corporis humani naturam pristina origo 
deseruit carnemque novam vis ardua sevit 
a.tque innupta de"mn concepit femina Cbristum" 
mortali de :matre hominem sed CU111 patre nUT.1en. 
inde 01,::ni8 iam eli va caro est, quae concipi t ilIum 
naturamque dei consortis foedere sumit. 
verbum quippe caro factum non destitit esse 
quod fuerat, verbum, dum ca~nis glutinat uRum, 
80. maiestate quidem non degenerante per usunl 
carnis, sed miseros ad nobiliora trahente. 
ille :manet, quod semper erat" quod non erat, esse 
incipiens; nos, quod fu1:mus, iam non Sl,.'ll1US, aucti 
nascendo in melius: mihi contulit et sibi mansit, 
4J. 
sword the fury of his onrushing passion.* W'ha t a 'fJ!:\ophy 
that valiant woman bore back from the enemy's camp in her 
steady handl Hers was a boldness from on hir;h - my fearles, 
avenger! 
"Yet, perchance, this brave matron' so!~ victory did not 
endure because she fought under the Old Law, o)~ a mere shadow 
of these our days when perfect Chastity flows through morta 
veins, and the mighty head of Vice falls at the stroke of 
70. puny hands. But now that an all-chaste Virgin~~lms come in-
to the world, where is thy dominion? At her comingo)~ the 
oriGinal sinful nature of human flesh slipped from mankind, 
-i~ 
and power from on high planted flesh anew. 
~ ... UVirgin flesh conceived a God and brought forth 
Christ. His mother was a mortal; He was man. Still, like 
His Father, He was God. o)~ Henceforth, tD~t flesh is wholly 
blessed which once bore Him and now partakes of the nature 
.I' 
of God because of its marriage bond with Him. ,r Yet, in be 
coming flesh the Word ceased not to be what He had ever bee 
~ ... 
_ the Word;" though now He was united humanly with flesh. 
O. The majesty of God did not lower itself by union with our 
flesh; rather, He raised His wretched creatures to His 
tbrone. He remained what He had always been; what He had 
not been, He now began to be. No longer are we what we 
~!-
were, since we are now enriched by our birth to a vast in-
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nec deus ex nostris minuit sua, sed sua nostris 
dlOO tribuit, nosmet dona ad caelestia vexit. 
dona haec slmt l quod victa iaces, lutulenta Libido, 
nec mea post Eariam potis es perfrineere iura. 
tu princeps ad mortis iter, tu ianua leti, 
corpora conmaculans animas in tartara mercis • 
abde caput tristi iaml frieida pestis l abysso, 
occide, prostibulur.1, 11:anes petel claudere Averno, 
inque tenebrosurn noctis detrudere funduy.~l 
te volvant subter vada flammea, te vada nigra., 
sulpureusque rotet per stae;na sonantia vertex, 
nec iam christicolas, furiarur11 r:J.axi...'1la, temptes, 
ut purgata suo serventur corpora regie It 
dixerat haec et laeta Libidinis interfectae 
morte Pudici tia gladium Iordanis in uncU.s 
O. abluit infectu .. '1l, sanies cui 1"ore rubenti 
haeserat et nitidum macularat vulnere ferrum. 
expiat ergo aciem fluviali docta lavacro 
victricem victrix abolens baptismate lubern 
hostilis iuguli nec iam contenta piatloo 
condere vaginae gladiuml ne tecta rUbigo 
occupe t abluturn scabrosa sOl~de ni torem, 
v O.loc,t:;~' c,:"1d t7~.o cc.to of holl, bo:::o":.)103t I)OCli03 [lDC] plUJ1Gont 
In~o the '010.0]: 
" , .. ~_, :~3 3, ~I" t~L011 c lClrll~l:! J .1 01,). !] t (31) • Ido, trollop .. Go t t.: '.0 e ::~onc 0 
:JOVOlU~ >0:''', 1:'011. 
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catholico in templo divini fontis ad aram 
consecrat, aeterna splendens ubi luce coruscet. 
Ecce modesta gravi stabat Patientia vultu 
110. per medias inm.ota acies variosque tVJl1ultus 
vulneraque et rigidis vitalio. pervia pilis 
spectabat defixa oculos et lenta manebo.t. 
hanc proeul Ira tl~ens, spl~anti fervida rietu, 
sanguinea intorquens subfuso ll.~ina felle, 
ut belli exsortem teloque et voce laeessit 
inpatiens morae conto petit, increpat ore 
hyrsutas quatiens galeato in vertice cristas: 
llen tibi, Martis,tt ait, ttspectatrix libera nostri, 
exeipe mortiferum seCllro pectore ferrum 
120. nee doleas, quia turpe tibi gemuisse dolorem." 
sic ait et stridens sequitl~ convicia pinus 
per teneros crispata notos et certa sub ipsum 
defertur stomach1J1TI rectoque inliditur ictu, 
sed resilit duro loricae excussa repulsu. 
provida nam virtus conserto adamante trilicem 
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ti ty dedicates her weapon in a Catholic temple-l~ at ~he al-
tar of the Divine Fount where it may Gloriously shine in 
everlasting splendor. 
I,Iotionless, modest Patience-l!- stands in the midst of 
110. the armies. Her grave eyes view the several violent en-
COl.lllters, the wounded men with entrails pierced by harsh 
120. 
-i~ javelins. She lowers her eyes and stands quietly. 
Then from across the field Angel", swollen vdth rage 
and furiously frothing from her gaping l'Ylouth, rolls her 
bloody eyes surcharged with bitterness, brandishes her s 
and taunts the Virtue for not casting in her lot with war • 
She cannot bide her time. .l'. H~ling her pike" and shouting 
i} 
the while, Anger grazes the bristly crest of Patience's 
belmed head. 
ULet that be thine, thou detached gazer at our 
~} 
strife, It she cries. "Talce thou my deadly steel to thy 
protected breast. Don't grieve. 'Tis vf!'ong for thee to 
tt'~} mu~"'mur over pain. 
She pauses. A. whistling pine slw.ft which she hurls 
trll'ough the light air takes up the noise of her abuse. 
Straight to the pit of Patience's stomach it flies; strike 
her squarely and rebounds, turned back b-:r the strong resis 
tance of her cuirass";~ (for the Virtue with forethought has 
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130. 
140. 
induera t thoraca umeris squa.r:1osaqu.e ferri 
texta per intol"tOs conmiserat undique nervos; 
inde quieta manet Patientia, fortis ad omnes 
telOr1.1111 nimbos et non penetrabile durans" 
nec mota est iacnlo monstri sine more furentis 
opperiens propriis peri turrun viribus Iram. 
scilicet indomi tos postquam stomachando lacel'tos 
barbara bellatrix inpenderat et iaculorurd 
nube supervacuam lassaverat inrita dextram, 
cum ventosa levi cecidissent tela volatu 
iactibus et vacuis hastilia fl'acta iacerent, 
vertituT' ad capulun manus inproba et ense corusco 
conisa in plagam dextra sublimis ab aure 
eri[;;itur mediumque ferit librata cerebrum. 
aerea sed cocto cassis formata metallo 
tir~itum percussa refert aciemque retundit 
dura resultantem" frangit quoque vena rebellis 
inlisUll1 chalybem, d1.1.'Ill cedere nescia cassos 
excipit adsultus ferienti et tuta resistit. 
Ira ubi truncati mucronis fragmina vidit 
et procul in partes ensem crepuisse minutas" 
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clad her shoulders in a triple-woven corselet reinf't>rced b 
steel and has completely covered this with iron scales 
twisted into the fabric. -l~) 
Quietly Patience holds her Bround. Courageously she 
faces the full shower of weapons, of which not one inflicts 
130. a wound. The javelin of this unusually vicious monster no 
7/hit disturbs her calm as Patience waits for Anc;er to ex-
haust herself. And so, forsooth, 'when that barbariani~ 
v:arrioress has spent her Ul1ruly strength in passion and 
vdth a cloud of ineffectual weapons has uselessly wearied 
her right arm; v/hen her ill-sent arrows after a swift 
fliCht have found their target in the earth; when futile 
hurling l~as strewn broken shafts about; then, clutching th 
hilt of her sword in her wicked hand and putting all her 
might into the blo'w, she raises the ,c:leaming blade hiGh a-
bove the ric;ht side of her head, poises it, and comes down 
full across Patience's brain. 
140. Patience's bronze casque of forged metal rings with 
the blow and stoutly turns back the rebounding blade. The 
striking steel is shattered. Unyieldingly the casque with 
stands the futile attack and safely w'ards off the smi tine; 
foe. 
Vfhen Anger sees the pieces of her truncated sword an 
the tin bits of steel rattling over the plain, she grips 
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iam c~~pulum retinente manu sine pondere ferri 
mentis inops ebur infelix decorisque pudendi 
perfida signa abicit rronumentaque tristia longe 
150. spernit et ad propriDm succenditur effera let~un. 
missile de multis, quae frustra sparserat, unum 
pul vere de campi perversos sUl~i t in usus: 
160. 
rasile figit humi lignlUu nc se cuspide versa 
perfodi t et calido ~)Ul1nOnem vulnere transit. 
quam superadsistens Patientia: ftvicimus, It inquit, 
"exultans vitium solita virtute sine ullo 
sanguinis ac vitae discrilnine; lex habet istud 
nostra genus belli, fUl"ias omnemque malorum 
militi~ et rabid~s tolerando extinguere vires. 
ipsa sibi est hostis vaesania seque furendo 
interimi t I!lOri turque suis Ira ignea telis. It 
haec effata secat medias inpune cohortes 
egregio comitata viro; nam proximus lob 
haeserat invictae dura inter bella magistrne, 
fronte severus adhuc et multo funere nnhelus, 
sed iam clausa truci subridens ulcera vultu 
perquecica triclUU numerum suda ta recensens 
milia pugHar'L1H, sua praemia, dedecus hostis. 
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her now blade less hilt in her fist and wildly fling .. away 
the unfortunate i vory-4} - a trai toro'tls remembrance of her 
scandalous renoym. ythen she had tbrust the sorry souvenir 
150. afar, a wild desire of suicide enflamed her heart. One of 
the missi1e2 she has cast in vain she snatches from the dust 
for her ;..;r:il purpose. She plants the smooth spear in the 
ground, point upward, and transfixes herself upon it open-
inc; a hot 7lOund in her breas t. 
Patience stands beside her and proclaims: "Eine is 
the v:5.ctory. Vice has fallen low before l~y wonted power. 
'Twas not my blood nor life that ran the dancer, for 'tis 
the Virtues' code of war to struggle thus. ~;Vhen Vice and 
Rin grow I"u.rious with I'age, we bear their charlIes and thus 
160. wear out their strength. liladness dies of self-e!1..mi ty. In 
her fury she slays herself. Death comes to fiery Anger on 
her own spear point. u 
Her words ended, Patience safely cu~s her "'ray thro 
the center of the cohorts, escorted by a far-famed hero. 
Job has clung close to the side of his invincible mistress 
since the hard battle began. His face is saddened still. 
!-Ie breathes deeply in his overwhelmine; sorrow. Yet, even 
now, his healed sores draw a smile tbrough the sadness of 
~:. 
his countenance, for by the number of his glorious wounds 
he tells the sweat of a thousand battles - his glory, the 
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illum diva iubet tandem requiescere ab omni 
170. armorum strepitu captis et perdita quaeque 
multiplicare opibus nec iam peritura referre. 
ipsa globos legionuril et conClJrrentia rumpi t 
agmina vulnifero3 gradiens into.cta per imbres. 
or,mi'bus una comes virtutihu.s adsociatur 
180. 
au..""<:ili u.mque suum fortis Pa tientia miscet. 
nulla anceps luctamen init virtute sine ista 
virtus et vidua est, quam non Patientia firmat. 
Forte per effusas inflata Superbia tUrmas 
effreni volitabat equo, quem pelle leonis 
texerat et validos villis oneraverat armos, 
quo se fulta iubis iactantius illa ferinis 
inferret tumido dispectans ag:mina fastu. 
turritull1 tortis caput adcumularat in altum 
crinibus, exstructos augeret ut addita cirros 
congeries ex Ulneris SUIl1Ll0 collect8. coibat 
palla sinu teretem nectens a pectore nodum; 
a cervice fluens tenui velamine lDnbus 
concipit infestas textis turgentibus auras. 
~~ ignominy of his enemy. .' 
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At length Job's gracious conrade bids: ~Rest here 
l'70. from all that noise of strife and take thou from the booty 
manyfold what thou hast lost. See thou comest not back 
this time, however, with tr...ings that perish. tt~~ 
Into the masses of the legions and the engaged armies 
Patience breaks her way, advancing unscathed tbrough the 
showers of weapons. Brave Patience is a friend of every 
V • t * ~rJue. To each she lends her strength. 1;0 Virtue leap 
into the hazards of battle save that Virtue be with her, 
for she is ineffectual whom Patience does not strengthen. 
Then through the scattered troops arrocant Pride* 
flies to and fro on an unbridled horse over whose back she 
180. has thrown a lion's skin. She has weighed dovm his power-
ful shoulders with shaggy hair so that she, seated in a 
vdld beast's mane, might carry herself more haughtily, and 
pompously cast disdainful glances on the COl'UTIon soldiers. 
A turret of false hair is piled high on her head so that 
the added mass might increase her b01.mtiful cur-Is, and tha 
a lofty headress might rise from her high straight brow.-;~ 
A long robe of fine linen is gathered tOGether at her 
shoulders and flows in a fulsome fold, tucked beneath her 
breast in a neat girdle. From her neck flutters a flimsy 
wind. 
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190. nec minus instabili sonipes feritate superbit 
inpatiens madidis frenarier ore. l'1J.patis, 
huc illuc frendens obvertit terga negata 
libertate fugae pressisque t'llYJ1c8cit habenis. 
hoc sese ostentans habitu ventosa virago 
inter ut!>amque aciem s'llpereminet et faleratuIJ 
circumflectit equum vultuque et voce minatur 
adversum spectans cuneum, quem milite raro 
et paupertinis ad bella coecerat armis 
Eens Humilis, rezina quidem sed egens alieni 
200. a,\.1xilii proprio nec sat confisa para tu. 
210. 
Spem sibi collegam cOnitUlxerat, edita cui Us 
et suspenso. ab humo est Opulentia divite regno. 
ergo humilem postquam male sana Superbia ~,=entem 
vilibus instructam nullo ostentamine telis 
aspicit, in vocern dictis se effundit amaris: 
"non pudet, 0 miseri, plebeio milite claros 
adtemptare duces ferroque lacessere gent em 
insignem titulis, veteres cui bellica virtus 
divitias peperit laetos et gramine colles 
imperio co.lcare dedit? nunc o.dvena nuo.u3 
nititur antiquos, si fas est, pellere regesl 
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190• No less proud is her trampling-footed mount, 1!htamed 
and restless, impatient of the frothy, jagged curb that 
cbecks his mouth. Here and there he wheels, champing his 
bit. ~Vith no chance of flight, he heaves u.nder the pres-
sure of the reins. 
Thus arrayed, the conceited virago makes her appear-
nnce. In the midst of both arnies she stands out as she 
wheels her bedizened charger about and th...reatens with word 
e.nd glance, looking at the enemy's serried ranks which, 
v.ri th hardly a fighting man and with the poorest weapons, 
has been drafted into the war by Humility - a queen, {t. in-
200. deed, but one reliant on foreign aid, mistrustful of her 
ovm resources. 
Hope is her colleague. This Vir'tue' s wealth is 
stored up and kept for her in a rich kinGdom beyond this 
wOl'ld. And so when headless Pride sees Humility most un-
pretentiously arned with poor weapons* she pours out her 
thoughts in bitter language:. 
"Do ye not blush, ye 'worthless men, {:. to try us noble 
leaders and challenge with your swords us titled lords 
whose warring valor has gained us ancient treasures and 
won for us beautiful hillsides of grain which we may tram-
210. p1e do,,'m in overweaning power'? NOVI naked strangers want t 
ds if so the canl Behold 'Nha t kind 
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220. 
230. 
en qui nostra suis in praedrun cedere dextris 
sceptra volunt, en qui nostras sulcare novales' 
arvaque capta manu popularier hospite aratro 
contendunt duros et pellere l.larte colonos 1 
nempe - 0 ridiculum vulgus! - natalibus horis 
totum hominem et calidos a ma.tre amplectimul' 
viroque potestatum pel: r::embra recentis almnni 
sparsimus et rudibus 
quis locus in nostro. tunc vobis sede do.bo.tur, 
congenitis cum re~ilo. simul dicionibus aequo 
robure ere scebRl:. t? no. ti narn luce sub 1..ma 
et dom.us et domini paribus ac10levimus annis, 
ex quo plasma novum de consaepto paradisi 
lind te progrecliens amplum transfugi t in orbem 
pellitosque habitus sunpsit venerabilis Adam, 
nudus adhuc, ni nostra foret praecepta secu 
quisna.m iste ignotis hostis nunc nure;it ab or 
inportunus, iners, illfelix, degener, amens, 
qui sibi tam serum ius vindicat, hactenus e 
nimirurn vacuae credentur frivola famae, 
quae miseros optare iubet quandoque futuri 
spem fortasse boni, lenta ut solacia mollem 
desidiam piGro rerD-r:J. medi tamine palpent. 
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quid, ni ill08 spes pal~)et iners, quos pulvere in is to 
tirones Bellona truci non excitat aore 
inlJellesque animos virtus tepefactc. resolui t? 
anne Pudici tiae gelidu.m iecur utile bello est, 
an tenerum pietatis opus sudattJ.r in armis? 
240. quam pudet, 0 Iuavors et Virtus conscia, talela 
contra stare aciem ferroque lacessere nugas 
et cun virgineis dextran conferro choraeis, 
Iustitia est ubi semper egens et p8.uper Eonesto.s, 
o.1'ido. Sobrieto.s, uJ.bo Ieiunia vultu, 
sunsuine vix tonui Pudor interfus1)s, aperta 
Sir:lplici tas e t ad orrme po. tens sine tea1ine 'Julnus 
et prostrata in :hUJ.1UlYl nec libe1'a iudice sese 
:,:ens Eurdlis, qt1.am de;:::enererl trepidatio p1'od1tl 
fa:w eeo, sub podibu3 st:lpularl..1l'!1 more toratur 
250. invalicla iata Y;1anUSj neque enim perfrincere duris 
dignarTur gladiis algenti et sanguine ferrum 
inbuere fragilique viros foedare triUlJ1fo. tt 
Talia vociferans rapidum caloarious urc;et 
cornipeder::. laxisque volat teneraria frenis 
hos tem hmdlem cupiens inpulsu Ulnbonis equini 
s ternere de iec t2.I'1que sl:.percalcf:lre ruinam. 
sed cadit in foveam prueceps, quam callida forte 
Fraus interciso subfoderat aequore fm'"'tim, 
Fraus detestandis vitioru.rn e pestibus una, 
240. 
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Suppose that idle Hope bad not coaxed into that dus1f those 
,g 
recrui ts whom Bellona" ~:/i th her fierce trumpet could not 
stir. '}ould those craven spirits have rallied to a fireles 
J~ 
virtue? Is Chastity's cold liver" of service in war? Does 
Piety's tender solicitude sweat beneath a warrior's shield? 
It'aba t shame is nine, 0 I\Iars and l'!ly OVlll interior 
Strength, that such a force should stand against me, and 
thp.t I should have to raise my sword to challenge silliness 
and tal~e up arms acainst a troop of r'l811cing maidens: this 
ever-needy Justice and the pauper Honesty, dry Sobriety, 
pale-faced Fast, delicately blushing Eodesty, and frank Sim 
plicity ~J{ho has no guard for any wound •. ::- And here, prostrat 
upon the fjrOlmd, a slave by her oym wil~ lie s ITuI1ili ty whon 
fear has proved a covrard. I shall see to it tho. t under my 
~'" feet, stubble-like, this motley band is trampled dmm.· I 
250. ('liscle.in to force my way tr-n:ough them with tempered blades, 
in cold blood to stain my steel and brine on strong nen ig-
nominy through a weakling1s victory.1t 
Rantinc; so, she spurs on her SYJ'ift Charger. Freeing 
the reins, she flies heedlessly along burning with the de-
sire to lay low her DUI:o.ble enemy by the impact of the boss 
on her horse's breastplate and to ride down her fallen foe. 
3ut she tUlnbles headlong into a pitfall ','Ihich clever Prauo. 
has dug across the plain in secret. Fraud, one of that 
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260. 
270. 
280. 
falleD~i versuta opifex, quae praescia belli 
planitiem scrobibus vitiaverat insidiosis 
['ostili de parte latens, ut fossa ruentes 
exciperet cuneos atque agmina merso. voraret, 
QC, D.e fallacerl plJ.teum deprendere l)OSset 
cauta aCies, virB1s adopertas texerat oras 
et superinrosi to simularat caespi to campn.>n. 
at reg;ina hl.u:1ilis, quunvis isnara, nan.eba t 
ul teriore loco nec ao.1-mc ad fraudis opertm1 
venerat aut foveae calcarat furta nalic:nae. 
hune eques illa dolum, dUY."1 fertur praepete cursu, 
incidit et caeClli" subito patefeeit j.:tatum. 
prona ruentis equi cervice involvitur ac sub 
pectoris inpressu fracto. inter crura rotatur. 
at viI'tus placidi moderruilinis, ut levi to. tem 
prospicit obtritam monstri sub morte iacentis, 
in tendi t gres S1)1il rnediocri ter, Os quoque parce 
erigit et comi lTIo(:leratur caudia vultu. 
cunetanti Spes fida comes s1Jccurrit et offert 
ul torem gladiU!.':1 laudisque inspira t [~mOrelJl. 
ilIa cruentat1.1.I1 correptis crinibus hoster;} 
protrahit et racism laeva revocante 8ul'inat, 
tunc caput orantis flexa cervice resectl11li 
eripit ac nadiao suapendit colla capillo. 
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of vices, in deception n cl~nnil1G nrti'tian, knew 
bcfore:t.o.nd of t~~a on. Vela nnd cut up thlJ fie ld '.7i th do.nc;erouG 
tro~~.c>e3, ccu,louflac;ed .f;:'Ol.l the eneny 80 t>c..t tile ditcbes 
,·,onl rl receive the :9]l..'1lo.11;:e3 o.nd 3'.7o.ll01:! t:te (lioappeo.rinc; 
. 
..... 
D.r}~~7". ~,,,oreover, 80 t~.W.t tl"lO watchful troops r1i,)lt not de-
[';.far o.nd },acl not as ~Tet dro.vm near :?ro.ud t s opening, nor ho.d 
~to trod upon the hiddcn, evil pit.fn.ll.* It "JaS into this 
tro.p tb.at tl"J.e rider }:lG.d fallen as she dc..sheo. alo11.e; 8.nd sucl-
dell.l~r open.od tLe concealed Gap. Pr::.de ;;lipo forward around 
Jicr ]"lOrSe' S noc1r she falls violontly dO'.vn. .she is pr'G 3 se 
~Jeneo.t11 t]~e horse' n chest [I.nd 1"0113 betwec:1. his 1.)1"01:-en lees. 
",.. 
rrhe Virtue of L~antle mien 1001:8 upon the crl.l:J;1ed foll· 
of tr'o l.lonster lyinc on tbe verge of doath nnd cali'ely w[l11:s 
to'\"rard her, even raisinG her eyeD a little a3 ,3he tempel"'s 
',or jO:'l ann cheorful COUl1te:::1D.nce. ~ho b.88itates. I=ope, he 
,., . t' ,... " . :cal ~/111.~ conpanloll, 
8Y!ord [ll"~d :C'ir08 J~.er '7ith love of pro.i3o.0\:· Ilunility cl~tc:1.e 
her bloody foe by the hc.ir o.nd drag,'] bel' free. Then she 
turns bc..cl:: Priete' s face '.'.ri th the force of hox' left hand" 
cuts the bead of the 3upplia.:.1t frOY:1 l:er ClJIver'J Jlock, s.:latch 
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extinctu.m vitiU1TI sancto Spes increpat ore: 
II dec 1" 11'" '-'"1" 0.'1 de 1 0 qU1" 
._ •. ) .~v 0'" C J.~ , fr'an[;i t deus omne sl).perbum, 
caclunt, inflata crepant, tumefacta premuntur. 
disce supercilium deponere, disce co.vere 
ante pede s -foveo.r:1, quisquis sublirle ninaris 1 
pervul.:;a ta vi~~et nost.ri sententia Christi 
290. sco.ndere ce1sa huui1es et ad i1.1a redire feroces. 
vidimus 1:orrendum IPe),1bri s aninisqne C·olian. 
invalida cecidisse r:unu: pueri1is in illu.'TI 
dextera .f1.illo.li torsi t strj.dor'e lapillurn 
traiectamque cavo penetravit vulnere frontem. 
ille minax, ric;ic1us, iactans, truculentus, runp.rus, 
n.1.Jl1;' tUY:let indoy'1i t1.un., dum forr:1idabile fervet, 
dum sese ostentat, clipeo dur,l terr'itat a1.U"8.13, 
expertus, pueri quid possint ludicra parvi, 
subc1..!bui.t tener'is bellator turbidus annis. 
300. nO tunc ille puer virtutis pube secutus. 
florentes aninos surSUJ:l in mea r(~cnc. tetendi t, 
serva tur quia certo. l:1ihi domus omnipotentis 
sub pedibus domini rneque ad sul:)line voc8.r:.tem 
victores Cc.e8f~. culpar1..lJ:n labe capessunt. n 
dixit et aura tis praestringens aero. pinnis 
in caelu!?l se vireo rapit. !:1irantur euntem 
rope':3 l"oly ton.::;ue upbraids Pride as she lies in deaath. 
ItLet that be the end of thy grandiloquence. God S~1a t 
tArS all thin.:;ss proud.* Gpandeur topples; distension 
bursts; thinGs puffed up flatten.. Learn to lower thy brow, 
J" .. 
c_!.ld learn to nhun the pita t thy feet, 0 thou ~.'/ho ':rouldst 
t:":J:'eaten baughtily. i'orld-~'Tide is the c'loctl'ine of our 
C;l::rist: To the heig},ts ascend the -tJ.umble; to the deptbs the 
iH:301ent once more come .It do\"rn ... We have seen Goliath, terri 
ble in form and spirit, felled by a \'!eaklingf shand. {:. /1. 
bO~T' s riCht hand cas t a pebble at him with a swishinG sling 
It struck his forehead and entered by a hollow ",round. That 
tYreatener, that unyieldinG braggadocio, cruel and bitter .. 
3ven rrhile he 'was puffed up as one vndefeated, while he 
ru.:.;ed as a foarful enemy .. even while 11.e strutted about and 
1.7ith his shield made all the air Vibrate .. fully cognizant,.. 
the power of small boysl pranks .. that blustering warrior 
.. 
fell victim to those tender yearn.w 
ttI{} am tl"e one that boy in bis youthful virtue 
~ollowed. He lifted h13 flowerint3 soul hi[;h into my ki.';'1G-
~ 
,'1om and he is :Javed.. for I h8.ve a ceptain dwellinG at .... the 
"L'83t of the 01~1l1ip')tent Lord. I it 10 ':Th ora , callinc tbel-:J. on 
1-'1:;11" vic tors 8e01: '.7hen the stain of s1n }lD.S bee:'..1 obli tcr-
tI .. ~ 8.ted. 
She had ,spoken. 3ea tine the air 'I'7i th golden wia.::;s, 
310. 
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virtutes tolluntque animos in votu volentes 
ire siraul, ni bella duces terrena retarc'lent. 
con.f'li.Sl111.t vi tiis seque ad sua praenic. servant. 
Venera t occi(1uis mundi de f'inil-ms hos tis, 
Luxuria extin.ctae ian dudtlln proclica faIYIae, 
delibutu comas, oculis vaeD., Inneuida VOCG, 
perdita deliciis, vitae cui CUUSD. voluptas, 
elurnb61:1 l,1011ire animm:l, petulantex' amoenas 
baurire inlecebras et fractos solvere sensus. 
ac tunc pervigilem ructabat marcida cenarn, 
sub lucem quia forte iacens ad fercula raucos 
auc1iera t li tuos a tque inde tepentiu l:i_nquen s 
pocula lupsa::1ti per vina et balsOJTIu gressu 
ebria calcutis ar] bellur.1 floribus ib.:lt. 
non t3J:;}en illa pedes, sod curru invecta venusto 
saucia 1;1ira.ntun capielJat corde virorUr.":1. 
o nova pUGnandi species 1 non ales ha.runc1.o 
nervum pulsa fueit nee stridula loncea torto 
emica t ~r:ento, franeam nec deztra mina tur, 
sed violas lasciva iacj.t folii8q'\.J0 r088.rU1:1 
dimicat et calatb03 inimica per [l.gI~li:1.a funrlit. 
inde eblandi t:ls virtutibus huli tU3 inle::K 
inspirat tener1.1TI1 labefucta per ossa venenur::'. 
et male dulcis oc~or donat ora et pectora et arm.a 
ferro. tosq1..1e toros obliso l"obure l:1ulcet. 
~--------------------I 
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departure, lifted their hearts in prayer and longed -to go 
vri th her, but their leaders were held bacle on earth. They 
cive battle to Vice, and they themselves are saved. 
-)' .. ?rom the western' bounds of the earth came the next 
chrunpion of the Vices -
~. 3ensuali ty •.• Lone; ruined though 
her reputation was, she threw it to the winds with perfumed 
hair and dreamy eyes and lan[;uid voice. She had abandoned 
herself to luxury. Life for her was pleasure, the easing 
of an enervated spirit, a wanton draught of love's entice-
nents in which to drovm one's jaded senses. Even now she 
is pale-facedly retching an all-niGht dinner, for unto dawn 
.. 
perchance has sre lain'; at table lis tening to the srlrill 
tr'umpets. 1'fhen she arose from her 'I;'larm cups·~:· sbe staggered 
320. v1i th wine and balsam. Drunk, her corsage crushed, she goes 
to war. She is not on foot; but, riding in a charming 
chariot she capt"iJ.res the wounded hearts of wonder-struck me 
Ah, a new l:i11.o. of warfare! l~o vlingeo. shaft flies from its 
taut bowst~ing; no whistline spear flashes from its twisted 
thong; nor does a javelin poise threatenly in her hand. 
Rather, the wanton strews violets and gives battle ydth 
rose leaves as she empties baskets of flowers throughout 
the enemy's 11.nes. Then, when she has cajoled the Virtues, 
330. her seducive breath fills their weakened limbs with a pleas-
ing poison. An insidiously sweet scent oV'erpowers their 
heads, their breasts, their weapons. Iron-clad muscles ~se 
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deiciunt ani1'.103 ceu victi et spicula ponunt 
turpi tel", tieu, dextris lanc;uentibus olx;tupefacti, 
c1tun currun varia gel11l1arUl:1 luee micantem 
mirantur, clu~n bratteolis crepitantia lora 
et solido ex auro pretiosi l)onderis aXel:rl 
defixis ,inbiant obtutibus et radiorur.1 
arcento albenten seriem, quam SU1'l-:1D. rotarurn 
flexul'a electri pallentis continet orbe. 
40. et iam cuncta. aeies in deditionis amorem 
sponte sua versis transibat perfida sicnis 
Luxuriae servire volens dor:linaeque fluentis 
iura pati et laxa ganearum lege teneri. 
ingemuit tam triste nefas fortissima virtus 
Sobrietas dextro soeios decedere cornu 
invictamque manura quondam sine caede perire. 
vGxillun sublime crucis, quod in asr.line pri:r.lO 
dw~ bona praetulerat, defixa cuspide sistit 
instauratque levem dictis mordacibus [~laIr1. 
50. exstimulans f:lnimos nunc probris" nunc pl"ece mixta: 
"quis furor insanas agitat caligine nentes, 
quo ruitis, c.ui colla datis, quae vincula tandem -
pro pudor - armigeris amor est perferl'e lacertis, 
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theit' strength and soften. Spirits droop li}:e those.'of van 
quisl1ed men. Spears are stacked in co':mrdice. Alas, right 
},and:3 fall pow'erless as men stand st'Lumed, aclJ::lirinc; her 
cl",-ariot spal~ldin:; in its varied glearn of Gens, garJing vri th 
bewi tched expressions at tb.e Cold leaf tinkling on the 
reinS and at the solid gold axle of preci01.~s ~7eight, won-
derillg at the white succession of silver spo]{es 'whose rim 
340. is a circle of wb~te gold. 
.. 
".r How the whole l:i.ne is basely 
..~ 
, l"l'nc' ..... 0 a desl're of ~urrender.~' Yle u. 6 l". - Of their own accords, 
traitorously they Give over their standards* wishing to be 
slaves of Sensuality, to swear allegiance to a soft queen, 
?~ 
and to obey the loose law of the brothel. ' 
This moan treas on wrung a cry from that firm Vil"'tue, 
Sobriety. liLy friends on the ric;ht wing are civing way. 
That troop h.as never been defeated. They are dying with-
out bloodshed. It 
The lofty Standard of the Cross~:- \,,1hich t11 is noble 
leader has carried forth in the front ranks -:" is fixed to a 
spear. She plants it in the ground and confronts the soft-
350. enine; wins 'wi th Y{ords that bite, stirring their hearts nO'>'l 
with abuse, now seasoning her speech ~ith pleading. 
ItUhat dark nadness drives yom'" rn:Lnds insane? ';Jhither 
a.re ye fleeing? To yrhom are ye giving your necl::s? ",[hat 
chains, at lenGth, for shame, do your soldier arms desire 
66 
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lilie. luteolis intorlucentia sortie 
et ferrucineo vernantes flore coronas? 
his placet adsuetas bello ian tradere palraas 
aexibus, his ri[idas nodia innectier ulnas, 
ut nitra caesariem cohioens aurata virllen 
conbibat infllslun c:poceo roleC8.1nine nardnn, 
post :Lnscripta oleo frontis sicnacllla, per quae 
lUlGuentum reGale datum est ct c.llrisr:1tl perenne, 
ut tener incessus vestigia s:rrmatc vcrrat 
sericaque infractis fluitent ut pallia membris 
post innortulem tunicam, qU_:lr.l pollice docto 
texui t alr,Hl F'ide s dans i:1penetrai)ile te ,Ql1en 
pectoribus lotis, dederat quibus ipsa ronasci, 
inde ad nocturnas epulas, ubi cantharus ineens 
despui t effusi spumantia dO.Inna :?aleJ:'ni 
in nensam cyathis stillantibus, uda ubi multo 
fulcra mero veterique toreuma ta rare rige.ntur? 
excidit erGo animis eremi sitis, excidit ille 
fans Patribus de rupc datus, quen mystica virGa 
elicuit scissi salientem vertice saxi? 
angelicusne cibus prima in tentoria vestris 
fluxit avis, quem nunc sera felicior aevo 
vespertinus edit populus de corpore Christi? 
his vos inbutos dapibus irua crapula tD~pis 
~---------------I 
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to bear? i~ Golden Garlands of shining lllie s [mel wreti. ths of 
~t. fresh purple flowers! . Are these the bonds that now bind 
hands fJ.n.rdened in vmr? Are these tbe l:nots that tie strong 
arTIS so that a c:olden ni tre~:' yvorn over tb.e blacl: locks of 
valiant men will soak up spiknard poured upon its saffron 
60. 1)8.nd? 'l'his, even after ~TOur foreheads r~a ve been siGned wit 
oili~ to signify that ye were civen royal unction and ever-
" lasting chrism! -.: Will ye let trniling robes* sweep the 
footprints of your effeminate sait? -'~ Will silken robes R 
flutter on your weakened limbs, despite tIle fact an eternal 
J',., 
tunic laid you by the sldlled hanels .. of Lother was upon 
l"ai th '."1ho Gave you that impenetrabile 1· li~~.Ct S~l.le c. J. or your 
cleansed breast 1.'Tben she herself filled you with new life ii:-
Can ye then Co to night banquets where c,n enornous decanter': 
of Falernian-l;'overflows and po'tlrs out sparJdinc; losses onto 
70. the table from drippinG le.oles, where the couches soal>:: in 
rich \".'ine and their covepi':l~s are drenched in rare vintage? 
" tlEave ye then forc;otten tr.e thirst of the desert?~" 
Do ye no longer recall that fountain spr'tUlg from the craB 
-l} for your fathers ,:{hie}:l the wonderful rod caused to leap 
from the top of the 01'1i t rocl~? Did not the bread of angel. 
fall at tl:.e first pi tellinG of tents for ;,Tour' ancestors?i:' 
=::ow, at a lator day, a r.-lOre fortunate people of the western 
'.'vorld eat that bread from the Body of C1~ist. Ye, nourisr.e 
at such ban uets are now driven b~T irresistible inebriatio 
380. 
390. 
400. 
LUXUl"'ia8 ad I'ladidu.lu rapi t i!lportur..a lupanar, 
quosque viI'os non Ira fre:r.lens, non idola bello 
cedere conpulerant, saltatrix ebria floxitl 
state, precor, vestri memores, ner(lores quoque Christi; 
quae sit vestra tribus, qi.J.ae gloria, quis deus et rex, 
quis dominus, r:leminisse decet: vos nobile Iudae 
germen ad usque dei genetricem, qua deus ipse 
esset homo, pI'OCerUl1l venistis sanguine longo. 
excitet egrecias ~entes celeberr~1a David 
eloria continuis bellorDlll exercita c1..1ris, 
exci tot et Samuel, spolium qui di vi te ab hoste 
adtrectD.re vetat nec victuL1 vivere reSem 
incircU:r1cisUln pati tur, no praeda superstos 
vic torem placid"L1Jl1 recidi va in proelia. posca t. 
parcere iam capto cl"imen puta t ille t~rrc.!1no, 
at vobis contra vinci et SUbCiJnbere VOtUll1 est. 
paeniteat, per siqua movet reverentia sum~i 
numinis, hoc tam dulce ~'Lall:m voluisse nefanda 
proditione sequi; si paenitet, haud nocet error. 
paenituit Ionathar:1 ieiunia sobria dulci 
conviolasse fay~ sceptri mellisque sapore, 
heu, male custato, regi dum blano.a voluptas 
oblectat iuvenem iurataque sacra resolvit. 
sod quia paeni tui t, nec sors lacrir:c.bilis ilIa est 
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to the rlrlillken brothels of ljuse 3ensuali ty. 1.'fhat men.a.re 
these vrh01:1 ra,::;ing AnGer and IrIolc,try could not wear down in 
" 380. battle; yet are swayed b:r dcncinG dru!l1>:el1.rless? ... ··, 
ttEold, I pray ye. HenGmber yourselves. Be mindful, 
too, of Cr~ist.* It is but fittin~ that we call to mind 
of ':!hLlt race ye have sprunG, vlhat Clory is yours, ~-f}'lO is 
.... -. 
l~lrlG etnd i'rho your :,:aster. Ye are COY.1.e from 
the noi)le see'], of Judo., traced t::-rrough a lone line of ances 
tors to the ~,iother of God by ',-rhom God IIir:1self becG.ne Lan. 
" Let ~7'Ollr ,~'reat souls be stirred by David' s·"- fa.r-:fh1l1C~lory 
which ever rode the crests of war's troubled sea. Let Sam-
uel be your inspiration. =ie forbade the spoliation of his 
o)~ 
weal thy enemy' and cUd not perr,li t the conquered ~{ing to li v 
390. uncircumcised lest the surviving captive challerl8e the peac 
4~ 
of the victor to renevren strif0. That man deemed it a si 
to pardon a captured ruler. But ye, lmli1::e hiI:l, consecrate 
yourselves to chains and subr./ission. For the love of God, 
if any love of the Divine ~,~ajesty yet moves ye, do penance 
for this pleasant sin vfhich ye have sou:)-,t by this 1mspeak-
able surrender. 3hould ye repent little harn ';"rill come of 
-3~ your mistake. Jonathan repented \'rhen he broke his frUGal 
fast tasted fron bi~1 staff - alas, an 
;;:00. unfortunate taste, for the lurinS pleasure of the kingdom 
.. 
a ttracted the younG man"'~ and he broke his sacred oath. How-
ever, since he repented bis lot is not lamentable, nor did 
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nec tincuit patrias sententia saeva sect~es. 
en ego Sobrietas, si conspirare paratis, 
pando viam cm1ctis virtuti bus, ut r:lale suada 
Luxuries multo stipata satellite poenas 
cum lec;ione sua C:b~isto sub iurUce pendat.!I 
Sic effata crucem domini ferventibus offert 
obvia quadriiucis lignum veneraoile in ipsos 
intenta:::-ls frenos. quod ut expavere feroces, 
cornibus obpansis et SUlffiila fronte coruscmn 
verttJnt praecipi tern caeca forr,liCi.ine fusi 
per praerupta fu.car1. fertur resupina reductis 
nequiqun...rn loris aurica comarnque madentem 
pulvere foedatur, tunc et vertigo rotarDJTI 
inplicat excussam dominamj nrull prona ~lUb axem 
labi tlJr et lacero tarda t sufflamine currllm. 
ad(~.i t Sobrietas vulnus letale iacenti 
conicien8 silicem rupis de parte molarem. 
hunc vexilliferae, quoniam fors obtuli t, ic hun 
spicula nulla manu sed belli inSiGne gerenti 
casus aei t S8.:1:U111, rnedii spirar:1en ut oris 
frangeret at recavo rnisceret labra palato. 
dentibus introrsum resolutis lincua resectrun 
dilaniata [vIar!! frustis cum saDElJinis inplet. 
7l 
the dread sentence stain his father's ax. .' 
It '1-' 1 1] I ("'1""1 '").,c:. t ~r. f d t . i ~elo ('1 ,000Il~Jy' 1 ye are rea ~ 0 JO n me, 
shall open the way for all Virtue s so that se rluci ve Sensu-
['.li ty, surrounded by :he:> tb.ronc;inc retinu.e, shall pay the 
penal ty before Christ tl~e judGe with all her cohorts. It 
Eer speech ended, Sobriet:r trlI'usts tlJe cross of the 
Lord in the path of the four spirited steeds an(l threaten-
inCly ''fields the sacred wood about their very IJridles. 
410. T:b.J.s cross, wi th its outstretcljed a1'r:1 s and s:leru,Jinc: topmost 
.. 
partW strikes the fiery horses with terror. Thev 'wheel a-
" 
round in headlong fliCht, blinded by fear, and gallop over 
tl:.e rouch plain. Vainly leaninG bacl: and t1J·gCinG at the 
reins, her p3rfur.1ed r,air natted vii th dl1st, the cb?,rioteer 
is :)orne along. ;.3b.e falls. The tUl'ninc wheels snatch her 
up as she slips forward u..nder the axle. Like a manGled 
clog she SlOYIS dow 1'1 the chariot. 
,Sobrie ty deals her the dea tl~ -blow 1,"I11e1'e 811e lj.e s, 
tearing a piece of flint from the side of the crae, for 
fortune had favored tbe sta~1de.rd-bearer wi tl1 this stroke 
420. since sbe carried no spear in her hand, only the standards 
of vvar'. Chance~;' offered Sohriet;:;" tl".is roc]?: so s},e could 
clam the streare of ,sens1Jali ty' s life in the very middle of 
the Vice's face by r:1as8ing together he:!' lips and inner pal-
.. 
')\' 
ate. She smash.es in her teeth. Fer cY'ushed tOrlGue fills 
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insolitis clapibus crudescit guttur et ossa 
conliquefacta vorans revorelit, q,uas hauserat offas. 
virgo uit incpepitans, "sint haec tibi fercula tandem 
tristia praeteriti nimiis pro c1ulcihus aevi, 
430. lascivas vitas inlecebras Gustatus amarae 
nort:i~s et horrificos sapol" ultimus asperet haustus 1 It 
caede ducis dispersa fugit trepidante pavore 
nugatrix acies~ locus et Petulantia primi 
c;)TJ:nbala proiciunt; be1l1..U:1 nam talibus arnis 
ludebant resono !Deditantes vulnera sistro. 
dat tergun fugitivus Amor, lita tela veneno 
et lapsum ex UI:1eris arcum faretramque cadentem 
palli(lu8 ipse metu sua post vestigia linquit. 
Pompa, ostentatrix vani splendoris, inani 
440. exuitUl" nUclata peplo, di3cissa trahunt'l:tr 
serta Venustatis collique ac verticis aurum 
sol vi tur et [';enll'~laS Discordia dis sona turba t. 
non piget adtritis pedibus per acuta frutecta 
ire Voluptatem, quoniam vis naior acerbam 
conpellj.t tolerare fugam, formido pericli 
praedurat teneras it or ad cruciabile plantas. 
"..--
------------------~------------------------------------------------'7~3~---' 
her brol::en throat 'with c lots of blood. Such unwon te~ a 
meal gags Sensuality, and she spits out powdered bones and 
vomits fortb, what pieces she has swallo'Vlod. 
UFow that thou hath (]rllnk so many cups, quaff thine 
own blood, !l~~ the Virc:in taunts. !tBe this thy banquet, at 
long last an 1mhappy one to take the place of thy excessive 
30. ~leasD~es of a day nO'll r"one ~; 
G • 
Let thy life's illicit joys 
savor a bitter death. Let thy last taste of life be that 0 
disgustinG drauGhts.1.I 
ht the fall of their leader, trembling in fear, the 
" fickle troops disperse in flight. JestW and Wantonness are 
. first to throwaway their c'Yl11bals ;~I- for they play Vlar with 
such arms, trying to '"found by stru-TIr.1inc; their sistra. * Flee 
in13 Love, pale v;i t'b fear, t1.lrnS her bacl~ and leave s in her 
footsteps her poison-dipped arrows, her bow fallen from her 
shoulders, her lOst quiver, even her dress. Pomp, showy in 
40. her puffed-up splendor, is stripped bare of her proud robe. 
The broken garlands of Boauty tl'ail oehinr'] her, and from he 
neck and l".!air the [;old has disappeared; her precious stones 
are tossed about by her enemy Discord. ~;o besitation, 
th01.lGb her feet are torn, keeps Voluptuali ty from GOin8 
tbrouc:h the rough briars. A greater force compels :'1.er now 
to suffer this hard flight, for the fear of peril hardens 
her soft soles to the tortuous way. 
450. 
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qua se CUY;1q1;,e fusax trepidis fert cursiblls agmen, 
drunna iacent: crino.lis acus, roeJ.imicule., vi ttae, 
fibula, flarr.rneolurn, strofil...un, cliadmna, monile. 
his se Sobrietas et totus Sobrietatis 
abstinet exuviis :r.liles damnataque castis 
scandala proculcat pedibus nec fronte Geveros 
coni v:ente oculos praedaruJ:1 ad ~[l .. udia flecti t. 
Fert\.J~'" Avari tia creI(1io praeeincta capaei, 
quidquid Luxus edax pretiosum liquerat, unca 
corripuisse manu pulcbra in ludibria vasto 
ore inhians aurique legens fragments. caduei 
inter harenarl1L1 c1Uilulos nee 3uffici t amplos 
inplevisse sinus, iuvat inferc:lre cru.r:linis 
turpe lUCr"L.1!l1 et gx>avidoG furtis distendere fiscos, 
quos laeva celante te[3;it laterisque sinistri 
velat operrlento; velox nar~ dextra rapinas 
aoradit spoliisque unGues exercet aenos. 
Cura, Pamis, I\~etus, Anxietas, Periuria, Pallor, 
Corruptela, Dolus, CO!;lnenta, In.sor:mia, Sordes, 
Eumenides variae monstri comitatus acuntur. 
nee mimls intere['. rabidorum more luporU!!1 
cri:mina persultant toto grassantia CD.r.1PO, 
matris Avaritiae ni[ro de lacte creata. 
8i fratris Galean fulvis radiare cel'ulmis 
50. 
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'Hheresoever tbe fleeing battalion r1)11S in i ts •. fearfu 
flight lie their los t B-ccouterment: hair-pins" ~l- lappets,,-Ii-
fillets, * brooches" -l} a brid8.1-vei1" .;:. a oreastband" -l~ a dia-
-l~ ~~ dem" a necklace. Sobriety and all Sobriety's forces 8h 
this fallen raiment as she kicl:s the lost ten:pta tions with 
her chaste foot wi th01J.t turninG tLe stern eyes in her f'row~-
inc; brov! to the pleasures of the booty. 
Avarice ,,'::- they say, n.ressed in a full-bJ:"easted 
1i1 ent, curled her c1aw-lil::e fin[,:er3 around overy thinG of 
" 1 1 ~ 1 a 0 ',,' c: lOt va ue (roppeG Jy vor C10US 0ens~2 1 y. ::1ho gape s on the 
beautifl)l knich-knacks as she clutches the pieces of gold 
that l-:.ave fallen in the heaps of sand. }]ot sat:tsfied to 
il-fill her spacious blouse, she 'Nants to stuff her purses 
60. wi th the filthy ric1:es and s,"vell with pilfering the heavy 
-?o. 
money-baGs which her left Lc,nd holds ben.ea th tIle concea1in, 
folds of her dress while her quic];; riCht hlnd scr'apes up 
tLe pltulder and lr:eeps her bronze nails busy viith the spoil. 
Care" Eunc;er" ?ear, '!Iorry, Pover·ty" Pallor, Corr'trptj.on, 
Guile, Falsehood, Sleeplessness" Filth, the various Furies:. 
all accompany the ::loDster. li~eanvlhil0, li1:>:e ravenous vlOlves 
tJ"!ese crimes das}, about, jj:n'::ing booty on the v[hole field -
erea ture s of l,.other i .... varice '3 black mil1'. 4~ 
Sl:.L0111d a orother in the sarne arm::T espy tf)e r,e1met of 
bis fa tber I S SOD c;leaming 'Fli th red prec iOlJ.s 
.. ~, 
stones, he 
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480. 
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germanus vidi t cormili to, non tinet ense:r:l 
exerere a tque Cap1.It socia mucrone ferire 
de consanguineo rapturus vertice Cej;iI:las. 
filius extincttun belli sub sorte cadaver 
aspexit si forte patris, fulgent1a bu111s 
cirl£c;Ll1a et exuvias Gaudet I'apuisse cruentas: 
cognatam civilis agit discordia praeclam 
nec Jjarcit propriis arnor insatiatus habendi 
pi:neribus spoliatque suos famis inpia natos. 
Ta1ia per popl.J10s edebat flll1era victrix 
orbis Avari tia sternens centena VirOrl:tr:1 
milia vu1neribus variis:- hunc ltanine adempto 
effossisque ocu1is ve1ut in ca1i,zine noctis 
caecum errare sini t por-qt:e offensacula multa 
ire nec oppositurl bacu10 ternptare yericlu1n; 
porro a1ium capit intuitu fa1litque videntem 
insicne ostentans aliquid, quod dum petit ille, 
excipitur telo incautus cordisque sub ipso 
sauci us occlJ.1 to ferrum suspira t adac tiline 
mu1tos praecipitans in aperta incendia cogit 
nec patitLu'> vitare focos, quibus aestuat aur'Ul1'l, 
quod petit, arsurus pariter, speculator avarus. 
omn3 hominum rapit i11a genus, morte1ia C1Ulcta 
occupat interitu neque est violentius u11U1.11 
terraruy.'1. vitiuIn, quod tantis c1adibus aevUYn 
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480. 
does not fear to draw his steel and strH:e that head-"!li th a 
comrade's blade sO {I.e may seize the precious gems from his 
own brother's casque. A son on the battlefield comes upon 
a slain body, perhaps of his father. Joyfully he snatches 
~,. 
his belt, srininG ';1ith studs," and his oloody clothes. Civ 
il war deals in the booty of kinsmen, and the insatiate 
thirst for possession Grants no respite to one's children, 
for the undutiful miser dispossesses bis orin sons. 
Such is the destruction heaped on Y:1en by Avarice, can 
queror of the world. She prostrates countle ss men '7i th (11-
~,l--
verse wounds. This one she blinds, GouCing out his eyes 
so he may vlander aimlessly, as through a niGht fog, stumb-
linS against nlJIl1berless obstacles, forbidden to tap out the 
dangers in bis path vri th a stick. Another s11.e captures wit 
a view, deceiving him even as he looks. She shows him sane 
thing wonderful, and ':lhen he reaches for it, greets him un-
expectedly with a oI'~ sword. " His heart wounded grievously, 
he groans beneath the thrust of steel. Headlong, Avarice 
420. hurls many into tbe open fu!'naces, feeding them mercilessly 
to the flames "Iherein she lilel ts the cold which the greedy 
speculator seeks and wi th which he vlill eventually burn. 
~t 
This vice seizes all mankind. She brines destruc-
tion on every mortal thing. No other vice in thB world is 
so furious as she wbo by such vvidespread calamities turns 
78 
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510. 
mundani involvat populi damnetque Gehennae. 
quin ipsos temptare manu" si credere CUSYllUil est" 
ausa sacerclotes clomini" qui pro(:)lia forte 
auctores primD.m ante acie:r: pro laude gerebD.nt 
virtutum ma[';noqLle inplebant classica flatu. 
et fors innocuo tinxisset sanguine ferru111" 
ni Rhtio armipotens, gentis Levitidis una" 
semper fida comes" clipeum o"oiectasset et atr'ae 
hostis ab incursu claros texisset alumnos. 
stant tuti H.a tionis ope" stant tlU'bine ab oy::.ni 
imnunes fortesque animi; vix in cute SUlnlTIa 
praestrincens paucos tenui de vulnere lc ..edi t 
cuspis Avaritiae. stupuit Luis inproba castis 
herown iugulis longe sua tela repelli" 
ingemit et dictis ardens furialibus infit: 
ttvincj.mur, ben" segnes nee nostra potentia perfert 
vim soli tam" languet violentia saeva nocendi, 
sueverat invictis quae viribus omnia ubique 
r1JJ:'lpere corda hominwll; nec enim tar] ferrea quemquarn 
duravit natu.!'a virul:l, cuius rigor aero. 
sperneret aut nostro foret inpenetrabilis auro. 
ingenium omne neci dedimus" tenera, aspera, dura, 
docta" indocta simul, bruta et s:3.::::ientia, nec non 
~--------------------7-9~ 
i~ 
the world topsy-turvy and condemns it all to hell •• ' Hay, 
she even dares to try her l-:.and, if one CLm believe it, on 
the very priests of tIle Lord who lend the fir-st ranks, en-
500. gage in battle for the glory of Virtue, and Gound the 
"* trum.pets wi th a niGhty bIas t. Perchance innocent blood 
':vo1J.ld have stnined ber steel had not valiant Reason,~} one 
v 
of tre tribe of Levi and a constantly faithful companion,'" 
parr'ied the blow wi U: bel" sbield and protected her illus-
trious children from the onslaucht of this dastard foe. 
The priests stand saved by Reason's hand. These 
fearless souls stand safe from all disturbance. The lance 
of Avarice has slightly pricked t0e svin of several, -II- but 
their .... io1.mds are only sera tehes. Hide-eyed the baleful 
Pest Ylondered that tbe c'haste breasts of tbese heroes 
should throw b.er weapons far aside. With groans she rag-
510. ingly beGins a furious harangue: 
.. 
ttl am conquered, alas, o..nd inac ti ve •. ,,- The power 
that once Was mine has lost i ts fOl~ee. I.1y ftu"'ious zest 
for doing harm that onee tore all lilen's hearts with un-
quelled strenGth has vanished, for no l;lan was ever so 
steeled by nature that he could steadily despise my silver 
or keep himself impervious to ny cold. All manner of men 
ha ve I slain: tl~e tender, the r01.1.[;h, and the barsh; the 
learned as well as the ignorant; the dolt and the sage; no 
• 
castalincesta, meae patuerunt pectora dextrae. 
sola igitur rapui l quidquid Styx abdit avaris 
gurgitibus l nobis ditissima tartara debent, 
quos retinent populos; quod volvunt saecula, 
quod miscet mundus, vaesana negotia, nostrum. 
qui fitl praevalidas quod pollens gloria vires 
deserit et cassos ludit fortuna lacertos? 
sordet christicolis rutilantis fulva monetae 
effigies l sordent argenti emblemata et omnis 
thensaurus nigrante oculis vilescit honore. 
quid sibi docta volunt fastidia? nonne triumfum 
o. egimus ex Scarioth, magnus qui discipulorum 
• 
et conviva dei, dum fallit foedere mensae 
haudquaquam ignarum dextramque parabside iungit, 
incidit in nostrum flammante cupidine telum, 
infamem mercatus agrum de sanguine amici 
numinis, obliso luiturus iugera collo? 
viderat et Iericho propria inter funera, quantum 
posset nostra manus, cum victor concidit Achar. 
caedibus insignis murali et strage superbus 
subcubuit capto victis ex hostibus aurol 
dum vetitis insigne legens anathema favillis 
maesta ruinarum spolia insatiabilis haurit. 
non ilIum generosa tribus, non plebis avitae 
• 
less the chaste than the lustful. All have fallenpeneath 
my hand. * By myself, I seized whatever Styx conceals with-
in its selfish tide. To me rich Tartarus owes all the men 
it holds. Well do I know the wishes of the ages,* the 
silly transactions which keep the world in turmoil. 
"How is it then that my mastering strength has lost 
its noble glory, and fortune mocks my flaccid muscles? To 
every Christian yellow, gleaming, figured coins are pal 
paltry, too, are silver pieces. All wealth in his eyes 
grows worthless with a tarnished value.V'lhat means this 
* * learned loathing? Did I not gain a victory from Iscari 
a great disciple and a supper guest of God, when in the 
gathering at table he tried to deceive the Undeceivable 
by touching His right hand within the dish?* He fell up-
on my sword in his burning pas sion and bought an ill-famed 
field with the blood of' his divine friend when he was on 
the very point of paying for it with his broken neck.* 
"Jericho, too, in the hour of its sorrow, saw the 
power of my arm when the victorious Achar fell.* Basking 
in the glory of his slaughters and the walls he had ruine 
he gave way before the gold he had taken from the con-
quered enemy. Picking a beautiful consecrated offering 
* from the forbidden ashes, he covetously gathered the bane-
ful plunder from the ruins. His noble tribe could not 
82 
iuvit Iuda parens, Christo quandoque propinquo 
nobilis et tali felix patriarcha nepote. 
quis placet exernplum generis~ placeat quoque forma 
exitii: sit poena eadem, quibus et genus unum est 
quid moror aut Iudae populares aut populares 
sacricolae summi - surnmus nam fertur Aaron -
fallere fraude aliqua liiartis congressibus inpar? 
550. nil refert, armis contingat palma dolisve. It 
560. 
Dixerat et torvam faciem furialiaque arma 
exuit inque habitum sese transformat honestum: 
fit Virtus specie vultuque et veste severa, 
q.loon memorant Frugi~ parce cui vivere cordi est 
et servare suum, tamquam nil raptet avare:. 
artis adumbratae meruit ceu sedula laudem. 
huius se specie mend~x Bellona coaptat, 
non ut avara Lues sed Virtus parca putetur, 
nec non et tenero pietatis tegmine crines 
obteeit anguinos, ut candida palla latentem 
dissimulet rabiem diroque obtenta furori, 
quod rapere et clepere est avideque abscondere parta, 
natorum curam dulci sub nomine iactet. 
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try, Judah, who was illustrious as the one from whow. one 
day the Christ would come, a patriarch fortunate in such 
a descendant. Let him who loves this man as his exemplar, 
love, too, his form of deathe Let the same punishment be-
fall all men of Acharts class. 
"But vlhy do I hesitate to deceive with some fraud 
* these men of Judah, these members of the high priesthood, 
4~ for Aaron was called high priest, since I am no match for 
550. them in battle? It !r~akes no difference '1J'vhet!1er my hand 
strikes with arms or with deception. tt 
She stopped and put off her fierce expression and 
savage arms to assume the mien of an upright person. She 
becomes that Virtue in appearance, expression, and austere 
dress whom Vle call Thrift whose delieht it is to live 
sparingly and save her goods though she seizes nothing 
miserly. Avarice won the praise due the Virtue whom she 
imitated. Bellona,* the deceiver, put on this disguise so 
she would not be thought a greedy pest, but rather a tlrif 
ty Virtue. '* She throws a delicate veil of reverence over 
560. her snake-like hair* so that the shining white mantle 
might hide her latent fierceness, and she tries to justif 
everything she keeps by sheer force, all her robbery and 
tbeft and greedy storing of possessions, under the appeal-
ine title, uSolici tude for Cbildren.u-l:-
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talibus inludens male credula corda virorum 
fallit imaginibus, monstrum ferale sequuntur, 
dum cred~~t virtutis opus, capit inpia Erinys 
consensu faciles manicisque tenacibus artat. 
attonitis ducibus perturbatisque maniplis 
nutabat virtutma acies errore biformis 
, 
70. portenti ignorans, quid amicum credat in illo 
• 
quidve hostile notet. letum versatile et anceps 
lubricat incertos dubia sub imagine visus# 
cum subi to in rne di UL1 frendens Opera t io c ampum 
prosilit auxilio sociis pugnamque capessit, 
militiae postremo gradu sed sola duello 
inpositura manum, ne quid ioon triste supersit. 
omne onus ex umeris reiecerat, omnibus ibat 
nudata induviis multo et se fasce levarat 
olim divitiis eravibusque obpressa talentis# 
libera nunc miserando inopum, quos larga benigne 
foverat effundens patrium bene prodiga censum. 
iam loculos ditata fidem spectabat inanes 
aeterna.m numerans redi turo faenore surmnam. 
horruit invictae Virtutis fulmen et inpos 
mentis Avaritia stupefactis sensibus haesit 
certa mori. noon quae fraudis via restet, ut ipsa 
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Sporting with such makeups, Avarice deceives .the men 
v1rho trust her wickedness, and they follow the deadly mon-
ster thinking this to be the work of a Virtuc-. The un-
* ~ scrupulous Fury easily takes willing" prisoners and 
shackles them with biting manacles. The leaders are stun-
ned; the ranks disordered. Wavering before the deception 
70. of this two-faced monster, the Virtues' line ~·mows not 
whether to trust her as a friend or mark her as a foe. 
The deadly eneE1Y, clever and double-dealing, is 
blurring their uncertain vision with this disguise when 
suddenly into the middle of the field enthusiastic Charity 
* charges to her comrades' aid. She was in command of the 
~-
reserves, but now she is going to end the fray alone lest 
some mishap should occur. She has thrown all weight from 
her shoulders and goes stripped of all vesture and re-
lieved of her great baggage. Once riches and pieces of 
580 gold~} had b d d b h i 1" 1 t d b h • ur ene J.er; now s e s 19 1 ene y.er mercy 
to the poor whom she has succored with a gracious liberal-
it~ lavishly pouring forth her patr~nony. Her wealth is 
now her faith as she looks upon her empty coffers and 
counts a sum that will be paid with interest in eternity. 
Dumbfounded by the lightning swiftness of the uncon-
quered Virtue, Avarice stands dazed and paralysed, certai 
of death; for what kind of deception will vanquish her who 
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calcatrix mtmdi mundanis victa fatiscat 
inlecebris spretoque iterum sese inplicet auro? 
invadit trepidam Virtus fortissima duris 
ulnarum noais obliso et gutture frangit 
exsanguem siccamque gillam, conpressa ligantur 
vincla lacertorlffil sub mentum et faucibus artis 
extorquent an imam, nullo quae vulnere rapta 
palpitat atque aditu spiraminis intercepto 
inclusam patitur venarum carcere mortem. 
ilIa reluctanti genibusque et calcibus instans 
perfodit et costas atque ilia rumpit anhela. 
mox spolia exstincto de corpore diripit, auri 
sordida frusta rudis nec adhuc fornace recoctam 
600. materiam, tiniis etiam marsuppia crebris 
exesa et virides obducta aerugine nummos 
dispergit servata diu victrix et egenis 
dissipat ac tenues captiv~ munere donate 
tunc circumfusam vultu exultante coronam 
respiciens alacris media inter milia clrui:1at: 
Itsolvite procinctum, iusti, et discedite ab armis! 
causa mali tanti iacet interfecta; lucrandi 
ingluvie pereunte licet requiescere sanctis. 
smmaa quies nil velIe super, quam postulet usus 
, ----------------------------------------------------------------------. 
590. 
600. 
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has spurned the world and make her fall a prey to ~rthly 
pleasures and once more be shackled by the gold she has 
it-
cast off? 
The valiant Virtue [;ripped the trembling Vice in her 
hard motted muscles and broke her neck and rent her dry, 
bloodless throat. Charity's arms, like binding chains, 
tightened under her chin and wrenched from her stranGled 
throat the life which perished not in '.;'founds but in con-
vulsions. Charity stopped the passage of her breath and 
locked death up in the prison of Avarice 1 s body. Bearing 
down on her struggling foe with legs and feet, Charity 
pierced her sides and split her throbbing groins. it- Then 
she tore the spoils from the dead body - dirty pieces of 
crude gold and metal as yet unmelted by the fire, purses 
half eaten by swarms of Moths, and coins green with a 
coating of rust. 4: The victorious Virtue scatters these 
old treasures of Avarice about and gives them to the needy, 
presenting the poor with the captured spoils. Then she 
looks upon the crowd about her with exultant expression 
and cheerfully calls· out in the midst of the thousands: 
"Ungird yourselves, 0 just ones, and lay aside your 
arms! The source of so much evil lies dead. Gluttonous 
desire of wealth is slain, and now the holy ones* have 
peace. The greatest peace is to want nothing more than a 
88 
10. debitus, ut simplex alimonia, vestis et 1)1"1a 
infirmos tega t ac recreet merliocri ter artus 
expletumque moclllm naturae non trahat extra. 
ingressurus iter peram ne tollito neve 
de tunicae alterius gesta~ine providus ito 
nec te sollicitet res crastina, ne cibus alvo 
defuerit: redeunt escae cum sole diurnae. 
nonne vides ut nulla avium cras cogitet ac se 
pascendrun praestante dec non anxia credat? 
confidunt volucres vict~~ non defore viles 
20. passeribusque subest modico venalibus asse 
ir:.dubitata fides dominum curare potentem, 
ne pereantj tu, cura dei, facies quoque Christi, 
addubitas, ne te tuus umquam deserat auctor? 
ne trepidate, homines! vitae dat~r et dator escae est. 
quaerite luciferum caelesti dogmate pas tum, 
qui spem multiplicans alat invitiabilis aevi, 
corporis immemores: memor est qui condidit illud, 
subpeditare cibos atque indiga membra fovere. 1t 
His dictis curae emotae, Iiietus et Labor et Vis 
30. et Scelus et placitae fidei Fraus infitiatrix 
depulsae vertere solum. Pax inde fugatis 
hostibus aL~a abigit bellum, discingitur omnis 
terror et avu.lsis exfibulat ilia· zonis. 
610. 
620 
89 
proper need demands, simple food and a single cloak.,to cov-
er and moderately comfort one's weak: lilr,bs so that he ask 
no more than is prescribed by nature.~l- Going on a journey 
do not ta]ce your purse nor go provided with the burden of a 
~!­
second coat. Be not anxious for the morrow,* Vlorried 
lest your stomach have no food. Each day's bread comes 
again with the sun. Do ye not see that no bird takes 
* thought for tomorrow? Unperturbed they trust God for 
their food. Common birds believe their food will not fail. 
"Sparrows are bought for a modest penny;* yet they 
ha ve unshaken faith the Almighty Lord tal-::e scare that they 
li ve. Do ye, God's chi ldren and tb.e image s of Cbr i s t, 
doubt that your Creator will never forsake you? Fear not, 
menl The Giver of life is the Giver of food. Seek the 
bread of Light spol~en of in the gospel r"hich nurt1..1res great 
hope of an incorruptible life. Forget your bodies for He 
who made them remembers to give them food and cherish needj 
~ .. 
limbs." 
These words scattered the Cares. Fear and Struggle 
630. and Violence and Crime and peaceful Trust's adversary, 
Fraud; all beaten back turned in fliC;ht. How that the en-
emy was routed, genial Peace puts an end to the war. All 
fri(;ht is shuffled off, their beltsi~ unbuckled from their 
hips, and tbrovm aside. Her'robe falling flows to the 
90 
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vestis ad usque pedes descendens defluit imos 
temperat et rapidum privata modestia gressum. 
cornicinum curva aera silent, placabilis inplet 
vaginan gladins sedato et pulvere cam.pi 
suda redit facies: liquidae sine nube diei 
purpLweam videas caeli clarescere lucem. 
agmina casta super vultum sensere Tonantis 
adridere hilares pulso certamine turmae 
et Christum gaudere suis victoribus arce 
aetheris ac patrium famulis aperire profundum. 
dat SienL1J11 felix Concordia reddere castris 
victrices aquilas atque in tentoria cogi. 
numqurum tanta fuit species nec par decus ulli 
militiae, Cl~ dispositis bifida agmina longe 
duceret ordinibus peditum psallente caterva, 
ast alia de parte equitum resonantibus hynmis. 
50. non aliter cecinit respectans victor hiantem 
Istrahel rabiem ponti post terga minacis, 
eum iam progrediens ealearet lit~ra sieeo 
ulteriora pede stridensque per extina caleis 
mons rueret pendentis aquae nic;rosque relapso 
gurgi te Nilicolas fundo deprenderet irlO 
ae refluente sinu iam redderet unda natatum 
piseibus et nudas praeceps operiret harenas. 
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gro1ID(1 at her feet,';~ and the grace of her pri va te life mOd-
orates her rapid pace. The trur.lpeters' Cl1!"led bronze is 
mute. The peaceful svrord lies in its scabbard. The dust of 
the plain settles. The appearance of a clear and cloudless 
day briGhtly returns so that one can see the heavens C10Vi 
with a purple light. The troops joyf'l,1.11y felt the visaGe of 
640. the Thunderer·:~ smile dO'\'ln upon their sinless ranks now that 
the struGGle v!as en(led, and tbe;{ felt tlw.t Christ ,,;as rcjoic-
ing vli th Ris conquerors from the vault of heaven and was 
opening to l:is servants the Pa ther r s kinGdom. 1~ 
Happy Concord sounds the signal to take tl1.e victorious 
~!. Eagle s' back to camp and to return to the tents. never was 
there a siglJ.t equal in splendor in any army, for Concord di-
vided her forces and led the troops in two long columns. The 
infantry, in one column, intoned psalms; i:vhile on the o the 11 
3ide the cavalry rolled out hymns. The vic torious I3I'aeli teE 
SSO. sanG thus ivhen they looked back upon the yaTming fierceness 
of the threateninG sea behind them after they bad crossed 
over and put dry feet upon the farther shore. 1f. Roaring at 
tbeir heels the mountain of overhanging ,"vater rushed in, and 
the tlUnblinr.; maelstrom enculfed the dusky dwellers of the 
Hile on the floor of the sea. Once more ~~he waters, falling 
back, cave a swimminG place to the fishes{~ and rapidly 
covered the bared sands. 
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pulsavit resono modulantia tynpana plectro 
turba dei celebrans mirum ac memorabile saeclis 
60. omnipotentis opus liquidas inter freta ripas 
fluctibus incisis et subsistente pl'ocella 
crescere suspensosque globos potuisse teneri. 
sic expugnata vitiorum gente resultant 
mystica'dulcimodis virtutum carmina psalmis. 
Ventum erat ad fauces portae castrensis, ubi 
liminis introitum bifori dant cardine claustra. 
nasci tur hic inopina mali lacrir:mbilis astu 
tempestas, placidae turbatrix invida Pacis, 
quae tantum subita vexaret clade triumfum. 
70. inter conferton cuneos Concordia forte 
dur:1 stipata pedem iam tutis moenibus infert, 
excipit occultum vitii latitantis ab ictu 
mucronem laevo in latere, squalentia quamvis 
texta catenato ferri subtegrnine corpus 
ambirent sutis et acu.rnen vulnerio hamis 
respuerent rigidis nec fila tenacia nodis 
inpactum sinerent penetrare in viscera telum. 
rara tamen chalybem tenui transmittere puncto 
cmmnissura dedit, qua sese extrema politae 
80. squama ligat tunicae sinus et sibi cOllserit oras. 
... 
93 
Stri1:ing their rhythmic tambourines ,\lith resonanU-'plec-
tru.ms, for -years the people of God cOHllnernorated this vlOnder-
60. ful and memorable help of the AlniE;hty;r - that -"nltery shores 
shol'.ld appear in the midst of the tide, that billows should 
.~ 
be checked, storms quelled, and the sea dmmrred up by walls 
of water. In like r.'1anner, vThen they had conquered the hosts 
of the Vices, the Virtues in their sweet measured psalms 
echoed their religious chants. 
They reached the entrance of the camp gate vIhere the 
narrow passaGe of the porte.l Vlas open.ed by a clouble-doored 
barrier. Here a clever strateeem gave rise to an unexpected 
storm of evil woe. A disturbance for which serene Peace ·was 
unprovided br'oucht frief to t:h.is great triumph by its sudden 
outburst. 
70. As Concord, surrounded by heT' drawn phalanxes, stepped 
wi thin the safe walls wi 'eh her escort, she received a da[~ger 
in her left side "'\'Ihich was thrust by a lurking Vice. ·ThouGh 
her rOUGh arrilOI' YTi tIl its continuously interwoven metal ·went 
about her body and warded off a painful vlound oJ" its inter-
loc]:ed hooks, and though the strong fibre and stiff knots 
}:ept the o.riven v!eapon from piercing rIer bOVlelsj yot, throug 
a loose interstice, the sbarp-pointed ble.de fO"lJ.n.d its way 
e.0. ·where the ends of the scale armor and her polished euirass 
met and were fastened to her body. -i~ A crafty warriores~ of 
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intulit hoc vulnus pugnatrix subdola victae 
partis et incautis victoribus insidiata est; 
nam pulsa culparlJlJ1 acie Discorc1ia nostros 
intrarat cuneos socim1 mentita figuram. 
scissa procul palla structuY!1 et serpente flagelllJlJ1 
multiplici media camporum in strage iacebant, 
ipsa redimitos olea frondente capillos 
ostentans festis respondet laeta choraeis. 
sed sicam sub veste tegit, te, maxima Virtus, 
690. te solam tanto e nmnero, Concordia, tristi 
fraude petens; sed non vitalia rmnpere sacri 
corporis est licitum, summo tenus extima tactu 
laesa cutis tenuem signavit sanguine rivlJlJ1. 
exclamat Virtus subito turbata: liquid hoc est? 
quae manus hic inimica latet, quae prospera nostra 
vulnerat et ferrum tanta inter gaudia vibrat? 
quid iuvat inc1omitos bello sedasse furores 
et sanctum vitiis pereuntibus omne receptum, 
se Virtus sub Pace cadit'?lt trepida agmina maestos 
700. convertere oculos, stillabat vulneris index 
ferrata de veste cruor. mox et pavor hostem 
comminus adstantem prodit; nam pallor in ore 
conscius audacis facti dat signa reatus 
et deprensa tremunt languens manus et color albans. 
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the defeated army struck this blow and lay in ambush .or th 
unsuspecting victors. :?or when the army of the Vices had 
been put down, Discord r~d joined our troops, posing as a 
.. 
fellow in arms.~·· Her robe was torn off, and her serpentine 
scourge lay in the midst of the battlefield's carnage. 
Binding hack her hair with a great show of leafy olive, she 
joyfully fell in with the festive dancers. But she hid a 
20. poniard under her cloak. You, 0 greatest Virtue, you alone 
JO. 
from all that crowd, 0 Concord, she souCht with evil treach 
ery. Still, Dhe could not pierce the vital organs of the 
Virtue's body. rEhe light touch pricked her skin and caused 
a thin stream of blood to flow.~} The Virtue in her sudden 
excitenent cried out: 
n'?/hat is this? What unfriendly hand lies llidden hel'e 
to wound our exultant triumph and mic1.st our joy of joys to 
WHve a sword? ':fhat profits it to put down untamed passions 
in battle and withdraw our holy forces when we have shat-
tered Vice if Virtue is to fall though Peace should reign?" 
The fear-struck army looks on her 'with saddened eyes. 
Drop by drop, telling of the wound, blood drips fr'om her 
iron mail. How the frightened enemy Vlho stands beside her 
is betrayed by the pallor in her cheek and the consciousnes 
of her bold deed and ~;uilt. She is taken. Her bands trem-
ble. Her face wb.i tens. All the legions of the Virtues 
circumstat propere strictis mucronibus omnis 
virtutum lecio exquirens fervente tumultu 
et genus et nomen, patriam sectarnque, deumque 
quem colat et missu cuiatis venerit. ilIa 
exsanguis turbante metu: uDiscordia dicor, 
10. cognomento Hel'"'esis, deus est mihi discolor, It inqui t, 
tt nunc rninor aut maior, modo duplex et modo simplex, 
cum placet, aerius et de fantasmate visus, 
aut illJ.'1.ata anima est, quotiens volo ludere numen; 
praeceptor Belia mihi, domus et plaga muneIus. U 
non tulit ulterius capti blasfemia monstri 
virtutum regina Fides, sed verba loquentis 
inpedit et vocis claudit spiramina pilo 
pollutam rigida transfigens cuspide linguam. 
carpitur innumeris feralis bestia dextris; 
O. frustatim sibi quisque rapit, quod spargat in auras, 
quod canibus donet, corvis quod edacibus ultro 
offerat, inmundis caeno exhalante cloacis 
quod trudat, monstris quod mandet habere marinis. 
discissum foedis animalibus omne cadaver 
dividitur, ruptls Eeresis perit horrida membris. 
Conpositis igitur rerum morumque secundis 
in conrnnme bonis tranquillae plebis ad unum 
28-9. sensibus in tutu valli statione locatis 
, 
-' . 
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Cl'lJicldy cro;:1(1 about her and '-"lith nakec1 sYiorcls nOisily demand 
11e1' race and na-t11e, her country and sect, the nod she adores 
and the prince she serves. Pale-faced and treE!blirlG with 
fear she begins: 
"Discord is 111.y nill'1G; my faY:1ily name is 1Iere sy,!I she 
said. UTo me God is variant. ~(, iJometines He is s111all; 
t " * SOLl.e Haes great. Now He is dual; then again, one. 1~ If I 
'L J' 
wish" He is a pho.n tom of air')' or a world soul, ,," depending 
on the way I want to ri(11cule Di vini ty. I.J:y teacher is 3eli-
It 
my hor;1e and country the v{orld. 
Fai th" Q,ueen of Virtues, could no longer beaI' the mon-
ster prisoner's blasphemy and put a stop to tbe speaker's 
voice by damming up her flow of 'words with her javelin, 
piercing the vile tongue r:i th its l'clentlcss pOint. i~ Count-
less hands tore the deadly beast piecemeal 0.8 each one seized 
). a part to sce.tter to the vlinds or throw to the dogs or offer 
to voracious crows or }'mrl into the fetirl" ree''.1ng, stench-
filled sewers or conderm to the monsters of the sea. Thus 
butchered for unclean animals, the whole body was torn a8un-
del'. Ea teful Heresy, dismembered, died.-:!-
Therefore, ':I11en all the fo.voruble o.dvantac;e s both 111a-
terial and spiritual have been put 1.n or'der" and the peace-
ful people to a man have set their senses safe ?!i thin a 
Gl).arderl valley, -:~they build a tribunal on an elevation in the 
30. exstruittlr l'1edia castrorum sede tribunal 
editiore loco, tumulus quem vertice acuto 
exc.i tat in speculam, subiecta unde omnia late 
liber inoffenso circum inspicit aare visus. 
hunc sincera Fides, simul et Concordia, sacro 
foedere iuratae Christi sub amore sorores, 
conscendunt apicein, mox et sublime tribunal , 
par sanctum carumque sibi supeI'eminet aequo 
iure potestatis, consistunt aggere summo 
conspicuae populosque iubent adstare frequentes. 
40. concurrunt alacres castris ex omnibus orones, 
nulla latet pars mentis iners, quae corporis ullo 
intercepta sinu per conceptacula sese 
degeneri languore tegat, tentoria apertis 
cuncta patent velis, reserantur carbasa, ne quis 
marceat obscuro stertens habitator operto. 
auribus intentis expectant contio, quidnam 
victores post bella vocet Concordia princeps, 
quam velit atque Fides virtutibus addere legem. 
erumpit prima in vocem Concordia tali 
50. adloquio: Ucumulata quidem iam cloria vobis, 
o patris, 0 domini fidissima pignera Christi, 
contigit. extincta est multo cert~mine saeva 
barbaries, sanctae quae circumsaepserat urbis 
indigenas ferroque vir~s flammaque premebat, 
publica sed requies privatis rure foroque 
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50. center of the camp whicb. is formed by tlJe sharp cres-t; of a 
hillock - a lookout whence all below' for m:lles around is 
freely seen in the clear air. 
" Sincere Faith and Concord, sistersW in the love of 
Christ by a sworn pact, climb to the top of the mound. Soon 
'. they reach the hiSh trihunal l,'!hich is equally holy and dear 
to thel:1. ','lith coeval riGht and pOVler they stand on the 
crest of the hill in full view and order the people to gath-
40. er about. IrrL'11ecUately, from every corner of the camp, all 
750. 
.. 
come running. Ho part of the soul~' lies dormant, caught in 
a recess*where i t l~my lie in enervating ease. All the tents 
stand open, their flaps tnrown Wide, their canvas lifted, 
lest any snorinG resident grow wea!{ in his protected retreat 
The assembly awaits iyith keen interest to hear ·:"{hy Concord 
the leader has s1J1l1l'Yloned the victors after the war and to 
learn what law Faith would now proclaim to the Virtues.-4~ 
Concord first burst into speech vii th words like these: 
Ulndeed, your Clory is heaped up, 0 most faithful 
lieges of the Father and of Christ our Lord. Ye have blot-
ted out in this great conflict the savaC;e invader who hedged 
in the inhabitants of the holy ci ty-i:' and with fire and 
sword harassed her defende.nts. But the peace of the state 
clepends on pri va te friendships in the :'ields and in the mar-
ketplace. Friction at home dist1..U'bs the com.rnonweal;';~ for-
.. ~ 
r----.Jr J. vv 
constat amicitiis. scissura domestica turbat 
rem populi titubatque foris, quod dissidet intus. 
ergo cavete, viri, ne sit sententia discors 
sensibus in nostris, ne secta exotica tectis 
760. nascatur conflata odlis, quia fissa vOluntas 
confundit variis arcana biformia fibris. 
quod sapirnus, coniungat arnor, quod vivimus, uno 
c0nspiret studio; nil dissociabile firmmn est. 
utque bornini atque dec medius interveni t Bisus, 
qui sociat mortale patri, ue carnea distent 
spiritui aeterno sitque ut deus unus utrumque, 
sic, quidquid gerimus mentis que et corporis actu, 
spiritus unimodis texat conpagibus unus. 
pax plenum virtutis opus, pax su:mr.ta laborum, 
770. pax belli exacti pretium est pretiumque pericli, 
sidera pace vigent, consistunt terrea pace. 
nil placitum sine pace deo: non munus ad aram 
cum cupias offerre, probat, si turbida fratrem 
mens inpacati sub pectoris oderit antro, 
nee si flammicomis Christi pro nomine martyr 
ignibus insilias servans inarnabile vot~un 
bile sub obliquu, pretiosam proderi t IUsu 
inpendisse animam, meriti quia clausula pax est. 
non inflata tu.."'TIet, non invidet aernula fratri, 
780. omnia perpetitur patiens atque omnia credit, 
numqurun laesa dolet, cuneta offensaeula donat, 
1 1 
care, sol(lier8, Ie st tllere be differences in our selloSe s, so 
that no foreign sect-i:- be born beneath our roofs and thri~le 
760. on hate, for a d:i.vided \v:i.l1 troubles our im;lost souls vlhen 
it is tOl"n by contrar'S" sentiments. Let us uni te our tastes 
in love and breath out our whole lives in zealous union. 
Nothinc divided can stand. 
UAs Jesus vms the mediator between r:lan D.no. God so }~e 
night reconcile mortals 'with the Fathel'" lest our flesh be 
kept apart from the eternal Spirit; and us He VIas both God 
and man, so the body and 801..11 in 0.11 their actions should 
be bound by one u~ifyinE spirit. Peace is the ultimate end 
of virtue. Peace is the cli:max of all struCi'le. Peace is 
i'70. the revmrd of protracted battle and Ute reward of peril. -I:. 
Planets move in peace; peace gives rest to the world. ~ith 
out peace nothing pleases God. Not even the sacrifice one 
may wish to offor at the altar will be approved if at the 
bottom of his peaceless heart there brews a t.atred for his 
brother. i~' Should a martj""X' for the name of Clll"ist leap int 
the "!Jlazing flames still ha.rboring a spiteful prayer in his 
covert ancel', it \7ill profi t him nothinc to sacri:'ice his 
pl'ecious life for Jesus, since tbo d1ief con0.i tion of ner:i. t 
'~~'O. of a bro ther IS ri vG.}.:"':.. In all thinGS :;:;nti:ently 10nE-slJffGC' 
inc end f1111 of confidence, she neiTer i)roods on injuries an 
,. 
pardons overy slisht.~ ,She hastons to 01Jtrun the close of 
790. 
800. 
occasum lucis venia praecurrere gestit" 
anxia ne stabilern linquat sol conscius iram. 
quisque litare dec mactatis vult holocaustis" 
offerat in primis pacem: nulla hostia Christo 
dulcior" hoc solo sancta ad donaria vultum 
munere convertens pure oblectatur odore. 
sed tamen et niveis tradit deus ipse colu,'11bis 
I 
pinna tum tenera pluTtlarum veste colubrum 
rimante inge11io docte internoscere mixtum 
innocuis avibus; latet et lupus ore cruento 
lacteolam mentitus ovem sub vellere molli, 
cruda per agninos exercens funera rictus. 
hac sese occultat Fotinus et Arrius arte" 
inmanes feritate lupi; discrimlna produnt 
nostra recensque cruor" quamvis de corpore summo" 
quid possit furtiva manus." gemitum dedit onmis 
virtutum populus casu concussus acerbo. 
tum generosa Fides haec subdidit: "imroo secundis 
in rebus cesset gemitus. Concordia laesa est" 
sed defensa Fides" quin et Concordia sospes 
germanam comitata Fidem sua vulnera ridet. 
haec mea sola salus" nibil hac mihi triste recepta. 
unum opus egregio restat post bella labori, 
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day worried lest the sun who saw her anger should leavw 
while she is still unreconciled. Whoever 'would please God 
vlith slain holocausts, should first offer Him peace. No 
victim. is sweeter to ClJrist. It is the fraGrance of the 
odor of this gift alone which deliGhts Him when He turns 
His eyes to the offerings on the sacred altars. i~ 
ItHevertheless, God Himself teacrles the snow '1rhi te dove 
'90. v'lisely to discern with deep-searching instinct a winged 
00. 
snake clothed in soft feathers that mixes with the f,uileless 
~} birds. The slinking violf \V'ith gory lips diSGuises as a 
milky lamb beneath soft wool while he wrea'cg havoc thrOUGh 
the sheepfold ,"vi th his open jaws. Some such device conceals 
Photinusii- and Ariusi~ grim ferocious wolves. Our dangers and 
~t. 
my recent I'/ound, ' however slight it nay be, show 'Ivha t a se-
cre t hand can do. It 
A groan went up from all the Virtues, shuddering at 
the cruel deed. Then noble-minded Faith took up the address 
"Nay! Our present welfare calls for no groans. Con-
cord was injured, b~t Pai th has been protected.* And more 1 
Concord is safe in the company of her Sister, Faith, and 
laughs at her VIo1.mds. She is my sole salvation.;~ l{othinc 
weighs heavy on me as long as Concord is restored. 
UBut, my daUGhters, now that this war is past, one 
o proceres regni, quod tandem pacifer heres 
belligeri armatae successor inermus et aulae 
instituit Solomon, quoniam genitoris anheli 
fumarat calido regum de sanguine dextra; 
sanguine nam terso templum fundatur et ara 
10. poni tur aura tj.s Christi domus ardua tectis. 
tunc, Hierusa.les templo inlustrata quietulll 
sus cepit iam diva deTh~, circumvaga postquam 
sedit mar:moreis fundata altaribus arca. 
surgat et in nostris templum venerabile castris, 
omnipotens cuius sanctorum sancta revisat1 
nam quid terrigenas ferro pepulisse falangas 
culparum prodest, hominis si filius arce 
aetheris inlapsus pt~gati corporis urbem 
intret inornatam templi splendentis egenus? 
20. hactenus alternis sudatum est comminus armis, 
munia nunc agitet tacitae toga candida pacis 
atque sacris sedem properet discincta iuventus1" 
Haec ubi dicta dedit, gradibus regina superbis 
desiluit tantique operis Concordia consors 
metatura noV'um. iacto fundamine templum. 
aurea planitiem spatiis percurrit harundo 
dimensis, quadrent ut quattuor undique frontes, 
ne commisst~is distantibus angulus inpar 
argutam mutilet per dissona semetra normam. 
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more task remains for our concerted labor. It is a task 
.' 
which Solomon, peace-Iovine; heir to a warI'ior r S tht'one, the 
unarmed successor to an armed court, finally accomplished 
because his father r s energetic richt hand streamed with too 
" -;, fresh blood of kings. He wiped away the blood, laid out 
810. a temple, built an altar, and raised a lofty home for Christ 
" 
with golden roofs. w Then Jerusalem, beautified by its tem-
pIe, sacredly welcomed its serene God after the wandering-l~ 
Ark had been 0i ven a place on the marble altars.-l~ 
ItRaise a divine temple in our camp whose holy of hol-
.l~ 
ies the AJJdc;hty may once again visit." ';lhat does it profit 
us to drive out the earthly phalanx of Vices with a sword if 
the Son of Ban on coming dovm froYa His heavenly home enters· 
the cleansed city of a body which is unadorned and without 
820. a shining temple? We have been sweating in close quarters, 
i:-
taking our turns in arms; now let shining garbed and silent 
Peace keep us at our duties while the ungirded youths hurry 
the constrlJction of our sacred dYlelling place. II 
At this conclusion the queen Cffine dmlTn the hi8h steps 
with Concord, her assistant in this great work, to measure 
out the new temple and lay its foundations. A Golden reed 
-3:" 
marked off the plot in measured spaces so that the fOler 
.. 
sides all around 'llould be squared"''" and no gaping corners or 
ill-joined walls would destroy the clear-cut angles b"JT dis-
830. cordant symmetry. On the east three doors f'100c1 the inter-
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830. Aurorae de parte tribus pIasa lucida portis 
inlustrata patet, triplex aperitur ad austrum 
portarum numerus, tris occidualibus offert 
ianua trina fores, totiens aquilonis ad axem 
pandl tur alta domus; null'U.r.1 illic structile sax-wn, 
sed cava per solidum multoque forata dolatu 
, 
gern:rna relucenti limen conplecti tur arcu 
vestibulumque lapis penetrablle concipit unus. 
portarum summis inscripta in postibus auro 
nomina apostolici fulGent bis sena senatus. 
840. spiritus his titulis arcana reconditu mentis 
ambit et electos vocat in praecordia sensus, 
qunque hominis natura viget, quam corpore toto 
quadrua vis animat, trinis insressibus aram 
cordis adit castisque colit sacraria votis, 
seu pueros sol primus agat, seu fervor efybos 
incendat nimius, sell consunnnabilis aevi 
perficiat lux plena viros, sive algida borrae 
aetas decrepitam vocet ad pia sacra senectam; 
occurrit trinum quadrina ad conpeta nomen, 
850. quod bene discipulis disponit rex duodenis. 
quin etiam totidem gemmarum insignia textis 
parietibus distincta micant animasque colorum 
viventes liquido lux evomit alta profundo: 
,. 
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10r \"Ji th li C}:-lt. Three otiler doors open on the Boutb. ~h...ree 
portals offer triple passase on the west. That number too 
. {/£ 
the stately hO:1SO spreads out before the pole of .f~quilus. ' 
Tl~Lere is no building stone; but bollowed from a solid piece 
and vloI'ked Yri th great skill a precious stone surElounts the 
doorvray in a resplendent arch. 1'-1. sin31e s tone forms the 
vestibule throuGh which one enters. Inscribed in Gold on 
the towering posts of the doors the tVlelve nar1es of the 
840. Apostolic Senate gleam. -)t. Through these titles the Spirit 
s teals into the hidden depths of the minet and calls up beau-
tiful sentiments in the soul. lIo na tter ,:rha t f3tage of life 
a man :may have reached or 'o1h1ch of the four powers may be 
influoncing the life of his bod_y., the Spirit appl~oaches the 
altar of the heart throuch these three dOOI'S and seeks the 
sanctuary Vii th pure prayers. Per1:!aps the early Gun is kind-
linG boys or' too erea t Ivarmth is firinG youth; it may be 
that the full day of a. life striving for perfection is near 
ing its cor:1plete development OJ' that frigid ace of 30reas 
surnmoninc broken old r!en to faithful sacrifice; at any 
event., three nanes appeD.r' on each of the fO"Lu~ entr'D.nces 
250. w'lich were well cb.osen by the Yinr; j.n 1- onor of Fis twelve 
cJisciples. 
A 111m n1Jlnber of clear jeweled ornaments spanGle the 
covered walls., and liC:ht from above reflects a breathing 
soul of color from their liquid depths. 01'· An enormous chry-
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ingens chrysolitus nativo interlitus auro 
hinc sibi sappirum sociaverat, inde beryllum, 
distantesque nit~r medius variabat honores; 
hic calcedon hebes perfm1ditur ex yacinthi 
lumine vicino; nam forte cyanea propter 
stagna lapis cohibens ostro fulgebat aquoso. 
, 
60. sardonicem pingunt ametystina, pingit iaspis 
sardium iuxta adpositum pulcherque topazon. 
has inter species smaragdina gramine verno 
prata virent volvitque vaeos lux herbida fluctus. 
te quoque conspicuum structura interserit, ardens 
chrysoprase, et sidus saxis stellantibus addit. 
stridebat gravidis funalis machina vinclis 
inmensas rapiens alta ad fastigia gemmas. 
at domus interior septem subnixa columnis 
crystalli algentis vitrea de rupe recisis 
70. construitur, quarum teeit edita calculus albens 
in conum caesus capita et sinuamine subter 
subductus conchae in speciem, quod mille talentis 
margaritum ingens opibusque et censibus hastae 
addictis animosa Fides mercata pararat. 
hoc residet solio pollens Sapientia et omne 
consilium regni celsa disponit ab aula 
tutandique hominis leges sub corde retractat. 
in manibus dominae sceptrum non arte polit~m 
'* solite, set in virgin Bold and laid between sapphire ~d 
beryll, by the reflection it casts lends these stones a var-
ied hue. Here dull calcedony* is bathed in the neighboring 
light of jacinth,7r for it so happens that this gem which 
lines the shores of dark blue lakes reflects a limpid purple. 
860. Sardonyx bears the tint of amethyst.-ir '* Jasper and beautiful 
.. 
topaz~~ paint the sardius·"beside them. ~idst this magnifi-
cence a field of emeralds gives the freshness of a meadow in 
spring as the verdant light rolls the tossing waves. You, 
v 
too, 0 burning cb.rysoprase, .... conspicuously decorate the 
buildinG by joining your constellation to the starry stones. 
Grinding under their heavy chains, the winches raise great 
gems to the lofty ceiling. 
Wi thin the house seven supportinG pillars7r of silvery 
crystal, hewed from glassy rock, rise up, their lofty capi-
870.tals surmounted by a white conical pearl skillfully worked 
into fluting like a shell. Faith in her zeal had bought and 
~' prepared this enormous pearl at a cOst of a thousand talents 
which she procured by the sale of all her goods at an auctio 
Eighty ':Yisdom sits upon this th.rone and sends out coun 
sel for the kinGdom from this high court. Continually she 
'* ponders laws for men's protection in her heart. In this 
lady's hand is a sceptre um1ll'0rked by artisan but I'J.ade of VlOO 
yet living ayd Creen which has been cut frorn its roots. 
110 
880. 
890. 
900. 
sed ligno vivum viridi est, quod stirpe reciso 
quamvis nullus alat terreni caespitis uIllor, 
fronde tamen viret incolmni, tum sanguine tinctis 
intertexta rosis candentia lilia miscet 
nescia marcenti florem submittere colo. 
huius forma fuit sceptri gestamen Aaron 
floriferum, sicco quod germina cortice trudens 
explicuit tenerun spe pubescente decorem 
inque novos subito tumuit virga arida fetus. 
Reddimusaeternas, indulgentissirne doctor" 
grates, Christe, tibi meritosque sacramus honores 
ore pic - nam cor vitiorum stercore sordet -: 
tu nos corporei latebrosa pericula operti 
luctantisque animae voluisti agnoscere casus. 
novimus ancipites nebuloso in pectore sensus 
sudare alternis conflictibus et variato 
pugnarurn eventu nunc indole crescere dextra, 
n~mc inclinatis virtutibus ad iuga vitae 
deteriora trahi sese que addicere noxis 
turpibus et propriae iacturam ferre salutis. 
o quotiens animam vitiorum peste repulsa 
sensimus incaluisse deo, quotiens tepefactum 
caeleste ingenium post gaurJia candida taetro 
cessisse stomachol fervent bella horrida, fervent, 
ossibus inclusa fremit et discordibus armis 
-880. 
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Though no moisture of earth's soil now feeds it, st:l.>ll it 
flourishes with verdant foliage and I!1ingles blood-tinted 
rose s wi th shining w}:1..1 te Ii lie s that ha va not ·learned to 
droop their bloom on withered necks. Such was the kind of 
flowering rod that Aaron bore. His, too, bloomed from dry 
bark, unfolding tender beauty in its budding hope, and his 
arid stick suddenly burst into new fruit.* 
\\fe give Thee everlasting thanks, most patient teacher 
890. Christ.i:- 'He· render Thee due homage wi th OlJr fai thful lips 
since our hearts are stained by the filth of sin. Thou 
wished us to h'TIOW the dangers lurking in this fleshy cover-" 
~t. ing of ours and the pit-falls of our strugGling souls.' We 
have seen conflicting senses in a darkened heart sweating 
in pi tched conflicts. Depending on the tur~1 of battle, now 
our hearts increase in righteousness; now Virtue is subdued 
and we are enslaved to life's sinfulness. How often have 
900. we felt the soul y,ri thin us burn with love of God vlhen sin f s 
horde is quelled? Hov" often has the warFl and heavenly 
spirit, after pure joys, left a sinful heart? DeVastating 
war rages. It rages pent up in ou~ very members. The dual 
* nature of man rises with clashing arlrtS for our bodies 
made of clay bear down upon the soul; 'i'lhile the soul on her 
side, elevated oy a peaceful breath, tosses fretfully in 
the prison of a blackened heart and in her tight-bound 
* chains spurns defilement. To gain cross purposes the 
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non simplex natura hominisj nam viscera limo 
effigiata premunt animu~, contra ille sereno 
editus adflatu nigrantis carcere cordis 
aestuat et sordes arta inter vincla recusat. 
spiritibus pU8nant variis lux atque tenebrae 
distantesque animat duplex substantia vires, 
donee praesidio Christus deus adsit et 0111ne8 
virtutum germnas conponat sede piata 
a.tque, ubi peccatun1 regnaverat, aurea templi 
atria constituens texat spect~nine morum 
ornament a animae, quibus oblectata decoro 
a.eternum solio dives Sapientia reGnet. 
r~---------------------------------------------------113 
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th.e strugr;le betl'leen li?;ht and darkness coes on" and the 
" 
several forces (J.raw life fx'om our dual essence"'- until 
~nO. Christ oux' God C01"leS to our aid and builds 1..1.p evex'Y gem of 
Virtue in our faitbful souls" and tbere nhere sin once 
reigned constructs arolrten court within the temple and fits 
into their places as a mark of character ornaments of the 
soul" which for all eternity 1'ic1;. Wisdom may joyfully rule 
from her resplendent throne.-l~ 
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Pl':.ItT IV .' 
CO~,:~.21JTARY OF TEE PSYCROI,:.\CEIA 
Preface 
Prudentius, though he wrote all his works in Latin, gave 
nost of Ius poems Greek titles, Apotheosis, Ranartigenia, Peri-
!,tephenon, and the p:r-esent poem, Psychomachia. Psychomachia 
:means Soul-struggle. In this poem is descr'ibed the battle of the 
C}"ristian Virtues \'ri th the Pagan Vices for the possession of the 
soul. 
1. Abraham is the father of the Faithful. St. James (ii,23 
and St. Paul (Rom. iv, 3; Gal. iii, 6) quote the words of Gen-
eSis, "Abraham believed God and it was reputed to him unto 
justice. 1t (Gen. xv,6.) St. Paul adds: ttKnow ye therefore that 
they who are of the faith the same are the children of Abra-
ham." Gal. iii,7. And again in Rom. iv, 18-21, the Apostle 
',:ives us an animated account of Abraham's faith. '_. 
2. Abram waS ninety years old when God annOlmced His inten-
3. 
tion of makinc; him father of many men. Gon. xvii, 1. 
ttl~ei ther shall your name be called any more Abram, but 
thou shalt be called Abruha.r:1, because I have made thee father 
of many nations." Gen. xvii, 5. ltAbram tf means tthigh father. 1t 
"Abraham" means tlfather of a multitude. tf 
SenIle piGnus. Abraham vms one hundred years old when 
Isaac was born. 
Profanis Gentibus. In this allegory there is a double 
strand of extended metaphor. As individuals we are to fight 
our personal temptations. As Christians we must fight to put 
do\'ffi paganism. In Prudentius I day Christianity was gaining 
the upper hand in this great struggle. Today the conflict 
still rages, and Paganism seems to be in the ascendancy. 
11. Prolem coniugalem. The thoughts and acts which the 
soul of a Cl~istian should bring forth when united with Virtu 
is sanctifying grace. 
13. Bellicosus. There is a real war in our members, and we 
must have a warrior spirit to drive sin from our souls. 
H:e Portenta cordis. These are the evil inclinations and 
sins iv'hich are trying to possess our souls or have already 
gained a foothold in the desired land. The means of strug-
gling with these monsters is set down in the body of the poem 
where they are overcome individually by their contrary Vir-
tues. 
15. The feroces reges were Amraphel" Idng of Sennaar, Ari-
och, king of Pontus, Chordorlahomor, king of the Elamites" 
and Thadal, called kine; of nations. Gen. xiv, 1. 
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Patruelis. English is rather impoverished in expres-
sions of relationship. This word means nan uncle on the fa-
ther's side." 
2. The early Fathers were noted for their mystical inter-
pretations of numbers. In Greek the number 318 is TIH which 
is the symbol of Christ. Because of its form the T stands fo 
the Cross. IE are the first two letters of the Greek form of 
Jesus. The interpretation, therefore, of Abraham and his ser 
vants becomes: Abrahrua, the soul, with the help of 318 ser-
vants, Christ, conquers all passions. See Lavarenne, p.210. 
The Script'L'lre reads: ItWhich when Abram had heard to wi t 
that his brother Lot was taken, he numbered of the servants 
born in his house three hundred and eighteen well appointed: 
and pursued them to Dan." Gen. xiv, 14. 
30. Monilia. In the plural this word often, as here, has 
the meaning of tfjewels. n See the note on line 448. 
31. Al though Bergrnan' s text has been followed throughout in 
the prepars.tion of this edition, the reading of this verse as 
found in Lavarenne has been preferred. 
Two difficulties are presented in this verse. The fir~ 
is disposed of easily. In the Scriptural account of Lot's 
riches there is no mention of horses but only of asses. Pru-
dentius speaks of mares. There is no evident reason to be-
33. 
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. ~ lieve that this is not Just another Case of Prudentius' negli-
gence, instances of which are again referred to in lines 399 
and 813 of the Psychomachia. 
By far the greater difficulty lies in the variation of 
re;;;.dings. Bergman, following the A manuscript, reads: 
~, equarum vasa, vestem, buculas. 
This reading accords with Genesis (xiii, 5) W11.e1"e Lot is said 
to have 'tflocks of sheep, n but one can hardly imagine that 
"pails for milking mares,tt as Lavarenne translates equarlUl1 vasa 
would be enumerated along with such booty of value as sheep, 
clothing, and heifers. Therefore, following L8.varenne and all 
the manuscripts except the one Bergman uses, I prefer to read: 
greges equarU!1, ~, vesten!, bucu.las, 
mindful that the passage of Genesis still presents a difficultj 
which is best explained, though not perhaps wholly satisfactor-
ily, by Prudentius' negligence. At least the almost unintel-
ligible expression, equarum~, disappears. J.:ioreover, it 
may be well to note that greses equarun is sanctioned by Cicere 
for in his Against Verres (II, ii, 7, 20) he speaks of Dio of 
Halaesa's herd of thoroughbred mares, greges nobilissimarurn 
equarum. To my knowledge there is no instance in classical 
literat1~e of the use of equarum~, and the expression re-
mains vague, almost without meaning in the context. 
Baca. The links of the chain were in the shape of ber-
6. 
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ries. Prudentius is the only author who uses this ~ord in 
the sense of a chain. 
Those of faithful blood were the Jews of the Old Test 
ament who wel'e true to the prophecies of the coming Christ 
and the Christians of the New Testament who were true to th 
precepts of that same Christ when He had come. 
37. In the Bible story the wicked princes are those men-
tioned in line 15 of the "Preface." In the allegory of the 
Christians they are the various Vices that must be conquere 
so that man's soul may be free. 
note the alliteration of prosapiam, vis pessimormn 
possideret principmn. ','!hen Latin was in its infancy, in 
the heroic times of Ennius, alliteration WaS cultivated. 
During the Golden Age its use declined, but it once 11101"e 
Y;TaS revived about the time of Prudenti us and plays a great 
part in the literatu~e of Christian hymnody. 
40-4. I\J:e1chisedech was king of Salem and priest of the 1.:ost 
High God. Gen. xiv, 18. st. Paul (Hebrews vii, 1-3) says: 
"Por this I,Ie1chisedech was king of Salem, priest of the 
most hi8h God, who net Abraham returning from the slaughter 
of the kings and blessed him: Without' father, without 
mother, without geneology, having neither beginning of days 
nor end of life, but likened unto the Son of God, continu-
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eth a priest forever." 
.' 
45. ttAnd when he lifted up bis eyes there appeared to him 
three men standing near him.tt Gen. xviii, 2. 
46. Mapalia. Little huts of the nomadj.c lTurlidians. Pruden-
tlus, who evidently follows Virgil in bis antiquities, here 
transfers the Punic word to Abraham who lived in the noma.dic 
days of the Hebrews. Scripture c9.lls Abraham's home a tent. 
47. "How they were both old and far advanced in years, and 
it had ceased. to be with Sara after the manner of women. tt 
Gen. xviii, 11. nAnd she conceived and bore a son in her old 
age at the time that God had foretold her." Gen. xxi, 2. 
48. Cachinni paenitens. At the time that the three angels 
foretold Sara's conception she was behind the door of the tent' 
and laughed, thinking it was foolish that anyone should think 
of an old woman like herself bearing a child. Gen. xviii, 10.: 
51. Pruc1entius seems to mean tha.t the course of human actio 
becomes clearer as generations of men live their lives cor-
rectly. 
57. For the mystical significance of the number 318 see note 
22 of the "Preface." This whole latter part of the ttPreface!l 
is but an application of the story in the first part. 
59. Christ is the Melchisedech of the New Testament. He ha:l 
r 
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no n11]11[111 father, for Eis Father is Goo,. .' 
l.ielchiserlech l s father is unl:nown; conse,quently, he 
ca.nnot be spoken of. He is a fons ineno.rr'!Ctbilis. God is 
the F2.ther of Ch_,"':"ist, a Father beyond words of description. 
He is a parens ineffabilis. Prudentius delights in pointin, 
such contrasts by a simple play on words. 
Like I.:elcbisedech \yho offered bread o.nd "rine for Abre 
Dron retu~"ning from the slaughter of the kin:,'s, Christ offer 
Himself in the Eu,char:i.st to those 'I7ho overcome sin. 
In the 3ucharist Christ co!,'!es into the chaste souls 0 
tbose '-"lho 'h,ave conql),ered sin, just as tb,e angels canG to 
Abraham. 
As three anGels appeared to Abraham in his tent, so 
three Persons of~~he Trinity come to the Goul in the EuchaI' 
ist, for Ylb,ere the Second Person comes, the First Qnd Third 
come with Him. 
Unless our souls arc fecunrla ted b-.l the action of the 
Holy Spirit, we cannot expect to 1)1"ing forth any deeds meri 
toriollS of everlastinG hall)iness. :;'01'" such deeds, prolis, 
tr'0 presence of so.11.c tifying crace, perenni semine, is re-
quired. 
,3er8. puerpera. Sara bore her son late in life J vir-
tue, too, is always late, for virtue should eveI" be wi th us 
r 
, 
.l-. 
121 
.. , 
Prudentiu8, adherring to t.he accepted intI'oduction of 
all [rent o])ic s, 1)e31n8 yri th un invocation. Ee doe s not, 
he lifts his l:ceart to Christ, his God, hi s ::"i11.n'" 1-::.i3 Leade):'" 
with a sincerity t}o.t mirrors a soul filled with the truth 0 
the Gospe I a&110ni tion: Ifl~fi thout me you can flo not1:-Jinr:." 
These t1;renty open1n[' versos, b,}[J.lltiful in their simple 
fai tll and h"l.:rrdJle hope in Cr.ris t, plo.inly ::lta te the Go. th.olic 
doc trine of nan t s fallon :':1.[1 tLu"o. 
Like all anciont authors Prude.'1tius freely used the 
li tera ture in his }1flnds. Tbe first b.exo.meter of the Psycho-
macbia, plainly taken froJ'1 Vircilts, Phoebe, Graves Troiae 
seJ:1l)e~ niser5.te laberee, in Aeneid VI, 56, is, as it ,",ere, 
an aclmowledCc'e:uent of the poet r s indebtedness to the pagan 
\'1ri tel.... ~:re of the t'wentieth century would be inclined to 
call such open imitations plaGiarism; not so the less 80-
pbisticated 1:18.11. of the fourth century, 01', indeed, of the 
1;,rDole ancient ·vorld. The fact is" they rlelic;hted to recoG-
nize a fo.rlilinr llno as Ji. L. G1.,1il1e1:1i11., L' Ori ~inali te de Vir 
r:'ile,pg.5, says:"A Itoric;inalite,le public prefernit Ia tra-
--
dition; au nouveau" Ie reconnu ••• le lecteur prenn.it plaisir 
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a saluer au passage des reminiscences, plus ou moins li4iteralro, 
, 1 '. " If qu i reconnaissait et se reJouissait de reconnaitre. 
Anyone interested in Prudentius' reliance on Virgil will 
find ample no. terial in Albert 1.lahoney's dissertation, Vergil 
in the Works of Prudentius. 
3. There is no need to impeach Prudentius' orthodoxy here, as 
some have suggested. The poet is speaking to the Son only of 
the Father. There is no reason for mentioning the Holy Ghost. 
I.:oreover, the Council of Hicaea, convened less than a quarter 
of a century before Pl"udentius' birth, 'ltlaS particularly inter-
ested in defining the relation between Father and Son. It is 
this council's term, Ifhomoousionl1 (i. e. consubstantial, of the 
same substance), that Prudent ius wishes to bring before his 
readers in these verses. In fact, the newly formulated Nicene 
Creed can be detected like an overtone th.roughout these opening 
four verses: nGod of God, Light of Light, true God of true God, 
begotten not nade, consubatantial with the Father." 
4. By a subtle distinction between the worcls unum and solum 
the poet expresses the m~Tstery of the Trinity. ffWe adore but 
one God, ••• not, however, just one. n The point is that there 
are more Persons than one in God, yet God is one. 
5. Christ the King! Prudentius is fond of this title and he 
applies it to the Son and the Father ind·iscriminately. The 
r 
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Christian gives God a great many names. The most chnracter 
istic expression of this devotion is the litanies. 
5. Pellere. It is interesting to note that Prudentius 
asks to drive out the faults and not just to put them do\vn 
as seditio would seem to require. 
-10. We beg a strong defence (praesidium) to·protect our 
10. 
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14. 
freedom of choice in the matter of sin. 17e ask, thus, that 
we be not carried away by sinful inclinations. At the sa.r:J.e 
time we desire a strong offensive front (acies) so that we 
may overcome the invaders. 
Furiae. 'tThere are, however, three inclinations t:b..,a t 
drive men headlong into every vice: anger, greed, lust. 
Lioreover, the poets speak of three Furies who troubled the 
minds of men. Anger sought revenge; greed wealth; lust 
pleasures of the flesh ••• " Lactantius vi, 21. 
No man is tempted beyond his power to endure. God's 
grace is always flowing out to help man in his warfare, for 
It n 
a victory in the ranks is a victory for the noble leader. 
The turrna was a cavalry unit. The three hundred 
horsemen of a legion were divided into ten turmae of thirty 
rlen each. Prudentius evidently wishes to give the impres-
sion of s\vift aid by his use of the term in this passage. 
r 
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.' This is the transition between the introduction and the 
main theme. 
In the Psychomachia there is a double thread of al-
legory. The more evident thread is the battle between the 
Virtues and Vices of an individual soulo Besides l howevEr, 
there is a more subtle allusion to the battle between 
Christianity and paganism. Thus, we may conceive Faith as 
preparing 12 .. man to acquire more graces and virtues; or we 
may consider Faith as the enemy of Idolatry and state re-
ligions. Both al.legories are clearly contained in the ac-
count of this enc01mter. 
The struggle of Faith is first because it is she who 
prepares the Christian for other Virtues. Her si.ngle con-
flict with ~~forship of the Ancient Goels is brief and decis-
ive - the shortest struggle in the poem. There is no !tde_ 
clamatio lt nor any sign of wealmess in this maiden who is 
"Queen of all the Virtues." 
The poet gives Faith all the ruggedness and strength 
of the pristine Roman. One feels that Prudentius had the 
plow and ox and virile farmer in mind when he used such 
words as agrestis and cultus whose roots go deep into the 
soil and recall the days when Rome, like the Church in the 
fourth centurYI was building strong foundations for a fu-
r 
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.' ture empire. 
Faith shows little care for her hair. Tertullian1 St • 
. Ambrose 1 and other early Christian writers scathingly de-
nounced the meticulous oriental beautifica.tion of the hair so 
connnon in women of thelr day • 
. 1:. Love of praise is hardly a motive worthy of Pai th" but 
we must remember tha.t Prudentius is keeping much of the an-
cient classical machinery in this allegory" and the heroes of 
Virgil fought for praise. Uinor inconsistencies of this kind 
are frequent in the Psychomachia" betraying a bit of careless 
ness on the part of the poet. 
5. Faith depends on no weapon save her intrinsic strength. 
The early Christian drew no sword !Dr threw a shield in hi s 0' 
defence. He Imew that Faith alone YlaS strone enough for vic-
tory. 
g. The battle beti."leen Fai tb and the Ancient Cult is not 
mere rhetoric. Prudentius lived when Faith wa.s still young" 
vigorous" and striving to exist. He saw her daily take the 
field against vice; he himself defended her in the battle wit 
the Ancient Cult, notably in his Contra 8ymma~h~. One canno 
read the PsychomachiB: with sophisticated cynicism and expect 
to enjoy it. He must see the Faith actually provoking the 
dangerous Vices so that she may conquer them. 
~o. 
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The Vestals and other priestesses wore ribbo~ about 
their heads to hold their hair in place ,."hile sacrificing. 
So, the Cult of the Ancient Gods is represented as a priest-
esse 
A frequent criticism of Prudentius is his lack of 
good taste. However, this passage, apparently wanting in 
delicacy, is an accurate picture of the bloody sacrifices 
on the altars of the gods. It is meant by the poet to fill 
us with disgust for Faith's adveI'sary. 
Fai th is Queen of 11:artyrs since it is for her that 
her witnesses have laid down their lives. 
It is clear from this verse that all the warriors in 
the armies are not women. The ironic Situation, at times 
satirical" of men D...'1der female leaders is forced on the 
poet by the necessities of Latin gral1unar since grrunmatic81-
1,T all virtue s are feminine. 
" 
The triur:1ph in which the martyrs partake is due them 
as soldiers of Faith and witnesses of her truth. Though 
they themselves have not been called upon to fight in this 
encounter, still they share in the Glory of the victory. 
Chastity and Lust, the two great adversaries in the 
ancient world,are next to meet. Prudentius probably has 
them meet as soon as Faith haS won her victory because 
41. 
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this Vice and Virtue are so universally in constanW' con-
flict iD every soul. This actual engagement is brief, but 
the dra"Vl1 out speech that follows is one of the longest in 
the poem and a fair example of Prudentius' renowned prolix-
ity. 
Chastity is called a virgin (virGo); her foe is dis-
tinguished by such titles as strumpet (lupa), courtesan. 
(meretrix), and trollop (prostibulurn). 
The allusion is to the corrupt L'lorals of the Sodo-
mi tes and their destruction by fire and brimstone as told 
in Genesis, xix, 24-25. The flaming brands of Lust are 
s'J7T.1bolic of the heat of passion. lJote the words in the 
passage that brine; out the idea of consuming passion: 
faces (brands), arde~ (aflame), flar:nna (fire), fumus 
(smoke), fla2rans (fiery), igne.a. (fiery), calidus (warm), 
vapop (s team) • 
The impulsive action of Lust, reminiscent of the 
furies in ancient literature, is contrasted with Chastity's 
calm, constant demeanor. All the Vices of the Psychomachia 
are turbulent, l:eeping thenselves jn a continuous flurry; 
wJ:1ile the Virtues gently meet their attacks and easily con-
quer without perbJrba tion. 
Lupa. Harlots in Rome were sometimes called lupae 
r 
'!rhich Ii terally means !twolves. tt Perhaps this appeJ.lation 
,,"as due to the little cells they occnpied, especially near 
the Circus L:aximus, which closely resembled dens. Lupanar 
(line 378) I ttbl"'othe 1, n has the same derivation. 
50. It is interesting to note that Prudentius' compatri-
53-97. 
ots, Lucan and Seneca, shared his likins for horrible de-
tails. 
In the mouth of Chastity, Prudentius develops a theme 
wJ:o..ich was very dear to him, the redemption of man f s fle811. 
by Cbrist. This is a well composed speech, worthy of the 
rhetorical training in declamatio and controversia which 
marked the Roman education from the days of Q,uintillian. 
The peroration of Chastity's address is the most vehement 
expression in the Psychomachia. 
53. }Toc habet. Servins, commenting on Virgil's Aeneid 
XII, where the same ph-rase occurs, says that the full ex-
pression is habet vlJ.lnus letale (he 118.8 a mortal wound). 
,}ladiators used the expression YThen they struck their ad-
versaries ancl brouc;ht them to the ground. 
Regfna. Prudent ius probably considel~s each Virtue a3 
a sovereign over her forces. Faith, however, seems to be 
queen of the other sovereigns (line 716) as well as of he l' 
own fighting forces (line 37). 
r 
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Supremus finis. To say If the last end't may sEfeTn pleo-
nastic, but what Prudentius wished to bring out was this: 
Lust had once been slain by Judith in the person of I-Iolo-
fernes, but she sprang to life again. This time she has 
really met her doom. 
58-65. In place of mythology, with vThich classic ancient 
poetry is replete, the early Christian writers used the 
stories of the Old Testrunent to illustrate their lessons. 
By so doing they weaned men, as it were, from the intellec-
tual food which at that time proved har~ful for neophyte 
Christians and satisfied them with the wb.olesome tales of 
Eoly Scripture. 
GO. The account of Judi th may be found in Judith xiii. 
65. In reality Holophernes was punished for da:ring to a; -
tack the people of God. Prudentius seems to think that 
Judi th killed him because he hE.d tempted her virtue. 
Eatrona. Prudentius attributes some of Judith's in-
capacity to completely destroy Lust to the fact that she 
was not a virgin but the widow of I':anasses. The Church has 
always looked upon virginity as a more perfect state than 
marriage, and so in line 70 the poet brings out tb.e 
strenGth and ability of kary, the Virc;in, in thoroughly 
overcominG Lust. 
66. 
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Sub umbra legis ••• figUrat. The Old Testament f~eshad-
owed the Hew; all was type and prophecy. St. Paul says: "For 
the law havine a shadow of the good thinGs to come , not the 
very image of the thinGs ••• tt Hebrews x, 1. Again, surmning up 
the pl"escriptions of the Old Law he says: nvrbich are a shadow 
of things to come." Collos. ii, 17. 
70. Intactae virginis. Here is an example of a layman's 
belief in the doctrine of the Il1mlaculate Conception datinG 
back to the first years of the fifth century. 
Before ]'v:ary cane into this l.1\forld man VIas unable to at-
tain heaven because his fallen nature required him to be born 
in the state of original sin from which handicap he of him-
If 11 f · -'l 1 '~r' th .' lid 1 se con (never Ulu. re ease. ;;~. laury S COrl ne;, an 1er 
acceptance of God's rlission, 1'1an sloughed off his old fallen 
nature and took. on a new nature, fallen but redeemed. 
73. The Holy Ghost, d\,1e11in2: withln us, plants a new' kind 
of flesh by grace, a flesh that vlill one day blossom glori-
ously in another life for all eternity. 
74. About a quarter of a century after this poem was writ-
ten, Dorotheus, bishop of Ivlarcionopolis and ardent follower 0 f 
the heretic l:estorius went so far as to cry out in an impious 
sernon in the church of St. Sophia: nIf anyone sD.5. th that 
r.:ary is the mother of God, let him be anathema!" W'i th loud 
of indi 'nation the 
'75. 
76. 
78-86. 
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.' we can see how firmly gro'Lmded in this doctrine were the 
common people of Prudentius l day. However, the Nestorian 
heresy "."laS not to come for some years after the poet's 
death. In this passaGe Prudentius is directly contradict-
ing Arianism" the denial of Christ's Divine Nature. 
Again Prudentius takes a thrust at Arius who main-
tained this thesis: uThe Logos was a creature, created 
from nothing, not from the divine substance. The Logos in 
turn created all other creatures. God adopted him as a son 
though he noes not share in the Divine Nature. The Logos 
became flesh by taking the place of a soul in Jesus Christ.' 
See Philip Hughes, A Histor.,.Y of the Church, vol.I, page 2.3 
Arius failed to grasp the philosophical concepts of 
"person" and "nature." His consequent denial of Jesus' 
consubstantiality with the Father (~ Patre m.:unen) was 
condemned at the C01.U1cil of Hicaea in 325. 
St. Jerome, Prudentius' conter:1porary, made much the 
same statement: "The Word became flesh that we might span 
the gulf to the Vrord from our flesh." II Contra Jovianian. 
The poet C;rants to all flesh the honor that belongs 
strictly to l.;ary alone - God bearing. 
Pruclenti us insists the. t the '.Yord was God before the 
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.' Incarna tion and became I'lan only at the moment when the Holy 
Ghost overshadowed r.lary. The assumption of humanity in no wa 
lessened the divinity which was always infinite. 
This passage is another exrunple of the rhetorical style 
of Prudentius l day with its subtile expressions, antitheses" 
and what might almost be likened to the conceits of Dryden in 
his early and \",'orst poetic attempts. Still" once the distrac 
tion of the poet's cleverness of expression has been overcome 
we find a depth of thouGht in these verses- the outpouring 
of Himself by C:b..rist for us that we miGht be raised to an 
everlasting inheritance from 01.u' state of absolute desti tu-
tion - unparalleled in Latin classical literatl~e. 
84. Hascencl0. Jesus was born into a lower state (incipiens 
~ quod ~ erat); while we are born into a better lot. 
This idea of rebirth" repeated aeain in line 366, is not pe-
culiar to Cbristianity. Lavarenne cOll1.."'!lents: ttLes initiations 
a certains cultes orientaux, COl1UYle ceaux d'Osiris et drlsis, 
,. .'" P d reposaient S~ la meme ~dee. ru ence, Psychomachie" p. 222 
88. Since Mary has come into the world Lust will never gain 
such strength as she once ·had. l~ever will she fully do aw:;w 
vIi th the precepts of Chastity. 
89. Princeps ad mortis iter. No other vice drags so many 
men into mortal sin as does Lust. 
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91-97. In her impassioned peroration Cp~stity consiths Lust 
97. 
not to the hell of Cbristiani ty but rather to tb.e paga:-:, 
underworld. The manes are the disembodied splri ts; Avernu. 
is the lake in C~lpania where the entrance to Virgills 
nether regions is situated; the shadowy atmospbere, the 
Phlegethon (vada flammea), the nOisy pool (staGna sonantia 
and, finally, the reference to the Fury: all recall the 
sixth book of the Aeneid. 
Christ is King of the Christians. uno man can serve 
two masters." Therefore, Lust must cease to seek patronagE 
from the followers of Christ. 
99-101. Contact with Lust, though one overcome her, leaves a 
107. 
stain which for the pagan comine; to Christianity is washed 
off in the waters of baptism symbolized in the poem by the 
ltwaters of the Jordantt - the river in wbich Jesus was bap-
tized. 
It was a custom in the ancient world, a practice 
which prevailed into the Middle Ages, to offer one's arms 
to one of the temples after a war. Chastity bere presents 
hers to the altar of the Divine Fount. 
109-77. Patience and Anger now take up the fray. In the 
first nine verses of this passage Prudent ius has given us 
a masterly picture, contrasting the mien of Patience and 
Ill. 
116. 
117. 
.c\nger. There is a pleasing irresistibility in Patience's 
.' 
manner that attracts us and welcomes imitation. Perhaps a 
northern people fails to see the importance the poet gives 
this virtue (it is the second virtue one mnst striV'e to ac-
quire once he has shaken off pat::anism)j but if we remember 
that Prurlentius was writing for Spaniards, Italians, and 
men of quick, southern blood there seems to be more reason 
for teaching Patience early in the inner strugGle of a soul 
The speeches in tlus enco1.mter are brief, pOinted, an 
more stimulating than the long didactic expositions of ehas 
tity. One can now see the versatility with which Prudentiu 
handles the several conflicts, avoidinG monotony despite th 
sameness of incident and the not too great variety of de-
tail. 
Pilum. The javelin of the Roman legionaries (about 
six feet long), which was hurled at the enemy's ranks at th 
beEjinning of the enGagement befol"e proceedinG to the use of 
the sword. 
Contus. A huge pike used by barbarians. 
In later Roman days only the centurians wore crests 
on their helmets. It would seem then that Prudent ius con-
siders Patience an officer in the army of Queen Faith. 
18-20. The first words of a Vice in the poem are character-
5 
istically sarcastic and biting, always a weapon o£ll'an an-
gry man. 
120. Vice is pictured taking advantage of Patience's vir-
124. 
tue by ridiculing hel" as one not allowed to defend herself 
when attacked, even by crying out in pain. There is TIore 
Grama in this encounter than in either of the former. 
Lorica. The Roman legionary wore a leather cuirass 
consisting of thongs of lwavy leather faced with metal. 
These were fastened together to cover the body. Two 
shoulder pic;ces were artded and 8. rlnte of iron was placed 
over the heart. Only the wealthy Roman 'wore chain arInor 
or mail. 
125-27. It is a favorite theme of the old epics to go into 
133. 
detail describing the armor of the warriors. Prudent ius 
speaks of the arnor com,ll1on enough in his day. Three thick 
nesses of linen fabric were woven together and covered 
over with small plates of metal sewn into the fabric with 
bronze wire'. 
Barbarus. Prudentius stresses the fact that the 
Vi ce.s are foreign to the soul, that Virtue s are the rigr.:.t-
ful inhabi tants and. in these combats are but protecting 
their inteI'ests. Pride, as we shall see, seems to be the 
only exception. 
148. 
166. 
16'7. 
168. 
1'71. 
174-'77. 
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The ancients skillfully worked the hilts of ~'heir 
swords, studding them with gems and inlayin8 them with 
silver and gold. Such a piece of CI'aftsl?lanship probably 
Was this hilt, telling of Glorious days and triumphs of 
Anger. The sru'le hilt is referred to in the next verse as 
a traitorous remembrance (pertida sic;n9-) because it had 
failed its HasteI' in a crucial moment. 
Though his face is drawn by sorI'OW Job Can smile. 
The great 10SSGS of wealtb and 1:in31''-1en he has suffered 
seem as nothing to him now that he is Safe with his guide 
a,1cl all his sores are closed. 
Cicatrix. These were wounds received in Front show-
ing that the wounded l~lan vras not in flic;ht but still ba t-
tling. 
To l1ave inflicted 30 Yrl9..n~T Y101.Ln.C.S and still not to 
have conquered is igno:miEious for Job's enemy but glorious 
for him. 
There is an echo of Jesus' a&nonition not to lay up 
treasures in this world and also of His proY:lise that His 
followers will r'ecei ve a hundredfold in tb.i slife. 
Prudentius, in maldnc; Patience the motherly assis-
tant of the other Virtues, expresses a 8ou...nc1 principle of 
the spiritual life: most good is done in contemplation an 
13? 
the repose that comes of accepting patiently all cf'dversi-
ties as the plan of Providence l a plan that cannot be 
countermanded. 
78-310. Pride and Anger are closely allied in relationship; 
183-5. 
each destroys itself if left to its mm resources. In th 
Psychomachia i\.ne:er commits suicide with the same weapon 
wi th which she vloulcl have slain her enemy I and Pride meet 
death at the hands of an ally because 1:Jer turbulent spir'i 
prevents her from allowinc; Humility to take the initiativ 
in the combat. 
Among the pagans a great amount of time was Given 
to the care and arrangement of the hair. Even the men 
were very meticulous in tbis practice. It is said that 
Xerxes' spies found Leonidas and his men busily engaged 
in fixing their bair before the battle of Thermopylae. 
St. Paul in I Tim. iiI 9 and St. Peter in II iii, 
warned the Christian women about "plaiting the hair." 
From the second century tower-like structures rising from 
the forehead were more or less the style l and false hair 
such as Pride is portrayed as wearing in this passage was 
not unfrequently added to one's own. St. Jerome and Ter-
tullian are most emphatic in their condemnation of these 
vain coiffures. 
199. 
14. 
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Humility, too is a queen, but in an effort to ~epict 
her characteristic retirinG!less Prudentius maJ::es her diffi-
dent, almost unlikeable, vlhich certain17t" was no't his inten-
tion since Eur1.ili ty is one of the most lovable of Christian 
virtues. 
Pride is surprised to find no ornate shield such as 
Aeneas or Achilles wore. '.1e cannot fail to wonder at the 
vast amount of ancient paf';a:1. literary equipment '.'\Thich Pru-
dentius is disinclined to abandon. Had he not wished to em-
phasize the alleGory of Cr..ristiani ty vmrring wi th Paganism 
much of this forced ancient expression would have at least 
been mi tiga ted. 
There is a strange inconsistency on the part of Pru-
dentius in this passage. It would seem that suddenly the 
combatants on both sides become men. Loreover, Hur.1ili ty 
tlJrnS nasculine, advena nudus, and all her followers are men 
(see line 38). There seens to be no reason \'Ib.y ttl.e poet 
should suddenly forc;et the type of warrior with whom he is 
dealing unless perhaps the strong images of histol"Y that are 
Sl.ll~1111oned up in his imaGination at the boast of titles, taJdn 
of countries, and tJ'e spread of Home IS svmy tb.rou,:shout the 
world rrral'es him mOlllentarily lose siGht of the vehicle on 
which his allecorical neaning is carried. 
Rospes. The use of this v:rord heightens the scorn of 
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Pride. Arnone; the ancients one who failed in. his olJl:1egations 
of hospi tali ty was loolred upon as base. Wherefore, Pride 
accuses ~lurnili ty of coming to take her dOl;,ain under the guisE 
of friendship. 
218. Pride is like a pOison that flows in the veins of ever~ 
2:r:an from birth. This figure is not developed but is ir:nnedi-
ately changed to another. 
~23. As a !,;lan 2ro'.78 older his pride increasec. The hurl1ilit~ 
~24. 
)26. 
~30. 
~36. 
~38. 
of children has often been remarked for, as Prudentius inti-
mate3, pride haS been instilled in them at birth but as yet 
has not 11a d time to :ma ture. 
Eve's sin was Pride. Satan said, !tGod doth know that 
in "That clay soever you shall eat thereof" your eye s shall be 
opened: and you shall be as Gods, Imowing Good and evil." 
Gen. iii, 5. 
"AnO. the Lord God made for Ad'3.m c,nd b.is wife Garments 
of sldns, and clotbed them. n Gen. iii, 21. 
r:umili ty had ri[;hts over the souls of men, but before 
Christ IS comine; she was exiled fran her home in t'hose souls. 
Bellona, sister of l.:ars, WaS goddess of war. 
Unto vel"y 1"0C0nt years the liver Was supposed to have 
close connection with the Passions. Chastity bas ever been 
~49. 
:367. 
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1001::ed upon as the res'ult of a cold liver; Lust as vle.rn. 
John Ii~asefield, in liThe Everlasting Lercy, II puts the phrase 
ir.. Saul Lane I s mouth wben 8pea1:in8 of his meeting with Jane, 
tn.e bar:!:naid: 
.i~nd while ':Ie whispered there toc;ether 
I gave her silver for a feather 
And felt a drlm}:enness like wine 
And shut out Chris t in hus1:s and s'Nine. 
I felt the dart strEce tf1 ... I'ou,Q"ri mv liver. 
Go d puni s h r.le for t t and for:.:;i ve 11er. 
SiE1plici t"J is scor-ned as the r::tupe of e\rery fraud. Pa-
ganism fails to see C:b..rist f s c01I.c"lsel: tt3e ye ','lise as serpent:: 
and simple as doves." 
Pride's hauGhty self-confidence is V/ell drawn in this 
disdainful speech in which tIle scorn of the proud for the 
humblo is ~nost artfully portrayed. 
The very marmer 'which Pride has just scorned in Q.ueen 
Humility is the calvation of that Virtue. 3y heSitating to 
put herself forward she has avoided fallinG into the trap se 
for her do'!mfall. 
279. Fai th had been fired wi th love of praise (line 24); noy 
Hope brings the same motive forward to spm" Eumility to ac-
tiona Here is a true piece of pa:':;8.nisrn in the Virtues t.heY:1-
selves, for praise was the motivatinG factor in ahlOst all 
tll.e Crea t deeds of antiquity. ::owever, it may be tba t the 
poet is Y'lerely shOl"ifing how fine spiritual Growth sometimes 
280-23. 
285. 
~90. 
291. 
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There is a deliberation about tbe d.etails o~' this 
pas,saGe which contin.ues the !ilasterly portrayal of Eurnilit'J 
that Coes th:r'ouch t1::tis account of the battle-. IIPale 
bloodtl certainly floi'lS from Pride f s sevAred nec}:l 
"God resisteth t}~e proud and Giveth. grace to the 
hunble. u Prove iii, 31-1. Janes iii, G. I Pet(n~ v, 5. 
lIimd whosoever sil.all exalt himself, shall be humbled 
and he that shall }~l.."lnble 11i1JSe If, s~x1.11 be e:;:8.1 ted.. It 
Latt. xxiii" 12. Lu2:e xiv, 11; xviii, lLl. 
The story of David anrl Goliath (I Einc;s xvii" 4 sqq) 
is faithfully told to illu.strate an eX8J:1ple of Pride in 
the Old TestG2nent beine; overcome by:1umi1it:>,. 
299. Goliath fell 'before David's weak ;jTearS because the 
300. 
boy was truly humble. Before el!.tering the encolmter he 
had said" "The Lord "rho delivered r~e out of the pay! of the 
lion and out of trJe paw of the bear" he will deliver Ine 
out of the hands of this Philistine. 1I I Kings xvii, 37. 
Such tl'ust in God is true humility" and David is eXalted. 
David's huniJ.ity overcar:le t.l1.c boasting Goliath de-
spi te his he1mot of brass and coat of ::--:~Cdl" his brass 
creaves anc'1. buc':le:..... BeCD.U3e the boy relied. on =Im:li1ity" 
he has Y1.eri ted to 8i t forever at tll.c feet of b.is Lord in 
tl1e ~:incdon of 11.8aven. 
142 
304. UUotJ:.dnc: defi1ed shall enter into heaven.« 
310. Commentators h<.'lve used all their inz;enui ty trying to ac 
count for Prudentius t use of the Occident rather -than the Ori 
ent as the place ,:,!hence cones Sensuality. Luvarenne, after 
quotin0 various comr,lentators, wakes a simple and plausible ob 
servation: 
t ~ , , , 
I Une derniere h~rpothesc se presente (l.onc aI' es-
pri t: occiduis ne serai t-il pas lill simple lapsu.s de Prudence? 
I II n'est pas defenclu de se Ie dena!1Cler, quand on connait Ie 
ter!1perament d'i!111)rovinateur clu poete." Ope c:i.t., paCe 234. 
Lavarenne's tll.eory seoms to be substantiated in the vel'" 
ses that follow in the poem for most of the references are to 
apparel and customs of the Ti:ast rather than of the '~rest. 
311. Sensuali ty is depicted 0.8 one vlho lives softly and vol-
uptuously. This pepnicioll.s vice of the ancient rrorld 'was the 
ruin of every empire , Eastern and Western. At the very mOI:1en 
Prudentius was beatin: out these lines, the strong barbarians 
from the Horth were j'1o.kinc inroads ill.t.o tl)e ~rielc'1in.s luxury 
of the ,'Jouth. 
317. The Rorlans reclined. at table Ylhere t 1'1ey spent a long 
time over t]'loir' din~1er, sometim.es going until early :morning. 
Even t1".e frugal Co. to usec1. to converse until In te at nic;bt, 
as Cicero tells us in his De 3enectute, 14, 46. If a drinlr.-
:i.ng party (cornissa tio) follo'wed the meal, it often went to 
318. 
339. 
341. 
343. 
347. 
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:morning. At these vlild orGies, frequently attended .ey wome 
and even chil(1..1~en, garlands and r.rreaths c1ocli':ed the partici-
pants, and musical entertaimJent and dancinG Girls helped to 
distract tbe :.;uests. These parties ,;v-ere still COT'1Jnon in the 
days of Prudentius as we see from this reference to the win 
music, 8.11(1 flo'wers. 
The ancients heated water mixed vii th spices and herbs 
\'.1hich they added to their wine. 
Electl"'wl. Coin metal tbe color of a..'11ber. It was sup-
posed to be fOUJ'-fifths gold and one-fifth silver. 
By tbeir s'lU~render they enslaved them8 1-)lves to their 
captors - a loss of liberty they deemed pleasant because of 
the nature of their tlistress. One of man's innate charac-
teristics is to shun toil and search for' ease. This is one 
of the leadine factors at the base of all the progress of 
invention in the modern world. 
3ignis versis. Tl-:e sisna 'were the ctanclards of a sm 
contingent of the arny, the maniples. In this battle 'Ni thin 
the soul only that part of the leGion com::nanded by Sobriety 
has 6i ven VTaY. 
Ganea. A ~ombined eating house and brothel. 
Vexillum. This was Jche oldest of the Roman standards. 
354. 
355. 
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Floa ting over the [;ene1"o..l' s tent it gave t:-18 sicnal for ba t-
tIe. This standard YlaS the rallyinG-point of the soldiers 
in case of a rout. Prudentius shows a fine lrnowledge of 
military terms throuchout this poem. In fact, it is from 
the evidence of tbis 1~nm'!led8e shmm here and his own remark 
in the ttPreface ll thD.t some stlJ.dents of the poet have ar(';ued 
that Prudent ius in his early years served in a military 
position. See note 15 on pace 14 of this thesis. 
Agmine primo. The standard bearers went in the first 
lines while on the narch but dropped buck when the battle 
began. 
Garlands of lilies are not befitting a soldier, nor, 
since such garlands suggest all-ni~'ht drinking bouts do they 
harmonize \'15_ th the sobriety a Cr..ristian should profess. See 
the note on ver'se 317. 
Ferrugineus flos. These flovlers are the color of 
ironweed. 
rZ57. Eitra. This Eastern form of head-dress WaS worn by 
vromen, and then only b~.~ those of a not too respectable class 
(Cicero is indiGnant about the mitella VIorn by effeminate 
young men. Pro Rubir. Post. 10, 26.) 30briety's vlord.s to 
her' men are hi:)lly insulting. She is determined to wa1:e 
them fro1':1 tr.:.eir entrancment by showing them the unmasculine 
60. 
· 1·15 
lengths to \vhich tbey \vill be dra.':m if they follow SElilsual-
ity. 
Sobriety beGins to ease the abuse. She turns to rea-
son. Eel' men lJave been baptised; they have been siGned with 
the oil of salvation, not the perfumed oil (nardum) of deat.h 
They have been clothed in the white robe of innocence: ~Jhy 
do they wear the soft Garments of ,Sensuali t.y? 
The several allusions to baptism recall the ceremonies 
of that Sacrament in the early Church. The viGil of ~aster 
was the time of initiation of Cb.ristians into the Church, 
and this ceremony has been described in L. Duchesne's Origi-
, . 
nes du Culte Chretlen. After the blessing of the oils and 
water, the baptistry doors were opened and each candidate 
entered nude. "On Ie fait regarder vel'S l'Occident, et par 
, , .. 
trois fois il est sornrn.e de renoncer au den on, a ses pompes e 
.. .. 
a ses voluptes. Sur 
, 
sa triple reponse, i1 est introduit 
.. dans la piscine et la on Ie requiert de confesser, par trois 
., '. , fOis, 1a foi cnretlenne. Par tl"ois fois il repond: Credo. 
, 
II est alors plonGe dans 1'eau sainte, trois fois aussi, 
, " , 
sauf en Espagne, ou l' immersion unique etai t consi d.eree COIillTI 
une protestation contre 1'arianisme." (~)ace 343) 
The formula used in this irrunersion was the sa.me as the 
Church employs today: ttl baptize you in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. P..men. It 
61. 
"62. 
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The neophyte was then taken to the bishop who ~ened 
his head w'i th perf'llrled chrism v.;hich he ha.d previously 
blessed saying: n···· t" IfJ.UY 1'.G Omnipotent God, \."ho r'ec;enerated 
you by water and the Holy Spirit and for Cave you Y01.lr sins, 
Hil:1self preserve you in life everlastinG. 1I 
Then the ':lhi to robe vrhich Prudenti us Y;lentions was put 
upon the new Christian while the bishop aclrnonished: [tRecei ve 
the Vlhi te (candida) robe which you mus t carry clean before 
the tribunal of our Lord Jesus Christ.It Tbe episcopal bless 
ing was then bestowed on the neophytes, and the bishop beGan 
Hass at which the ne'."{ly baptized received their first Holy 
Cormmmions. 
Prudent ius here extols the nobility of baptism by whic' 
a Christian is accepted into the kingdom of heaven Vihere he 
will remain eternally. 
Syrma was a lone trailing gar:rrrent w'orn only by WOrKH1 
tlnd oi.'ferc.irHlte Lon. 
Palliwl. This was a distinctive Grocian sarr'1ent. :Sve 
a conservative 110man felt it beneath his dignity to wear one 
Pollice docto. In his Panes:,rr:i.c on the Consuls Pro-
binus and Olybrh.1.s, Claudian, a contenporary of Prudenthw 
in pagan Ii terature, also uses t!:1l3 pbrase. Speaking of 
Proba, the mother of the consuls, he says: 
365. 
Laetatur veneranda pa1'ens et pollice docto 
iaIn parat auratas trabeas cinctusque micantes 
stamine ••• 
That lovable old wo:man is filled with joy as' hel' 
skilled fingers now' prepare the gold-e:mbroidered 
garments and raiment cleru~ing wi th the tr...read ••• 
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.' 
Prullentius, attributing sl:illed finger3 to Paith, prob-
ably WaS referring to the long practice the Ol-:1.1.:rc11. had in 
bc.ptizing" and the consequent sraoothness with ':rhich the ccre-
many nas perfor'me d.. 
SSe Peter and Pa1...U both warned us to take up this 
shield and war against the flesh. "But put ye on the Lord 
Jesus Christ and make not provision for the flesh in its con-
cupiscences. 1t Rom. xiii" 14. ltDearly beloved, I beseech you 
to refrain ~"o1.:trselves from carnal desires which 1Nar asainst 
the soul. 1I I Peter ii" 11. 
366. By baptism the Cbl"'istian is born again of the waters of 
the Holy Ghost in a new life. 
367. Cantharus. A drinlring cup 'lfith feet and two }-landles 
stretching from the rim down to the feet vii th a curve often 
mounting hi8he1'" than the rim. 
368. Despuit. A rather daring figure" not lli1usual in Pruden 
tius, with a decided l2.cIr of good taste. Literally the word 
r16ans II spi t s out. It 
Falernian '.vine v:as one of the fine s t in Rome. Horace 
.' sin0s its praises because he lived at a time when wine was 
celebrated over-enthusiastically" vlhen its study was a pas 
and scrupulous care was given to the preservation and culti-
vation of the vine. Prudent ius , use of the word seems to be 
sonething of a conceit. 
'71. This is a typical speech. Having proposed some doctrine 
such as" in this instance, Baptism, Prudentius strikes at a 
few evils of the time, illustrates his subject with a bibli-
cal sketch and concludes by encouraging reform. 
For the story referred to in this passage see Exodus 
xvii, 3-6. 
'72. Patres. The Hebrews were the spiritual ancestors of 
the Christians because it was tbr01J.gh them that Christ was 
promised and came into the world to begin the Cl~istian era. 
'74. The manna. from heaven was a type in the Old Testament 
of the living manna, Christ HL."'1lself who would come down each 
day in the Uew Law'. 
'79. The poet seems to intend Sobriety1s forces to be made 
up of men. Unless we are to adrili t grave inconsistency on 
Prudentius l part we must concede that there are a great many 
men in the army, if the army is not entil"ely composed of men. 
Hote the irony of this passage. A vloman is exhorting men to 
• S alnlOst a 
for the effeminate men of the Empire. 
.' 
81. The bi tine words and 10Sj.c of tho spoee11 a1'e ended. 
Sobriety nmv persuades hoI' wen by lofty notives drawn from the 
examples of great figures in the Old Testar;lent to vlhom she 
unites the Christians in relationship throu~h Christ. 
)86. Tbe exa:mples which Sobriety brings forth are t110se of 
strons men I'lho fought valiantly for 'vhat they Imow God \"rantec1. 
David was in constant conflict. Sanuel, ','Then 3nu1 failed to 
kill Aeag and to destroy the best booty, took the natter into 
his OWl1. hands. I Eings xv, 33. 
Divito ab hoste. A.cne, the J.~.Llalecite. 
Samuel r s reason for slaying Agag vms not tlmt which is 
adduced by Prudentius. [{ather, Sanuel Glew AGag because God 
c oT!rrnande d it. 
96. Sobriety 11118 shoi'm her nen vlhat evil they have done; 811. 
has reasoned with them; she has Given tb.em examples from whom 
they may learn. ITow she wishes to forestall their despair by 
instilling in them repentance and hope. 
97. Saul, during one of the battles Ylitl:l. the Philistines, 
SVlore that whosoever should take food before the evening 
woule. die • Jonathan, his son, had not been present yr1:en b.is 
fatJ"J.er IS cor:;rcand was given. That day be put l~.is lance into 
Q l'.otleycomb "'tlcl tostea the llOpey op 1tcl tip. rtod wOJJld pot 
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answer the king's prayer that day" and when Saul had '-ound 
that Jonathan had disobeyed his orders he demanded his death. 
The people interceded" and the punishment was not carried out 
Jonathan had nothing for ,"{hich to be sorry. He had dis-
obeyed a comrnand of which he bad no Imowledge. l):oreover" in 
the biblical narrative there is no indication of repentance. 
Jonathan merely says: It I did but taste a little honey with 
the end of the ::'oc1 wrich WaS in my hand and behold I must die 
I Kings xiv, 43. 
Jonathan r.L{td no desiGns on the throne. If such is the 
impression which Prudentius wishes to make, he is in contra-
diction to the Vulgate. To explain this idea Lavarenne makes 
two sUGsestions. ~ither the poet was following an earlier 
version of the Bible or he necligently relied on his mer.J.ory 
for the incident and con.fused it with sone other story such 
as David and Absalom. 
~03. In her short per'oration Sobriety offers herself to her 
men if they will only free themselves. There does not seem 
to be a great fault in Sobriety adch~essing so long a speech 
in the midst of a battle" as Lavarenne suggests" for when we 
look at the s to. te of her troops we rea(lily see that only an 
exhortation could bring them to action. They are not retreat~ 
ing. They are surrenc1ering in stupefact:ion '.'!ithout raising 
their arms. 
·10. 
22-26. 
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There WaS probably a :::;olden r.Jllo around the h~'ad of 
the COl"'PUS and otbcr elaborate desi~;ns at the top of the 
cross which Sobriety tLrust out, for the objects of worshi 
in the f01..1I'th century were hiGhly decorated. 
Prudentius attributes to Chance somethinG we i[lould 
expect a Christian to attriimte to Providence. These lit-
tle pa[;an vestiges hOi;yever can be overlooked in the liGht 
of Prudenti us I i,"lorks as a whole. In the Psychomachia, es-
pecia.lly, they have their place since this poem is so evi-
dently modeled on the Aeneid • 
.i.:\nother Prudentian passage in which tb.e poet labors 
too diligently over horrible details! 
..:29. BerSI:w.n believes that the praeteri ti aevi (the day 
now gone) refers to paganisl'l that ha.s noV! been overtr.D:'o,"m. 
27-31. It is a principle of asceticism to mortify those 
~33. 
sense s which ':r8 are more inc lined to indulge. ';[ri tel'S of 
devotional books tell us that vIe will sl...1.ffer more acutely 
in Ptu"'gatory and }-lell in tlwse senses vThich have been the 
cause of our Din. Pel"'haps SOl'.let1]inG of this idea lies be-
hind the antithesis Prudentius draws between Sensuality's 
Past pleasures of taste aDd her present diSGusting draught 
of gore. 
Sensuality's army strongly suggests ~ilton's invita-
tion to hirth's train: 
Haste thee H-:rmph, and bring with thee 
Jest and vouthful Jollit"<T, 
Q.uips and" Cranks and 1,vanton l.7iles, 
Hods and !3ecl:s and \'V!'ea thed Smile s, 
Such as hang on Hebe's cheek, 
And love to li'18 in dimple slee}c; 
Sport that '."lrinl,:led Care derides, 
Ancl LauGhter hol(li.nc; both her sides. 
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L'Allegro 25 sqq. 
434. The c~rn.bQl was a very Clll.cient instrui!lent, undoubtedly 
435. 
448. 
of eastern oriGin. ,Arnone the Greel~s and Romans they were es-
pecially used in orc;iastic rites of or5ental Gods and gOddes-
sese It will be :';loticed tbat Prudentius seer1S to have in 
mind the destruction of tb.ese sensual ceremo::1.ies s-ymbolized 
in the loss of the cJYnbals. 
'1'he sistr1.U11 was a kind. of rattle used. in the mystical 
'worship of Isis ano. borrowed at the time the 'wrship was 
borrowed from the j;c;yptians. It consisted of D. tbin oval 
band of netal, bronzo, silver, or gold, fastened to a handle 
and crossed by a llmnber of little metal rods bent on one end 
and loosely inserted in tho band. It was held in the hand 
and shaken. 
The ordinary way of arranGinG the hair b:r maidens WaS 
to bind it bac!{ in a plain !.mot by fillets (vi ttae), a:';ld hold 
the !mot in place by hair-pins (~ crJ,'lalis) made of box-
wood, ivory and tortoiseshell. Sometjmes L~ band (diadem) of 
Gold set wi th precious stones fastene' ·.;8.C1: the hair. 
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The redimicul1JXl 'was a long fillet or lappet attached-'to the 
l'1itre for 'ehe purpose of fastening that head-clress under the chin 
but the whole of ';Jhich v.;hen loosened vlould fall over' the 8houl-
deI's. 
Fibulae (brooches) were not only a necescity in the ancient 
dress, but trcey were highly ornal'lental and sklllfully worked, 
frequently in precious metals. JuG.Ging from the aL10unt lying a-
bout one can conclude that ;.3enfl118.lit:sr's forces not only Used the 
brooch to fasten tl'eir palli U11lS at the risht shoulder but also 
took up the custom prevalent among the fasr..ionable of wearing 
brooches r:,.own each ar:n of their tunics and at their 'breasts. 
The flal11meolum 'WaS 8. bridal veil of bright yellow, the col-
or of flame. i;'fhy Prudentius should mention it as lOst by 8ensu-
ali ty' s band is not clear" since lllarriage, even among the pagans, 
was a highly respected institution. 
Juvenal, too, refers to this veil in Satire X, 334. Claud-
ius' \'!ife I,Iessalina wedded the consul-elect C. 8ilius. Juvenal 
inquires for the advice to be Given the unfortunate paramour: 
nAnd -::i,OW tell me what counsel you think should be given to him 
whom Caesar's vlife is minded to wed. Best and fairest of a patr:t 
cian house, the unhappy youth is clrtl..Gced to destruction by ~.les-
salina's eyes. 311,13 b.as lonG beon :Jeated; her bridal veil is 
ready; the Tyrian nuptial couch is 89read. openly in the gardens 
••• if you say nay you will hav.e to perisb before the 
54. 
55. 
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.' lightins of the laI'1ps; if you perpetrate the crime, you 'I.'Till 
have a brief respi te lEltil the affalr l:novm already to the 
ci t7l and the people, s::'1nll cor:'1e to the Prince I sears; he will 
be tho las t to Imow of the dishonor of his hou.3e. II 
Juvenal evidently intends the IJpidal veil as a satiric 
effect. Pruc1entius perhaps ,:rished to 8~7Ynbollze in the loss 
of' this veil a cl.isresard or flippancy in Sensuality's train 
for the sacred institution of marriage. In either case th~ 
use of the diminuative appears to have been consciously meant 
to sUGgest a carelessness on the part of the owner's in up-
holding wedlock. 
Strofium (breast-band). GI'eele Y10nen wore in place of a 
corset a lar8e variety of bands and straps which were b01md 
around their breasts either over or under the undergarment. 
-~onile (necklace). The beauty and splendor as well as 
the value of necklaces '.vere greatly enhanced by the addition 
of pearls and precious stones. 
This seems to be the only strictly natur:o..l entrance of 
a Vice on the field. In the train of Sensuality many rich 
articles have been lost; Avarice, seeinG an opportill1ity for 
gain, follows these lavish revellers. 
Edax. Luxury consumes all her patriJ,'ony by the great 
expenses she incurs. 
'. 
458. 
469. 
470. 
475. 
482. 
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Avarice f S spacious blouse takas the place of p~lrets. 
Prudentius sometime s is .neelieent in hi s use of figures 
of speech. LiD: does not vaJ<:e a creature (creata). The poet 
probably vlishes to say that Avarice bore these Vices and 
nursed them fror:l her mm. blac1..: breast. 
Cerau..nius. Little is ;cnO\'m of this precious stone. It 
was perJ"I.Ctps a Idnd of onyx of a reddish hue. 
Bulla, so called because they resembled bubbles on wa-
ter, were often used to adorn the swor~ belt. 
Avarice causes some of her victims to go on blindly, 
seeing nothing in this life, enjoyinG nothinG but a darkened 
searcb. for wealth. Such 1:1en do not even s(;e the dancers tha 
inevitably befall them. 
486. Avarice holds out some ·wonderful coal to others. So 
insatiable becom.es their desire for noney that all their 
hopes and plann Ere frustrated.. They rlie bro}:enhearted, 
yrounded b-:r the very Avarice they took as their G>L1.ide to hap-
piness. 
492. Speculator. 3ergman reads peculator. The argument 
v{hich LavarelUle offers for the present reading seems suffi-
Ciently convincinc;. It is threefold: 1. 3peculatol" is metri 
cally correct; pecfilator incorrect since the u is long. Thi 
494-98. 
is not a decisive arGument in itself, for Prudenti\i.s fre-
quently enough sinsacainst quantity, eVf1i1 in vlords wh..1.ch 
Vi:::>c:il uces eorrectly. 2. Peculator appears 'no'phere else 
in Prudentius; '::hile many words of which speculator is a 
THornber nre frequent. A poet, however, Jl1.ay 1.1.se one l~are 
1;V01'd, so this ar[:;umen t in itself is not al toc;ethe1' conclu-
sive. 3. The best c.r::;u::nent is the sens" of the passage. 
Prudentius hU3 been contentinG himself with generalities: 
Plorally blind, those tal~en in by beautiful ohjects, gold 
in particular. Such classes may include thieves, merchant 
usurers, etc. There would be :no reason to Eention embez-
zlers specifically; whereas speculat~ tal~en in the corrnnon 
acceptation of' the word, ftan investigator," with the assoc 
iation of jealousy would add another class to the enumera-
tion. 
Ber2,"Inan's greatest argument is the fact that specu-
lator appears in t2l.e most ancient and best nanuscripts of' 
Prudentius. Lavarenne, however, points out that even this 
manuscript which Ber[,"man prinCipally follows is not vii thou 
some errors and may be contradicted in this verse since al 
most all the other manuscripts contain speculator either 
in the first hand or as a correction. Sec Prudence PsY~'10 
machie, by Lavarenne, pages 29, 30, and 245. 
Perhaps no more violent Vice exists in the vlorld, 
for it is "enerally Avarice who brings so much nisery to 
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mankind: wars, sins, and final danmation to the lult-::r.e.nc:l 
even the clergy. 
9(j. Gohenna is a l'~e!jl~ew na1'e for the Valloy of Hinnom vrhieh 
is s01Jth of Jer'usalem. In ea1"lio1" cla:/s ti,is valle:T was no-
torions as the scene of t 1-'G l~lor}:ible vrors1::'ip of : .. oloch. For 
this reason it 'V/E .. S 1,e1(1 in S.bOT:i'12.tion 1:,:,~ the Je':vs and the 
name was used to ~e8i[nrte the place of the damne~. 
500. 
most effectively aGainst the pagans. 1=e1'" strenGth in arms 
COY;len fl'OT;1 t1'e fact tbo.t she 80 lntir,lo.tely see::: the no.turo 
of sO:D~'1iGtr~r and illusions. ':rhy sl"e 80 closely allios her-
self' to the tribe of Levi, t}'o order of priests, in tl:!.is poeLI 
i8 not clearly soon nnlG3s it be tho.t most of tbe f)'l}rden of 
propo.ga tine; the :;:;'o..i th, cO:.1hc. tin:::; }"lere sy, and dofi.nine doc-
trine fell to the hishops and priests aided by ReaGan and, 
of course, ?.evelation. 
504. 'l:he prioDts o.::e J.eason' ,S c11iJ.r1ron, fClr it is spo and 
not omotion nor fee line of any kind t~at hears the clersy in 
t1>oi1" choson state of liro. 
507. Prudontius showD a ma~~ed ros)oct fer the priesthood 
in tl1is passage. He nukos sure tb.u t his avaricious priests 
arc few (paucos) and eln t tllo:r nin only vC;1iall:;r (~ .. ,2:E:. cute 
S Ul7I111 0 ) • 
thnt t!~e 'lice! S j)'J','!or is ''!holly inoffoctrc.l. pre can o.lr:l'Jst 
disponcd to nCCGDt her 10r:"ic: thpllia t dOG sit iJ:~o.:;:'i t a Lrln if 
... '-' -
30ul?t1 
.520. is 
terl!1cd o.vc.riclolls beC2.l1.se it "'lO-nts as l:O.IlJT 80u13 0.8 p088io1e. 
for 0.11 those in her pos;Jession. rl;-:is is not o.ltoc":other' true 
t~ora for 8i~s of creed. 
,522. Avarice LlUnt ukoep up 'flith the tines." She lilUSt Imow 
the fashions, t~D trends of thorcht, the intentions of nen 
a::J,o natio~s 80 that, tal::1n;; adVD.11to.~:e of ever'Y ':!hin o.n1 1'011:;1' 
530. 
wl:o was callen JI'rC',:J I:Jco.riot to V'e cl:ief priests and sai t"! 
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to them: what will you Give me and I v/il1 deliver him4 \mto 
YOU?" lilatt. xxviI 14-15. 
532. ItOne of the twelve who dippeth \':ith me :b..is hand in the 
dish. tt ,i.;Iark xi v I 20. 
535. "And he indeed hath possessed a field of the l"'evmrd of 
iniqultYI unO. being hanGed bv.rst asuncler in the :nio.st: D.:>:1d 
all his bowels gushed out.1! Acts i l 18. 
536. When Jericho was taken l everything in it was to be fmc-
510. 
rificcd to God. Ac b.an I however I coveted a scarlet garment l 
two hund.red sicles of silver, and a C;olden rule of fifty 
sicles. For his aVarice [<110. consequent disobedience God 
caused the Isra1ites to be beaten back from the walls of Hai. 
When Josue learned the reason for tIlls defeat and God's dis-
pleasure, he ordered Achan stoned and all his possessions 
1YLU"'neo.. Josue vii. 
Anathema. In Cbristian Latin v"vTiters we find many 
Greek \'!ords. This usage is chiefly due to two influences: 
the introduction of Greek words into the Latin version of the 
Scriptures ann tb.e Hellenic Lovenent in Ii teratu.re 'wbich had 
left a strong il:1press on Silver Latin. In the Psychomachia 
alone Pruc1.entius 1".:.a8 used no fewer' than twenty-four Greek 
-aords r.lany of \'!hicb have come down to us and have been inc or 
porated into the :J;nglish lanGuage, e. G. baptlsma (103), par-
43. 
47. 
48. 
57. 
59. 
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o.o1sus (224), plasma (224), cbrisma (361), sca.ndalum (#52), 
patriarcha (544), dO~.r:lD. (625), her'esis (710), psalmus (664), 
blasfemium (715), martyr (775), holocaustun (784), and other. 
Achal1. "TaS a meY:lber of tbe tribe of Judah. This tribe 
was revered among the .Tews as that from which Christ would be 
born. The reference seems to be 1'leroly for tho so.l;e of re-
mindinG us that Christ carne from the sru~le tribe as Achan, for 
membership in all. illustrious tribe was hardly sufficient to 
protect an offender from pvnisbment in the Old Law. 
Prudentius f transitions are some tiYnes abrupt to a faul 
Here he Coes from the story of Achan to a resolution to sur-
prise the priests so suddenly that the reader is shocked. 
ttUut thou shalt appoint Aaron and his sons over the 
service of the priesthood. 1t Hunbers iii, 10. 
-Bellona. Like anothe11 ;jellona, Avarice stirs nen to 
war so they nay increase their posses8ions. 
Tenero teQlline. Avarice covers her snake-lil':"o hair, 
which is characteristic of the 1;1"1.11"'ie3 in pagan authors, ,'lith 
a liGht veil, probably that of the CbT'istian vromen of the 
time, so that she may not seem to bo 0.. paean but a follower 
of Christ. 
Avarice has donned this (11s[;u1so so she may ter.lpt the 
566. 
567. 
573. 
575. 
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priests" but surely Prudentius in tl1.ese lines does not wish 
to intir,'late that the priests will be dis)'.onest in acquiring 
possessions for their charees. Rather" it seerlS that Avarice 
has lost si;ht of her pl.1.rpose F.nd nOVI tries to defeat all 
Christians" not particularly the prieDts" under the Guise of 
T1>..rift. 
This is a typical example of Prudentj.us I loosene8s of 
narration. T1>..r·OUfIhout this .... lhole poem there a.re frequent 
lapses of this kind w'hich can be acco1L'l1ted for in bU.t one 
honest VTa~r: th.e poet '."las careless • 
• :-;>......~ 
.wJ:J.nys. The Eri11ye3 it was 
who plmished crh1inals both in tbis life and in the next. 
There is somethinG of an allusion to punisbment in tIns life 
in tb.ese lines" for one 'vho is bound to Avarice is not free 
and cannot be happy in thi slife. 
Consensu. It was a COlmnon pagan conception that man is 
a victim of the J;at8s. The Cbristian poet sees that I!lan vdll 
inCly and freely loses his liberty. 
Operatio. In Christian authors this YTord comes to have 
the meaning of "Charity." 
Postrema gradu. Chari tyl s men were in the third. line 
of the leGion r1hich VlaS probably tho reserve. Being the olde 
men they V!f'Cre tbe guardic.ns of the camp; but since age meant 
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experience, these veterans forrilerl tho 1:103 t efficient.'and 
tried portion of the arny. 
79. Talontum. A. Greek coin. It. nrobabl v l:1eo.ns umOne"lTtt ~ v ,) 
in the text. 
83. There is an echo of Jesus I words in thin passage: 
86-88. 
96. 
00. 
08. 
II Go, SO 11 'what thou bas t, and. Ci ve to the poor, and you 
'Hill have treasure in heaven. II 
Li ttle l"er:"8.ins for Avarice to grasp so she can pull 
down the CrlI'istio.n iF/ho has stripped himself of every bit a· 
wealth in th.is world. Eany pl"acticc.l exa:nploc of such men 
and women could be seen in Pr1.1.o.entius f time; persons, often 
enough v)'ho had erea t riches, sold everything, Gave it to 
the poor, and went to live in a little cell in the desert. 
Lavarenne calls attention to tho fact that Charity 
cou.ld not bear down 17i tb her Imees and foet at the sane 
time. His suggestion is that first sho lmelt on Avarice 
until she had choked her; then she stood up for the s\'l01"'d 
thrust and put 1~0r heel OD the Vice's throat. 
tt:Jut lay up to YO'l.U'selves treasures in heaven; where 
neither the rust nOl'" the moth doth consume, and ,..,here 
theives do not break through, nor steal. lI Latt. vi, 20. 
l"or one vrho is interested more in the things of hea-
09-12. 
13-14. 
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ven than in the tl1in.::;s of this ywrld (sanctus) theJ:lle is a 
peace and quiet of soul that only freedom of anxiety for 
the pleasures of this world can brine_ 
A person 'INho is satisfied with a nodicUYil of wealth, 
enough on vlhich to subsist with diCSni ty, is alvra;;rs conten-
ted and happy. 
nDo not possess Gold nor silver nor money in -:;,our 
purse nor script for your journey nor two coats nor shoes 
nor a staff, fol" the worlaJan is '\lOrthy of his meat.1f l,~att. 
x, 9. 
15. IIBe not therefore solicitous for the morrow; for th 
17. 
morrov; will 'be solicitous for itself.1I Latt. vi, 34. 
"Behold the birds of the air, for they neither 80'1iY 
nor do they reap nol" do they gather into barns: and ~TOllr 
heavenly Father feedeth them. tt Eatt. vi, 26. 
20. "Are not tl'fO sparro'ws sold for a farthing? and not 
28. 
one of them shall fallon the ground vJ'i thout your Father. If 
Katt. x, 29. 
It is si.:3nificant that Cluri ty should repeat so Y;11,',ch 
of the Sermon on the 1.Iount" for the vlOr'ds of Jesus that do." 
broucht out God's relation to us and ours to Him and to ou:r 
fello'VrnlOn, which is the essence of all Cl:'_ari ty. 
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Such passazes of Prudentius are an excellent in1iicatio 
of his powers of synthesizing doctrine in a fe,\,y verses. One 
almost believes that it is in fact these references to 
Script'Llre that save the loftiness of this poem. 
33. Zona. An apron-like piece of armor rrlJich hu.."1g from th 
center of the belt beneath the cuirass. It 'was composed of 
strips of leath_er studded 'with flat plates of li1otal. The 
''lord is seldom used at Rome, cingulum being the Rom.an v!ord 
for this piece of armor. In his allegory Pl'udentius TI:akes 
no distinction between Greece and Rome. He uses their terms 
indiscriminately. His allegory deals vvi th Paganism and 
Clu'istiani ty. 
34. The maidens had tucked up their dresses to have their 
legs free in battle. 
40. Again we see the over-use of pagan literary equipment; 
indeed, to refer to God as Tonans seems too daring in a poet 
of the fourth century. z-Iad. Prud.entius limited such pagan 0.1 
lusions to the Vices, his allegory would l'..ave been more uni-
fied and effectual. 
42. uTo him that shall overcome, I ':Iill [~ive to sit vvith me 
in :t1y throne: as I also have o,\rel'come, and a.m set dovrn vrith 
my Father in his throne." Apoc. iii, 21. 
45. The Eagle WaS placed on the top of a long pole and was 
650. 
656. 
658. 
G61. 
674. 
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a siGn of union in the i"lhole le:::.;ion. ',;1~ere the Jic.gl~ 'was" 
there rms the commetnder. In the present instc.r.l.ce there was 
:<10re than one stancbrd" indicating that the poet considered 
the arr1Y to be nade up of more than one leGion. Perhaps he 
vrished each Virtl.'1.e to cOElY,mnd an entire legion. The numbers 
in the fi e lc1 '1Iould. be tremendous; ye t Prudenti us ''!ould be 
justified since it appears from other passaCes that all man-
kind is engaged in the struggle under the leadership of tho 
Virtuoso 
The allusion is to the beautiful Canticle of i.ioses in 
:~xodus xv. The story of the :-{ocl Sea is in :Sxodus xiv. 
There is a surprisinG naivete in this idea of Giving 
fish their 8v[irrr:ling place once nore 0 
IlSO Lary the propl:etess, tl-'.e Distel' of .Aaron" tool::: a 
timbrel in her liand: and 0..11 the '.'!Omen Vlent forth after her 
with ti:mbrcls and dances: rm.d she bec:an 'che [JonG to therd 
sayinG: Let us SinG to the Lord" for he is gloriously rn8.C-
nified, the horses and the rider he lKl.th thrm'm into the 
sea. tI :3xodus ;~v" 20-23. 
Subsistente procella. This probably refer8 to the 
burninG wind that blew all niGht and dried up tho sea. See 
l~.xoc1us xi v" 21. 
BerGY.lun reads sub teGmine. This is evidently a mis-
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, L. • 
SUI) vcyrune. 
680. Con,cord nas vIoarinG a crmt of chain.-mail that reached 
to her waist. To this was added a zona. Betvleen the two 
piece s of ur:mor, at a point ~:lhere the juncture was imperfect 
the daGGor of Di scord f01md entrance ili,tO Concord I s left 
side. 
683. Discord had been in Avarice's maniple. Sbe, too, 
knevl the art of dissimulation. In all the Vices \ye b,ave 
met we see some clmracteristic failing of the Pagan world: 
Vlorship of the Aneient Goels is di3[;usting; Pride bas the 
haUGhty 1'1ili tary bearine; notable in ROr.1C . .I tS; Avarice li1ani-
fests the c;rocd of the i;;rrpire; [mel so for the others. Dis-
cord, however, is different. Sbe is an enemy n1'1om ne must 
Heet in ti:n:es of peace. The Virtues no loncer are strug-
01in[; with tb,e sins of J.;~ome. They nust eject one Yfho bas 
joined them as an ally. 
685. Tho insi0nia of ller office fJJ ,,'bich she tr·D.Gically 
bea ts men into 3. nad frenzy a[;a~Lnst each ot1'!er S}:le 112.3 been 
farced to leave on the field; and 8:1e binds her 1-2,0.11" ','ri th 
a s:9ray of olive leaves, a s:rnbol of peace. 
692. Jus t as tho priestll,ooc1 \'ms not seriou31~r injurer], by 
Avarice, so Concord in the Chu:r'ch is onl:r slightly disturbe 
by Discord. 
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710. Svory 1.-'orosy has a differon.t Vie"l"l of ':;00. ;'!he~e there 
i [] 2.1.0 truth t:Lere is no 1)31i ty, for trutL alone :ts one. 
711. ITlmc minor aut llnior. Probe..bly tb.is is a reference to 
Arianism which he lc1 dO.3ree s in the rrrini t:,'. Cr.lX'i s t was Ie s s 
than the :l?ather, awl the L·oly n-host VlaS less than the Son. 
I,iodo duplex et ~ sir,lple:x:. Whetl"er or not Pruden-
tius h.f~d any particular heresy in ninc1 'when he :Jpol:e of thes 
various beliefs is doubtful, for many COrnI:1entutors diffel' in 
their interpretations. Lavarenne (Psychomachie page 255) 
sees a reference to Larcion, (1 Gnostic y[ho tau.c:;ht thore were 
tvlO distinct Gods, tl~~e God of the Jerrs ane} the God of tho 
Christians. It r!O..3 c.. narl, of called UIJon to 
believe in t.l-~e Goel O:L tb.e CL.l'istians. IJ:lbe sane comnentator 
sees in. t,1)0 rIOI'd simplex an allusion to '!:;he :::ni tarians (dis-
ciples of :3abellius) who vieVled God as one Person under 
tJ1X'ee narnes. Cho.r:1illar(l (Pruc1entius, vol. II, page 665) re-
fers simplex to those Grecian heretics rrho excll.-~ded tl:J.e lloly 
Ghost from tb.o Tl'ini ty; O..l1.d duplex he consirJ.ers to f''.ean the 
;3a be llians. ··',er (}i1an (1897) says:. 1.~0c10 duplex, if the Pa tbs 
and CrJrist are two gods; modo Simplex" if tb.e F'ather alone 
is God, and CJ:Jrist is not eli vine. 
'.tlmtever tb.e true explanat:ton Wly be, and any of tbe 
above is likely to be true, tl"J.e fact remains that to the 
reader of :;he fov.rth centv.ry all the se he):'e sies would be 
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sUGCe s te eJ. by tll.C one line. 
.' 
712. According to tbe Docetists t;be body of Christ e::dsts 
in appearance only; the slJ.fferinQ;lJ of Calvary are only Y:1U~W-
beliove, and the 'I.'Tholo drar:1a of tlw Cross is a sort of ro-
manco. 
713. lunata anima. Lavarenn.e detects a probable r(3ference 
to the Priscillians and other sects influenced by the vaGue 
pantheisn proposed in Plato's r_~imaeus \'Therein the Greek 
philosopher calls the v!orld a God ancl c)_vos it a soul. 
714. Beliah. A Hebrew vlord Y1eaninc; IfYrithout a YOl:e. It Un-
718. 
725. 
restraint is the teacher of Heresy. Chamillard 1,70uld infer 
fran this idea that ,Satan is Eeres:r's instructor, for it was 
Irucifer who first tbrew off the yoJre of subservience. 
:?ai th, onco the ':[orship of the Ancient Gods is (li3-
posed of, l~incls it necessary to protect the [r0at band of 
Virtue~:~ over y!hom she rulos as queon by destroyins internal 
dissension. 
-,ihen Leresy is thorouGbly criticised, as Horace YfOuld 
have one ta:~e a poet apart, she dies. :8ach Virtue finds h01' 
wantinG in pe:C'fection. 3he is torn limb fron limb because, 
Dr TOl"'-l '\ lzo r- "n ~T"" • II I~le~'e SY, ll" 'l·~e· t'11'" C'<.~ l"ll of t-,}.'1e lJ .. eac~ o· a S I • U .L.:.J.. J.~ (,)..,) f,...1.  iJ  . __ ..t. _ V J _ _ .l 
tlle human fD.l:lilJ', burs ts asunder tho bonds of uni t:r, mars 
the harmony of :'1an's intellectual facllltieo, and splits the 
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Great corn:m_n5'c-y of Christians which constitutes tile ~ 
true Churcb into numerous sects, each of which represents 
after its own fashion and accordinG to its Gwn idea of 
Cbristianity, sone one of the spiritual po..,feI'S of the 
soul." ~d:anual of 'Uj1iversul Church Eistor::r, Vol. I, p.358 
726-28. There is a confusion in the text, vihich, added to a. 
727-29. 
certaill. obscurity on tho part of Prude::ltius, na>:es Jellis 
Po.s saGe 1"3. ther vag·Lle. S7he older com:uenta tors 110. ve nothi.n 
to rerlar}c on this PaSsaGe, bllt :;:3ergr.1a21 attompts o.n inter-
pretation (12-137 edition of the PS:rCf1oY:1D.cbia). Lavarenne 
searlS to feol that Dera.w.n's interpretation is not ado--
quate, and by a(Jr:~ittin;:.: a pleonasm (seclJ.n.ois bonis, f[~v-
oro.blo adv8.nt:J.cos), a fault not UnCOlill110n in Prudenti us, 
he solves YJuch of the difficulty. The meaning of verso 
7 °6 .t:> " 1" 1 II~·· • t . ., t ] ,,-, .... or ;Un1 )ecomes, _"aln env..ll. conc, 10. situation de 
l'an1e est bonne a taus point de vue." (Psychomachie, :flo25) 
The ver3es t1:2\.t appear in sono r:1antlSc:r~ipts and 
nl-:l.lch Aldus accepts from his 3ri ttania are: 
In COlilYrlllne iJonis, postquam intra tuta 1:1orari 
Contic.:;it, ac statione 1'rui, valloque foveri 
Pacificos seDsus, et in otio S olvero clxras; 
Both readings n~ention the safoGuarding of the 30n-
sese These senses in the o.llecor;/ are s:Y1ubolized by the 
soldiers, for it is t!le sense s tli.& t cause the Virtues to 
3trugGlo to protect th.o 80ul. 'rhe senses are not evil, 
735. 
741. 
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nor are the:: 31)ff'iciontly strons in tb.er.lselves. T}~~ need 
the help of Virtues. l~ovl that the vmr is over and the Vir-
tue shave ':1011, thGre :t s 110 clancer. Therefore,· the senses 
r:1.ay enjoy thoilsGlves. 
jai tn C'cnc'1 Concord are sistGrs because lilai th is undi-
v:tdGd in itself, o.nd 1~herefore Diseord bas no place where 
there is true 7aith. 
Lentis. ~ .. Gns seem3 to 1)0 taken. fo::.~ the :soul. Of 
courso, it ha3 no parts, out tl,c poet searlS to consider the 
soul in its activity 17hich is localized in various parts of 
tb.e bocly. 
Corpus. S:ho body is the camp in the alleGory. Some -
times the Sol(~:tel"'s are the hiGh~r emotions, someth:es they 
are Christians. Tbere is a general mixing of t 110 tYro 
strands of the c.llegory. ".'le can hardly expect overy inci-
dent clearly to Qrlvc,nce both. 
Ullo 3inu. Lavarenne sG83 here a beJj_ef on Prudentiu3 
part tJlat the 30rl is in 8.11 pal~ts of the body. 
748. F'aith, ropI'csented on earth by the Church, has the 
ric:ht to naJ.r.:o 18.178 to safe-G1..w.rcl the l;loruli ty of 1:1en, sol-
diers of the Virtues • 
753. .A.l:lOnc; the Jevls JorusaleEl was the Holy C1 ty because it 
1'71 
was the place of the te::nple in vrhich the 11.1'1: of the i'ovenant 
reposed. The tJ''\).e Covenant, the Holy G}~ost" d1;vells wi thin 
the soul of every true Christian in th.e s ta te of sanctifying 
Crace. Therefore" for the :Doet the sovl becones the Eo1y 
City. 
Pruden.tius also wants to s7/"lIlbolj.ze tiole Church which 
has been stormed by puc~~nisr.l, for asSt. Paul Stl.yo:. !I::-5'u,t 
you [ire cone to 1'10unt .'3ion" and to tho cit-:r of ~~he li'\ring 
God, the heavenly Jerusalem" and to the company of Dany thou 
sands of an3e18." Hebrews xii" 22. 
'756. tfEvery lcincdom divided against it301f shall be l'1ade 
'759. 
desolate: and every city or hDuse divided ~~ainst itself 
shall not sta.nd. 1t Latt. xii" 25. 
Secto. exotica. Unchristian-like men, who conceal 
their hate ul1der a false exte:eior ra thor thun put it off en-
tire1y, have within tbeir souls that \vluch lilaitil Y{Quld erad-
iCate. ~ If, however, we consider the other allegory, Cr.ris-
tiani ty vel"3US PaGan,is:r:1, it is easily :Jeen that Prudentius 
had in nlind those sects which arise in the Church from mis-
understandings on the P2.1't of influential men. These sects 
thrive on hate. 
Lavarenne senses in the iyord exotica all the diffi-
dence to novelty that has pussed dOl'Tn in tb,e Church from the 
769. 
772. 
775. 
172 
.' Roman character. 
St. Augustine in his City of God, xix,-lO-14, has a 
pane 0'Jrric on peace very oinilar to th.is one of Prudenti us. 
I-lowovor, if tho present dates of composition of tho City 
of God and tho P8ychor:1achi~ are accepted" St. Augustine 
cannot h.:".ve influenced Prudentius in this instance. There 
is no reason to believe that PrudenthJ.3 inspired 1~u0ustine 
for no'::11ere in }'is works does the saint lnention Prudentius 
The peace so hi~';hly Pl"aised here is the peace that 
comes of the Beatific Vis:ion. 
n Ii' thorefore thou offer th:T gift at tho altar, an d 
there tbou remember that thy brother hath anything against 
thee; lea vo there thy offering before the al tal", and Co 
first to be reconciled i;li th tby brot~,er, and then co:r:lin:; 
tbou 3hal t offer thy f;ift." La tt. v, 23-24. 
ThrouChout this passage we are reuinded of ,3t. 
Paulls ',70rc1s on cJ:o...al"it~T. tllf I shO't).ld deliver my body to 
be blU'nod and have not chari ty, it profi to th 1'1e nothing. It 
I Cor. ::i ii, 3 • 
79-781. HChari t~T is 2.x!. t1ent" i8 kind: c1:,&ri tJ. ... envieth not, 
doaleth not perversely; is not puffed up; is not ambitious 
3e01:oth not her own, is not provokod to o.ngor, tbin1J.::oth no 
782. 
787. 
788. 
791. 
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truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, ho~th all 
I Gor. xiii, 4-7. 
IILet not the SD.ll (J'o 
'--
Eph. iv, 26 
UAnd walk in love, us Christ also bath loved us, and 
l'la th delivered hiJ:1self for us, an oblation and a sacrifice 
to God for an odor of evreetness." Jpb. v, 2. 
!t3ehold I send ~TOU as sheep in the midst of wolves. 
Be ye therefore wise as serpents and simple as doves." Matt. 
Columba u:v:l coluber seens to ~Je a play on v!orc1s to 
shoVl hOY1 difficult it is to distinguish the feathered snal:e 
froEl a simple dove. 
IIBeV/are of false pl'opbets who come to you in the clot1:1 
ing of sheep but inwardly they aro raveninc; vrolves. It I;ia tt. 
vii, 15. 
794. Photinus, 0. deacon of iillcyra and later Bishop of Sir-
miUYr!, insisted that the Sonship of Jesus was no more than an 
indwelling in the man Jesus of the ':{ord, vlhicb. he identified 
\"lith the l;i'ather. '.rhe Son of God, then, began to exist only 
wi th Ilis birth fron I.,ary. 
Photinus vms condemnerl at Lilan in the year 347 or 349 
and in consequence of his conle:nmation by the first synod of 
'796. 
802. 
803. 
805. 
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Sirmium (AD 351), he ViaS deposed. 
Arius" a priest of Alexander, denied the divinity of 
Cr..rist. He wus condemned at the Council of 111caea. His doc-
trine is briefly stated in note seventy-five. 
Concord refer·s to the sliZ.;ht ':!01mrl which Discord had 
dealt her before the 2:atos of the stronchold. Sucb Yrounds 
can be expected, both in the soul and in the Church" if one 
allows false prophets to minGle r!ith tbe fai thfD_l, or if one 
is ~eceived by temptations which he allows to associate with 
the Virtues of his 30ul. 
As long as Faith is not destroyed" Discord cannot de-
tract from Concord's happiness. The heresies of the first 
centuries rJad one salutary effect: they caused the Church 
to state her doctrines explicitly, thus insuring the creater 
unity of her newbers. 
Unity is the central doctrine of the Church. This Dn-
tty of faith is her only assurance of life" stability, and 
permanence. Consequently, Faith may 'well say, uConcord is 
my only salvation." 
David was too occupied ui th 1'l3.1'3 to build a temple to 
the Lord, but his son Solomon, havins leisure, determined to 
carry out his father's '(Tish. Ee sa-id to }Urrun, kinG of Tyro 
II 
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not build a house to tl:!.e name of the Lord his God, because 
of the wars that wero round about him, until the Lord put 
them under the 301es of his feet. But nOVI the Lord my God 
hath civen Y:le rest r01.md about; and there is no adversary or 
evil occurl"ence. It III Kinc;s v, 3-4. 
810. nAnd there YlaS nothing in the temple that '.'laS not cov-
ereel with cold: the whole altar of the oracle he also cov-
ered with gold." III Kings vi, 220 
812. Circtunvugus. The ArIe, Ul1til the comple tion of the 
temple of Jerusalem had no perElanent resting place. It had 
been made in the desert to contain the Commandments of Sinai 
Sometir1es it tras kept in private homes (:;:1 Kings vi, 3, II), 
sometimes in a tont or tabernacle (II Kings vii, 6), once it 
was captured b~T the Philistines (I 1::in0s iv, 11) and '.vrouGht 
Grievous affliction in all the cities of their land to which 
it was carl'"'ie d (I Lingo v-vi ~ • From the time of Eose s to 
the time of i3010mon, tll.e Ark traveled about wherever the He-
brews went, until tI the pries ts brouGht in the arl: of the 
coven3.n t of the Lord into its place, into the oracle of the 
temple" into the holy of holies under the vrings of the cher-
ubim." III Kines viii, 6. 
813. The description of Solomon I stemple :i.n the Bible haS 
no mention of mcrble. Perhaps Prudentius is guilty of vifl-
ualizing a Crcristian Basilica in place of the Hebrew Temple. 
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>14-22. .' This is perhaps the finest peroration in the poem. 
Pai tl} exhorts the Virtues to build a suitable temple in 
the soul for the reception of Jesus Christ ':!ho as God 
comes do\Tn to dv/el1 in the heal"ts of Clu"istians (I Cor. 
. . . 16' 111, I. Prudentius is expounding a peculiar1~T Catholic 
doctrine, the doctrine of a relic~ion that is not satisfie 
rri th only combating sin but NUS t also raise a beautiful 
ec1ifice of GanctifyinC ,3race. In effect r1e says: lilt is 
not sufficient to 1'1erely drive out sin and evil inc1ina-
tiona from our soulG; we must also Grovl beautiful 'c'!it12 
sanctifyinG CI'ace. 'O!e must become ':rorthJT abodes of the 
divine majesty." 
21. The toga, once the n:ark of c:1,tizenship in. Rome, be-
caEle the symbol of peace in the later Empire. 1,:0l'"leover, 
'when a citizen vms Goins to rlID fol" office in the GoveI'n-
ment, he sent his toea, alvrays white, to the fuller 'Nho 
made it glec'J-:J.ing whlte (candida) with a preparation of 
chalk. Prudentius here seems to allude to this practice, 
sUGGestins that Peace is a candidate for ruler of the now 
Temple of the Soul. 
826. The Temple of the Soul is built l)y Prudentius on 
tho plan of tbe IJew Jerusalem in the Apocalypse. tt.l.\.nd he 
that spoke 'yi th me had a measure of a reed of cold, to 
measure the city and tIle cates thereof and. the wall. ft 
827. 
830. 
838. 
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"And the city lieth in a four-square, O.lld the length 
thereof is as crea t as the bl"'eadth. tl Apoc. xxi, lG. 
UOn tb.e east tbree Gates: and on tl:.e north, three 
cates: nnd on the 30v.th tbree sates: G.nd on the YlOst three 
r"ate" It t.) . I::) • Apoc. xxi, 13. 
"~\.nd ttle wall of th.e cit:,/ had trrelve fODndations, and. 
in tlJem, th.e twelve na111.e3 of the twolve li-postles of the 
Lamb. 1t Apoc. xxi, 13. 
845-50. Each side of this building has three entrances tiI..lUll[~h 
which men nay enter into the in~ler sanctuar;l of their souls 
with the Foly Ghost and 'bring forth the best that is in 
thorn. Eacb side of trIO buildinG is under tJo.e particular 
patronage of tbree Apostles, and each side forl;lS an entrance 
for man in t".n-:l of the fOlU~ stages of hi8 lifo. 30Ys, just 
bezinninG to feel the warmth of life and passions, ev.ter by 
the eastern doors, the sign of the risinG warmth of the sun 
Youth, in the full heat of life and passion, enters by the 
southern door that typifies the full heat of day. 1.:en in 
their true estate e.nter by the west to sic;nify that life 
has brOUGht all it will and now be[;in8 to set lil:e the sun. 
BeinG finite, life has reached perfection and must needs 
pass on to oblivion. The blea1:, cold north s'J'mbolizes old 
854. 
856. 
857. 
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age. 
.' 
The object of tl'"e 'whole picture seGrrlS to be to demon-
strate that for :man in every period of life there i(3 a place 
;-!i thin his sanctified soul 1,'rhere he may l']eet his God. 
Itl"nd the .founda tio118 of the \"lall of the ci ty were a-
dOI'ned ''Ii th all 1'10.nner of precious etones. 'rhe fir3t fOU~lCla­
tion ",as jaspe~('; t;11e second sapphire; tb.e tbird D. chalcedony; 
the fou.l"th an emerald; the fifth 8ardonJr:;~; the sixth sardius; 
the seventh chrysolite; the eiGhth beryl; the ninth a topaz; 
the tenth a c~rysopras1J.s; the eleventh a jacinth; the twelfth 
an amethyst. It l~poc. xxi, 19-20. 
CJ.o.rysoli tus. To the n:.odern mineraloGis t this is topaz, 
a transparent yellowish mineral TIith a vitreous lustre, val-
ued as a precious stone. 
Over the 'blue of the sappllire and the creen of the 
beryl, the <-'olden re.ys of the chrysoli te are cast to blend 
tb.e three colors into Olle beautiful effect. 
Calcedon. The name of t}'.e tovm in Asia l,anor opposite 
Byzantium is here used for the 1:1ineral, vrbich is a wax::.r, 
translucent quartz. 
Yacinthi (jacinth) is a bluish-violet cem anone the 
ancients. 
858. 
860. 
861. 
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Prudentiuo is not clear. .' His meaning" however" seems 
to be this: Jacinth is found near 10..1:e8 of limpid blue" and 
it is from thene that the nineral obtains its w'atery bluish-
violet characteristic. Char!lillard would connect the gem 
1ri th C7Tanea near the ]uxine" but he seems to have little 
huthority for his interpretation. 
Sardonicem. Sardonyx is a variet~T of onyx v;b.ich con-
tains alternate layers of cbalcedony and reddish carnelian. 
A.:netystina. il.lnethyst is a 8em of clear purple 01" vio-
let color. 
Jaspis. Jasper is an opaque variet~T of quartz" usu-
all;}" red" br o .... m , or :,rellow. 
8ardiUt'11. A red gem. The sardius and the jasper are 
both mentioned as stones in the breastplate of the Eebrevr 
high-pr:i.est. 
Prudentius scans this word improperly. It should be 
-sardi'LUll. In several other instances of Greek words the poet 
han made a 111::e nistalre: Catholicun (107)" snaraedinus (862) 
margarItum (873). In each case the poet bas considered a 
long syllable as short. 
Topazo~. A transparent to translucent stone, usually 
whi te to yellow but sometimes of liCf,t shades of green or re 
865. 
868. 
873. 
8'75-'77. 
8'77. 
884-87. 
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Cb.rysoprasus. An apple-Green variety of chd'lcedony. 
\t'.'!'isr1or1 hath built herself 0. house, she hath l-:.ewn 
her out seven pillars." Provo ix, 1. 
The allusion is to the merchant who ~'lhen b.e found 
the pearl of croat price I'rent and sold all that be had and 
bouGrt it. See l.:att. xiii, 46. 
',Visd01;l, one of the C:ifts of the Jloly Ghost and sYJ:n-
bolic of the Third Person of the Trinity, taIre s up its 
abode in t:r~e 30ul, once sin and evil inclinations have 
been overco1:1o, Governinc man's actions by the careful dis-
position of its la~s. 
These laws are safe-guards against 81n; tbereby they 
l::eep the 30ul in ordor - tb.e pm'l)OSe of any law. 
All the princes of the tribes laid rods before the 
tabernacle of the covene.nt, twelve rods in all to 'Nhich 
Aaron added his. uEe retv.rned on the followinG day and 
found tl.!.at the rod of Aaron for the bouse of Levi had bud-
ded, and 'ell.at the buds s'I.'1elling it l}ad bloom.ed blossoms, 
which spreading the leaves Vlere formed into alrlOnds. U 
iJum. xvii, 8. 
C88. Tho Christian poet beGins }:lis YJor1.,: rri th a prayer of 
petition and ends it with a prayer of praise and thanks. 
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890. rrhough sin has befouled his heart, the sirmer ~tters 
prayers vrith. his lips for the tiFlO bej·l1.G in ·the hope that 
his heart will be cleansed so that prayer may also rise from 
it. 
891. Hecall the plan of campaign set down in lines 18-20. 
-904. non simplex natura. Prudentius merel-:r 1.'lishes to say 
that man is composed of body and soul. 
908. UFoI' the flesh lusteth aGainst the spirit and the spir 
it aGainst the flesh; for these arc contrary one to another, 
sO that you (10 not the thlncs that you. v/ould. tt Gal. v, 17. 
909. Duplex substantia. L:erely another reference to man r S 
composite nature. 
910. These last verses complete the alleGory. 3in is driv-
en from the land of the soul 30 that in peace a temple rise's 
to welcome God who comes dovm when all is prepared and beau-
tifies our souls vri th sanctifying grace so that we nay live 
fOl'ever in knovvlede;e of eternal values. This is the true 
'7isdo111 1"/110 reicns \'!itbin us. 
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._. c.c 1 . i1 -'.'. O.L~' .l.p J, .r""" ,1u<:.I.l;l'-' <J, u. a{l .I.Jlu."X 0 
i'dtations of: oldor poots; 3. m"'. In.r'!.G:'-: of n::;,111e:.:;; 
4:. an L'0.8:: of fmb jects t:;:>eQ ted; 5. D.ll indo:;: of 
'I'ror(ls::'.~lri_ En:prc 3:1 i on3 • 
.t~urolii Pl~uc1ontii CIP;~10{lti3 'J. c. Opera Or,Jj1ia, London, 1824. TJ:-::is 
odi tion apponred wi £b tl~.e te:;:t of tJie Pa:;."'mo.uc di tion. (1738) and 
t 1-e latin paraphrase of ,3tephan Chn:-:c2.illard. 7}:;e intoresti:r:c; part 
of tJ~0 er'J:ttion liO::1 1:1 tbef'act that U:c pc.rapll.raso io based on 
the te::t of lI0insi"tls (lGG7); W1'Cl"'eaS tIle teJ:t of tt.e Lonc10n edi-
tion is that nttributer'l to Teoli (1720) and co~tQi~s several . 
orr~o~1dation3 arbitr'aril:7 rmd.e O~l HeLl,sius' readil12:. Besides Cha-
millard} s paraptrase, this cdl tion 1'-'.113 an appeildix of the commen-
taries of G-iseli1.l1).s (1562), "[oitzius (J.:313), and Ison" director 
of tI")e ::'-;:Oll.aster:r 2ello01 of' Saint Gall (871). It GOos without 
sa:rlng t:la t tbe te:ct of 30re::,an has c01.1.pletely replaced this text 
and the ed~;. tior: is v~l'lcable only for tl-:e intere:Jtinc notes fOl.md 
in i t3 cOl-;:nentaries. 
Lavarcnno, ~aurice, 
Prl'.n.cnce, P ::;J~chorilacbie: Texte, traduction, 
corrr~:entaire,,_ avec un0"li1troduction historiqu.c:, 
parls" l~J;:5~:5. TIns author c02-1terr91r'_tes a con-
,10te'3c1i t:i.on of Pru0.o:1tiu8' 1.'!or:::s in ::'rench. 
Prl'dence, P"3~Tchonac:lie .is t'le fj.r3t of these 
\rol~J!1e3 • 
~t1.7.de 3m" 10. Lanr,-'lJe 0.1.7. Poete Prudonce, Paris, 
19~");3. ~osla.es a t'&rouGh and belpi'ul study of 
the poet's lan~~aCu, this 3chol~rly ~ork 
.:i ve s a b:l.blioc'rapl~.~T of 219 title s, S1 vine 
not only t~e bare state~:lOnt of vario-.:ts refor-
once c but sIlort, adaeq1.7.a te cri tj.cis'"":s of t'he 
}"lore inportD.:nt 1.v:pt.tinGo. The interested 
roader is referred. to this biblioGrapr7 for 
furt},or roseElrch. 
The thesis, "The Psychomaohia of Pruden-
tuis", written by Louis B. Snider, S.J., has 
been aocepted by the Graduate Sohool with re-
ferenoe to form, and by the readers whose names 
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